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faſtod tnuſb be: known in its truen co- 


jours. No matter, too virtue I have 


never made pretenſions, what figntfies 
that the” whole extent of my ſchemes 
ſnould be publiſhed. I haveroniy: aſked 
to ſee ou pHνtely, becauſe I date not 


he too abruptly known to Miſs Boyn- 
ton, for fear of the eſſect it might have 
by 3 bet. Gor 


vernov Boynton, madam .-. 
„Heavens l what of bim? I cried. 


Isa ſtill ali vo,“ he anſwerod, © though 
his laſt moments ſeem faſt approaching 
I but now come from him, and am 


commiſſoned to ſay, tbat he withes 


1 to ſee you. DWD een 
And you are His murderer! 

7116 'Phere-is no occafion to repeat wn 

any more, madam. If frequent repet+ 

tion alone were requiſite toreſtabliſh'any 
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let the ſubject ot: my: preſent” ertand 


— v 
* 2 
3 av 
LEY 


j we * 29 a - 3 0 
Te mer, . 9 
cn ORE 1 E * 


= 
91 — , , 
f _— 7 cn 2 p . 0 
__— r IF . A. — St Te 47 WE EI Fog . = 4 mr * p 
$ a go # =o = 2 — 1 — — PELLETS _ 127527 ch — 4 n buys 7 ve _ 
* 1 to ; E — — _ 4%. — r — 2 = 
* . op YT He ITY > yp pe v4 b — 


ws 


— — 


( £36 } 
withi this, 1 muſt by this time be per- 
ſectly ſatisfied of its truth? D 
12% Shameleſs monſter, and you can 
ſpeak of a crime ſo enormous, thus calms 

12 thas cavalierly ?'*-(- 40 t up 
1 Agi tation would not undo one 

- fingle deed, and it is therefore as well 
to treat the matter with compoſure. I 

wiſh to know, however, whether you, 

madam, who ſeem to be the ſelectec 


father confeſſor of the party, chooſo 


: to attend the dying man Nando 228 
ef T thought I might believe you, 
Fſhould make no heſitation in flying to 
bim inſtantly. But J fear that this is 
only ſome trick to get me out of the 
way, that you may be left alone with 
my unhappy friend!?“ dg 2019191 
date Nou think yourſelf, then, of vaſt 
importante, madam, it ſhould ſeem. 
But if Lwiſnied for a private interviem 
. eg ne power is in 


* 


1 wt ) ; 
ſeck. to e it by tige ite 
if it will be any ſatisfaction to you, you 
may lock the door yourſelf, when; yo 


quit the room, and retain the key in 


your poſſeſſion the whole time of your 
abſence”? Toth dr 4 has h aloe 
Well, be it 40!” I eried. “ T will 
firſt tell my, Matilda that I am going 
out for a hile, and then accompany 
vou. % ett oft io hene agHltet 
I accordingly went to our beloved 
friend, and told her {that I was under 
time, on an errand, the purport of 
rhich I could not then inform bary 
but, perhaps, might impart it at my 


return. She was eager to know all at 


that moment, but on my aſſuring her 
that it was ampoſſible, ſhe; ſuffered me 
to go quietly, I having firſt cohvinced 
her that ſhe Would have nothing to 
. ö dread 
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e 
dicad fem Stierland's -perſecuitions du- 


£ This being ſettled, I reptived imme: 
ately tothe Governor's apartment. I 


was acchmnpamed b Sherland to the 


dered the centinel upon guard to adm 


me to he priſaner, and then iuſtantly 
walked away. I was now introduced 
tothe venerable: ſufferer, hom I found 


Uke the man bad formerly known him! 
Eithought; indeed; that what the villain 


———— few 
e approaches 
* death, with that firmneſs of mind 


—— a brave and a good man. 

IJ approached the fide of the bed, 
by which.s ſoldier} who-ſeemed-his only 
attendant, placed me a chair, when 1 
eee ſo that 


42 | 2 9 


ri my abſence; S 5940 200: nil ©; tho Jl 


lying upon the bed; oh God, chow. un- 


— hn. aa ad 


12390 
was ſcarcely abe to ſtand, or even 10 
ſpeak. The feeble Governor raiſed him: 
ſelf: up à little, and addreſſing me, 


« This is kind indeed, he ſaid, «an 
you, and ſhews ſome relaxation of bar - 


barity in the villain who has now. the 
diſpoſal of our deſtinies. \ have much 


to ſay to you, my ſweet young friend, 


be added, though I tremble to aſſæ 
all I would fain know. And yet wheres 
fore? To be certain of my calamity 
cannot be ſo dreadful, as the ſtate oi 
many days. Reſolve me then at once, 
he continued, with looks of the maſt 
eee eee, my 
feet Matilda, really the wiſe of. 
ond 10 Obi 28 ten 198 4 
24 Hewenr forbid 1'?: denne 
exclaimed -. Na, ſhe has reſiſted him 


nobly,0though/Her life may, but too 
* | probabl Ys 


r 
— ewes 
Wutien. . rn 7 


May I believe you?“ ſaid he, 1 
pon de- not erk to deceive me 


:<wNogron'my life, I replids/ and 
if the villain has dared: to traduce the 
ſpotleſs fame of my beloved friend, by 
aſſegfing that ſhe is thus fallen, he i 
Duty df even a greater crime than any 
yet imputed to him.“ t ne een 
eue Then heaven be thanked,“ be 
eried, *I die in pee - can bear to 
Hear that ſhe is no more, if ſnie muſt 
die before me I can bear any thing 
but to think that ſhe ma runk at laſt 
from her duty. end yi 
Oh, yo me — eaſy 
das that account, my deareſt Sir, "| 
_— Me: __— 1 to ir on 
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ſojunctions through tortures which, from 
her natural ſenſibility, I could ſcarcely 
have hoped her capable of reſiſting. 
Think only what muſt be her ſuffer+ 
ings, when ſhe. even now ſuppoſes that 
deſtruction; ſuppaſes that the fatal 
ſentence was executed when ſhe ſaw all 


things prepared for it, and when her 


—— r 
ſenſes. 


nor, © can any thing exceed this vil - 
lany | While he has tortured my poor 
child with the idea that ſhe has been 


the occaſion of my death, he has ago- - 


nized me no leſs, with inſinuating that 


my dear madam, tell me all?” 3 

I then recounted to him all that had 
paſſed upon the ſubject, between his be: 
loved Matilda and her tyrant, when he 


naiſed his hands and eyes to heaven, 
Vor.“ II. M «Oh 
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{ 242 ) 
Oh exalted girl!“ he eried, * God 
thank thee for having bleſſed ine with 
ſuch a daughter -I could almoſt thank 
thee: for the trials ſhe has undergone, 
ſince without them I never could have 
known the full extent of her excel- 
lence Oh, ſnatch her I beſeech thee 
from the hands of the villain who has 
too long held her in his power, and 
reward her virtue, by placing her in 
the ams of the only man on carth 
wortby to poſſeſs her] Tis the dying 
requeſt of one, who has peer 
her as his only treaſure |” 
He was overpowered, he burſt into 
tears. Les, the aged, the venerable 
coumtenance of that brave man was 
ſuffuſed with tears—tears of mingled 
tranſport and admiration, at the ex- 
alted virtue of his child, and lamenta- 
tion at her ſufferings. I never witneſſed 
à more affecting ſpectacle I threw 
| "—_— on my en by the bed-fide, 
4 1 eagerly 


: ( es ) 
Þ eagerly. claſped his hand, © prefled” it 


i — 
ther af us ſpoke-for-a long time, and 


the ground, I beheld the (ol dier in 
waiting drowned in tears alſo! Oh GOd 
of what materials can the Heart of 


boſons into — pad veel 
Mhen we were ſufficiently - compoſed 
to reſume our converſation,” nom my 
deareſt girl, ſaid the Governor, ads 
dreſſing me, liſten to my ſtory.“ 5 
From the moment when Vives te- 
conſigned to captivity," after our uii- 
fortunate/ and/ineffeQual attempt to e- 
cape, Sherland has never ceaſed endea- 
vouring to terrify me, by” means of 
Onde threat or another, "Int uſing my 
influence with my daughter in his Bes 
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male het relax in cher obſtinacy with 
regard to him, ſimce my in junctions 
have principally excited thb>refolntion 
which nhas urged her to perſevefe dn 
withſtanding his advandeb. 0e 1055 
Hay firſt noffered i me Waterſord't 
life 16:4 would only telb ny Matilda 
that! Iorelraſod her: from any engage» 
_ 2meits ſhe might conũder o herſelf a8 
under to me, and deft i the regulation 
of her conduct entirely to her own 
feelings: Nut this L peremptom̃ lytrefuſed, 
telling him that I never had bound her 
by any engagement, all I had done 
uns fully to declare my ſentiments to 
ber, and exhort her to perſeuere in 
what I regarded as her path of moral 
duty, on which ſubject, as my opinion 
ill remained decidedly the ſame, I 
would, upon no account, give her rea- 

| fon to ſuppoſe it altered. That much 
28 I deprecated the idea of Waterford's 
| being ſacrificed to pag malignant pat- 
100 | fions, 
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fidns, I. thought no man Jute) in 
ſeeking): any end, however deſirable to 
de attained, | by immoral means, and 
that even the preſetvation of an inno- 
cent perſon's hie, ebuld not [authorize 
the ſmalleſt deviation from integrity: 
Ne next aſſailed ine on the: ſcore 
* my own life, and ſtrove to] ſhake 
my firmneſs, by painting in colours 
which his artful} tongue too well knew 
how to render fufficiently;glowing; the 
torments I muſt occaſion | myidaughttes, 
by making her the inſtrument; oh p 
rent's deſtruction; the laſting wary Ad 
ſhould» do à young, lovely, andi duti- 
ful child, by branding her fot the relt 
of cher life, with the horrid title oh pax- 
ricide, and ſetting her up, throughinty 
falſe ideas of honour as a mark fer 
the froffs and upbtaidings of a relente 
ond! s zi Sbqqut o n 
But, this you »wilbeablyofappet 
wad no more effect upon meꝰ chan the 
120047 M 3 . - . oth? 
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| (2246 )) 
other. I ſaid that the world might be 
unjuſt, and condemn. her for conduct, 
the guilt of- which attached ſolely to 
himſelf; but that theſe" contumelles 
could be of ſmall importance tõ ohe w 
enjoyed the only good teally worth 
cheriſning, the applauſe of a ſelfl ap. 


Proving conſcience- She might be 


driven by undeſerved repreuehes to ſeek 
+repeſe/in ſolitude, but ſhut out from 
tocietyy fle would look down with com- 
poſure om its cares and its folhes, nor 
want the countenance of others; while 
he enjoyed that of her own heart, and 
thus her retreat would truly become 
- the abode of uninterrupted tranquillity. 
„How often has he wearied'and! tor- 
mented me with theſe and Ike ulter- 


26ations?" But as he ſtill found me un- 


ſhaken; he at laſt faid that he would 
argue no longer, it was only waſting 


ais time and patience, and I. ſhould 


efneet the fate u J Was ſo obſti- 


TT: + k nately 
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nately mein: Ile would e give me 
one day more to anden of the matter, 
but 16-4 did not relent before night, I 
might prepare to die the following 
morning. I told him that my relenting 
was out of the queſtion, and I was 
ready ta die at that moment, ſince no 
prepatation for death was requiſite if 
I had lived a life of virtue, and if other - 
wile, a few hours of remorſe could not 
atone for a ſucceſſion of miſ- ſpent years. 
„On the morning in which I Was 
brought out, and which, as it broke 
upon me, I conſidered as the laſt of 
my life, he came once more and aſked 
if I was ſtill reſolute, to which 1 


anſwering in the affirmative, he or- 


dered the guards to conduct me to the 
appointed ſpot, to prepare every thing, 
and wait for his giving the ſignal 


to fire from the large bow -· window of 


the Governor's apartment in the caſtle. 
Then addreſſing me he ſaid, I ſhall 
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now go and try whether -yout daughter: 
will really prefer beholding hero father 
fall a mangled corpſe: before her eyes, 
| to being led to the altar as my bride. 
Her choice of the latter is the only 
thing which now can ſave ou. 

„made no anſwer, When he in“ 
ſtant ly left me, and I was conducted 
according to his orders to the place of 
execution, where all was ſoon prepared 
ſor:putting the finiſning ſtroke to a 
ſeene of ſuch tranſcendent infamy. I 
veaited for about a quarter of an hour, 
expecting every moment when the ſig-: 
nal ;ſhould be given im patient at the 
long delay, as my ſoul was thuscharaſſed 
witk the droad that my beloved Ma- 
tilda was not ſo ſteady as Þb:wiſhed;; 
Oh, think then what were my teelingss) 
When; at the expiration of that times) 
Lwas informed that My. ſen tene Was; 
reverſed, and E Ms remanded} back 9. 
priſon, The rack, the cxowigtows 

blyoo 3 ” * N the 
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3 
the bech of ſteeh duft / be ſenſat ions of 
caſe comparedi with the tormients of 


minct Hat thut moment endured, for 


under ſuch ciroumſtancesp by: what) 
other idea could) I be dccupied, thah 
by that moſt horrid of all others 
that my daughter was even then be- 
come the wife of the moſt deteſtable 
being that diſgraces human nature- 
Hranticly I enquired on what terms 
my releaſe was granted ? I could gain 
no information. I demanded tt» ſpeaks) 
with Sherland, but I was told that he. 


. 


not be ſpoken with by any one this 
but the more confirmed my apprehens! 
ſions, © then eagerly afked whether: 
any thing was known concerning my 


tion had been given by the General, 


againſt anſwering _w_ r W 


he ar ates 
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obtain was, that a particular prohibi- 
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pr «<1. could not now any longer doubt, 
tbat what I confdered as the laſt, of all 
earthly calamities had actually befallen 


me, and I was led back to my prifon with 


8 ſenſations of ſuch, agony, that 1 could 


4 ſcarcely refrain from arraigning Proyi- 


dence. who had made me a father. I ſaw 
the honour of ny houſe tarniſhed for 
ever; I wiſhed for nothing ſo much as 


tthat the name of Boynton could be buried 
in eternal oblivion, and even doubted 


Whether 1 could ever,, bring, myſelf 
again to behold that child, who, had 
been tor ſo many years the only joy, 
the pride of my life. Ob, can any 
thing be more cruel than a. parent's 


ſcelings under ſuch. circumſtances. 


J law. nat -Shexland,, till, the next 


mothbing, When he entered my rom 


With. à look and air of gaiety, which 


4 I had never before ſeen him wear, ſince 
I had been, his, priſoner... God, of, bea- 


ven, how my heart reyglted ait. Mt 


An 4 * 1. * of 
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of him! Tell me,“ I madly \Cried, 
are you indeed the huſband of my | 
daughter?“ 

FJou are alive,” he rl ce that 

| ſurely is a ſufficient anſwer to Four 


queſtion.” | 
« It is no anſwer,” 1 exclaimed, 


tell me plainly - at once whether my 
child is irrecoverably loſt.” “ 

« Did I not tell you that her hand 
alone could purchaſe your life? Need 
1 anſwer more ?—have I not given re- 
peated proofs that to what I have once 
determined on, I will ſteadily adhere ?” 

« You mean to ſay then, that my 


Matilda is your wife?“ 
I mean to fay no more that 1 have 


ſaid, the inference is obvious.“ 
Still you evade the queſtion. 'h 


muſt then hope“ 


« You. may hope as you pleaſe, but 


ill: founded hopes can only end in diſ- 
appointment. I too had my ' hopes, 
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; and they were, that I ſhould have 
found , you more reaſonable . diſpoſed 
to come and ſhare my, happineſs with 
me. But ſince that is not the caſe, I 
cannot ſtay to anſwer any more ſuch 
trifling * audt os * he 
left the room. 80 

87 « My ey a now Nn TE 2 
doubt, and I am almoſt aſhamed when 
reflect how ill I have borne it, but 
my weakneſs. is too plainly to be 
3 gueſſed by its effects. I have never 
ſien Shetland from that time, nor held 
any intercourſe with him, till conſider- 
ing mytelf on my death bed, I ap- 
plied to him to let me ſee you, the: 
granting of which requeſt was almoſt 
more than I dared to hope for. Ob 
how is the ſting of death removed by 
what I have now heard! Let it has 
created one new uneaſineſs in my mind. 
8 I ;thought. when Llaſted to ſeen yo 
cha Nea my laſt wil on earth bur 
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now tliat 1 find my child is ſtill fuclx 4s 
could with her, I feel that I cannot = 
die quite eafy without ſeeing her once 
more,; without bearing teſtimony with 
my dying breath to her tranſcendent 
excellence and while I bleſs her; pray 
ing of heaven that her virtues may find 
their due reward in her noble Straf- 
ford's affection. Do you think it will 
be poſſible to prevail upon her cruel 
gaolet to let her come to me & 
Here he pauſed, expecting my reply. 
How much I: felt for what he had ſuf- 
fered you will eaſily conceive; as well 
a5 how much I wiſhed that T could bx 
any! means promote tlie interview he 
ſo naturally deſired. I thought of an 
immediate application to Sherland, but 
recollecting myſelf, it ſtruck me at 
once, that Matilda would require ſome 
preparation for ſuch à meeting, and 
muſt not be abruptly informed of her 
TIT father's real ſtate. / This I fug- 

0 cad 
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geſted to the Governor, when he ſaw 
that I was right, and deſired me to 
manage the whole affair as I ſhould 
judge beſt, only he exhorted me not 
to delay it longer than was abſolutely 
neceſſary, as he felt it impoffible that 
he could furvive many days; this [ 
promiſed, and then taking leave, re- 

l to our apartment. 

All the way did I revolve ee 
mind in what manner to communicate 
this matter to Matilda; indeed I at 
times even doubted whether to commu- 
nicate it at all. There ſeemed ſomething 

"cruel, fo wounding to her feelings, 

In only telling her that her father was 
Alive in order to carry her to his death - 
bed, that I could not help aſking my- 
ſelf wherefore ſhould this be done? 
and whether it were not better now 
that ſhe had a little recovered the firſt 
mock of his fate, to ſuffer her, for a 
RO, to remain in ignorance 
22 of 
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of the real truth, nor reveal it till her 
mind ſhould be reſtored to a tolerable 
compoſure, when it could not have 
the powerful effect upon her, it muſt 
inevitahly have at preſent. Whereas, 
if ſhe; ſhould be told all now, the 
wounds af her mind yet ſcarcely, cloſed, 
would, be rent open again with no leſs 
agony than at, firſt, ſince ſhe would 
have ſcenes, not leſs dreadful to. go 
through, and muſt equally conſider 
herſelf the ultimate - cauſe of her, ta- 
ther's _— as if he bd really been 
tees Ula es, 

Then — 1 thought..this. * 
fall and inconcluſive, and aſked my- 
ſelf what my Sn. feelings would be 
under the like circumſtances, and whe- 
then I ſhould not think it a moſt miſ- 
taken delicacy that had thus prevented 
me from once more ſeeing, and paying 
the laſt duties, to a arent ſo worthy of 


love, a ſo beloved? I thought in- | 
| ' deed + 
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deed that I hardy erer toni pardon 
thoſe wWhs had concealed füch à Piece 
WPinſdithation from me, and-Frefolyed- 
that iv6uld mot be the Peron“ fo 

juſtly to eur the cefiſurè of my fflendi 

bel was perplexed in what Way to 
betzin my communication, but at length 
when 1 arrived at home, 1 told her 
that I had been upon a melanchely 
ertand, to Vifit one whom Fvery highly. 
vad An- MOS JAR moments Heated | 
wetteſt approathing. 1 00 Ilge 90 yt 

Good God!” ſhe exclaimed, “ not - 
Sally Waterford, I hope I am not 
ſurely her murderer alſo Oni, Fanny, 
if it be ſo I ſhall indeed think that it 

is contagious to have any concert with 
me!” © (493257 THe FIC KSIVTEGOF 20 3ON WS 

No,“ I replied, Sally. thank 
Heaven, is well, and conſidering the af- 
fliction ſhe has ſuſtained, is leſs wretched. 
in her mind than. we could have ven- 


tured to hope.“ 


Matilda 


(. 257. 2)” 
Matilda looked earneſtly at me, Hoy: 
clapped ber hand on my arm, Fanny, 
ſhe ſaid —— rn ont Yo 
There was a cxpreſign in her cou 
tenance, as ſhe thus addreſſed me, 
which ſpoke more forcibly than if ſhe 
what was: paſſing in ber mind, no, 
not Strafford, I ſaid, you are again 
haunted Lam afraid with the idea off 
thoſe cruel reports we ſo lately heard; 
but be eaſy on that account, b 
ſolemnly aſſure you it is not him. .> - 
Not him,“ ſhe cried, wbom, then 
can it be ſurely/ ſutely Oh, Fanny, 
tell me at once baobai len 1 0 4d 4H 
an Fu» bear to, hear it? Will -1 
you not be too violently affected * „ * 
„Oh, Godp then Iam right he 
Is. indeed alixelen Lon have ſeen bim!?, ; 
her voice ,was.; chogked, ſhe could not 
proceed. d Dung ow asd bain 14H ni 
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Ves, my beloved friend, it is in- 


ted the Governor whom I have ſeen?” = 


She ſtarted at the mention of his 


name ſhe ran to the window, then 


back to her chair, here throwing her- 
ſelf down, ſhe tailed. her eyes to heaven, 


and taking out her .handkerchief held 
ñjt before her face, but did not ſpeak. 
I was fearful of ſaying more to her at 
that moment, and remained ſilent alſo, 
waiting a more favourable opportunity 


for relating the converſation which had 


paſſed, and the Governor's wiſh to ſee | 


her. Ta | A { 


+: After ſome time ſhe grew more com- 


. poſed, and aſked me by what miracle 
it happened that he was ſtill alive? 
I then gave her the narrative which 
I had juſt heard, and propoſed my 
ſeeking Sherland, and telling him of 
his priſoner's requeſt. Oh, yes, ſhe 
pern $$, vo to be and do not 
i t ee 2 leave 


« #39 )) 
leave him till your Prayer be granted 
J cannot now Rhnëw.-ẽ a moment's _ | 
till Lam with my father.“ 190% 
I accordingty went and had no Mf - 
culty in genfng admiſſion to the Ge- 
netal. All I could obtain from him, how- 
ever, was leave for the Governor to viſit 
his daughter the next morning] but on 
no atcdunt would he permit Matilda's 
going to her father. Wreteh that he 
is, I know not whether” this permifion 
can be of any avail; for in the Go- 
vernor's weak ſtate, it ſeems ſcatrcely 
practicable to move him. Iwas obliged, 
however, to be ſutisfied with this an- 
wer, and to make my report accord- 
ingly both to the father and the daugh- 
ter. The former ſaid calmly, that if 
he was alive he would certainly find 
ſome means of being conveyed to his 
Matilda, but the latter, when I told 
her the tyrant's cruel deciſion, broke 


out r a while into the wildeſt ravings 
I of _ 


.. . , 2 
1 . 
: * 


4 


ol frenzy, and declared tliat no ob- 
ſtacles ſhould retain her from her father 


; another moment. LHS em niit | 
(Hut: by reafaning|withiher: on the 


_ Ampolſibilaty of any reſiſtance, to one 
whoſeè power over us was uncontfouled; 


and xepreſenting/ to her how neceſſary 


it as to calm her ſpirits, in order to 


be able} to fuſtain the affect ing inter- 
viewof: tomorrow: I have at length 
gate her to be -tolerably compoſed, and 
ſhe has lain quet-and- ſtilb / upon the 
ſopha all the time I have been writing, 


excepting once, when ſhe aſked me 


what I was doing, and, one my telling 
her: vas: writing to you, ah,“ ſhe. 


eried t hall L. ever ſee thoſeſ dear 


friends again! and burſt. into tears 


Dear unhappy creature]! what will 


| be the end of all this? 'Her ſufferings 
aſſect we ſo much, that I have ſome- 


times hardly known what J was ſaying, 


and have been obliged to lay down my 


ATI. 4 353533 
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pen for 1:ſomb>nnnutesn to recolle& 
anch recoviermpytels My heart ſickens 
within me, when I take a getroſpect of 
the paſt ;1»dnd i ſtilE more, when! from 
thenae; glameiſig foręrard to thed future, 
Ibthink that notwithſtandinge all the 
ſtruggles this moſt amiahle of women has 
fo nobly maintained, there is ſcareely a 
reaſonable foundation on which to build 
a hope, that ſhe | may be rewarded for 
them ab! taſt; by enjoying that happis 
nefs to which ho one evey had a juſten 
cim dd nen n offs He adgol 
But I muſt break off. ſhe complains 
that I: dg mot ſpeak to her —ah, tis the 
firſt ſound of any thing like pebviſſi 
complaint ! that I have ever heard her 
utter? Adieu then, and en 12 


1 Aude ; 


Vour moſt faithful, | 
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I is with; the greateſt, Bain, my de 
4 Maria, that IL now take up my pen, 
ſince I have nothing to relate, but a 
melancholy continuation of the ſad oh 
whic ch my, yeſterday” s letter began. 

1 his morning I went as early pays 
conltd...to. the Governar's' rom, whom 
I found eyen then preparing for his viſit 
to. Matilda's apartment. I could not 
help aſking him if he thought it poſſi- 
ble that his ſtrength could hold out for 
the great exertion he muſt now un- 
dergo? He ſhook his head, and ſaid 
all he, wiſhed was to reach his Matilda 
alive, for he could not bear the 
wear of dying without having ſeen 
5 her 


13.1 & - 


(oF) 

her onde more. | He then attempted to 
walk, ſupported by two foldiers, but 
finding himſelf utterly unable to go 
through ſuch a” fatigue,” he / ſuffered 
himfelf to be placed in an eaſy chair 
and carried, but ſo weak was he that 
believe nothing but his ardent defire 
to ſee his child, could have enabled 
him n even ent mode In con- 
veyun cee: YT 
„T latendd on Wee in vey WA 
form my por Matilda he was coming, 
that (he might not ſee him wholly un- 
prepared, and that 1 might have kite 
to exhort her to ſummon up reſblution 
to 3 the melancholy ſcene The 
had to go thräugh. She was furprized 
at my retutning ſo ſoon, and imme- 
diately concluded that her beloved fa- 
ther was no more. Haſtily running 
up to me therefore, ſhe fixed her eyes 
upon me with fuch a look of wildnefs 
and deſpair, as made me tremble for 
LONG | what 


a 
= | 
: — 
calm umſtances would permit, 
| dit = 
= 
N12 rey . = 
| begged her | = 
| == : : 
bring == - 
_ == — : 
| — — == : 
= — = : 
= 2 An 94 - = 
= 
- fie — 5 | 
2 Et 
= 2 — 
: | 
EL 
14 io 
» I 
ed 


1 
way. 
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amp 1 placet her in- a chair, and 
while I was endeavouring to recover her, 
the door opened; and the Governor 
was bought in. In what a ſitustien 
did I nom find myſelt. Never have; 
beheld my poor friend's reſolution ſo 
entirely forſtke her: yet this can be 
ſcarcely a matter of wonder, when we 
conſider the dreadful· train of recollections 
which the ſight of her dying father 
muſt, unavoidably, call up- in her mind. 
Ah, my dear fi ſter, ſearcely do ERno. 
how to relate the ſeene of diſtreſs, to 
which I Was now a witneſs © apit 
Some ttle tithe'clapſed+biefore Ma- 
tilda, could be at all brought to her- 
4Uf, rhile the poor Governor, mean- 
while, almaſt overpowered with the fu- 
tigue of being carried hither; - could 
only;; looks with anguiſſi upon his -af- 
Aifted child. When ſhe was a little 
recovered, ſhe: caſt her eyes atound; 
or. II. N the 


TY 
the, Sqfrgon, ſhe; caught bal gf my 
arm eagerly, # 18 b. Fanny, the, faid,, 
Who are eden What gan they 
want, with me,? Has Sherland bent them 
to ſnatch my father away Juſt ag he ig 
reſtored to my arms But drixe them 
out, Fanny, drive them out beige 
comes, they ſhall not have him!“ 
This wildneſs encreaſed my _—_ 
baraſſment—1 be. er, begged. the 
men to wi , and then told 
her that her father was. in the room, 
and pointed to the place, where he ſat. 
She ſtarted; up, *, Oh God,“ ſhe, cried, 
6c, it is he! it is he indeed and I knew , 
him not l. — Then runnis up to him, 
| the knelt before him for ſome minutes, 
| looking up in his face,, but. 


SYED FEES unable to ſpeak... $0919! 10 21697 07 


Hille held out his hand, and made a 
feeble. effort to raiſe ber up, While a 
tear ſtood in his eye, and he gently aſked, 


_ ihe did not n fo my 5 


— 22 „„ Gas tw _t S— * a «. 
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«Oh yes,“ the'faid;'* T End you 
well, but ! wad looking for your woun ds 
oh, Ichouglit that the Barbarbus Wretches 


had mangled that noble beart. But 566. 


look pak, uin fttiet vet, chat is 
not NE. nr but, oH 6 hot, do 


not die 10 11 0) "344 144 K 700 


T# TY 


her hand el ber — «ON 1 
5 Drain,“ ſhe cried; „ but "tis" 
I no remember all 1. My ki, 
. ſhe went on, drawing 4 Chat 
and fitting down by Him, and claſping 

his hand between hers, © this is à fad 

meeting,” after our long and diſaſtrous fel" 


me for ever Ab, I had looked forward 
e our” brave” 
a decp deb, but that Aattering: prof” 
peR;2® ſhe eried; is now at an end, 

and nothing is left for ine but Ueſpair;” 


1 ok for 


* 
- 


peatähn -A you, oh muſt you leave | 


A 


\( oa ) 


for tis I tis I alas! whochawe been 
your murder!: / ilch ot 
My deareſt Matilda, returned the 
Gobernor, do not embititers my luſt 
have been all my ſoul could with;cand 
I cannot enough thank heaven that I 

haxe been ſpared ſo long, to be a uit -· 
neſs of the full extent of your exalted 
virtue. Flad yo atted otherwiie, had 
you ſhrunk at any moment fm your 
duty, yo had been er my mur- 
derer. ie 192 Ace NOM an pon! 
He raiſed his eyes kt fat: 
motionleſs; for ſome minutes: then 
ſtretching out his arms, Come to me, 4 
my beloved: child,” be; ſaid, let me 
| elaſp you to this boſom, which for 
years has; ſcarcely; known a. tranſport 
that has not ariſen from; thy virtue, thy 
aſfection !-— Ab; the pangs I feel at 
; + TIT: 2 
il <A | able 


65269 


able to expreſs, but let me entreat vou 
to calm your ſpirits, to tecbilegt that 
the happitieſs of andther! as well las my- 
ſelf, is centered uholly in au. With 
what delight have I looked forward, hac 
it pleaſed God a little longer to ſpare 
my life, to our re- nien unh that 
nableſt of men, and enjoyed, by anti- 
oipat ion, the tranſport of ſteing my 
beloved child expuriencing the truoſt 
happineſs with one ſo worthy of her 
tendereſt uffection. Such hopes ate 
now no more — to this happineſs I ne- 
ver gan be a witneſs, I can only truſt 
in God that theſe viſions will one day 
be realized, that he will protect vou, 
deliver you out of the hands of your 
barbarous enemy, and crown n 
tue with d his high reward. 

ch, my father, e Matilda, 
—— not with this delufve idea 


-—Lhave bid adieu for ever to hope and = 


Straffand f Mhat can Lexpect from 
i N z e 


(%o) 

Sherland, unlimited as is His power, and 
Voeiolent us is Bis diſpoßtion but that 
be will proceed to che moſt fatal Extre- 

mities father than ſuffer another to poſ- 
ſeſsc what he has ſbught in vain! No, 
too ſurely my inevitable doom is ſealed; 
Land, indeed, were I even to eſcape 
_ 1hbe from his hands, this frame, ex- 
auſted by his perſecutions}! can never 
retever tlie fHock it has received: Al- 
read) have my ſufferings reduced me 
Zalmoſt te the laſt extremity, and the 
addition to my ſorrows occaſionedl by 
your fate, my father, muſt ſbon put an 
gend to my Wretched life“ 
-10Ghe*pronounced (theſe laſt words in 
broken accents, and with a cunte- 
nance fo full ef Hefpair, thats my very 
UI Was melted as I locked at her. 
It Was tob much for the GO. he 
"Hh front her pallid features, and ema- 
\ thated\f6rth; that ſhe ſpoke not with- 


Gut feaſon, and overcome with the idea 
nod1god > þ VL" that 


8 { (7271) 3 ö 
that ſo beloyed, ſo amiable af oreature, 
j had been thus prematu rely . perſecuted | 
to the grave, he ſunk: hack in his chair, 
unable for ſome time to anſwer her. 
I was anxious that he ſhould be re- 
moved, as I iched to put an end to 
0 ſcene too affecting to both, yet I 
hardly, knew how to; propoſe td Aſter 
a while, he once more took her hand, 
and earneſtly entreatedl her to compoſe 
cherſelf, and endeavour, if poſſible, to | 
live for Strafford's ſake. Then turning 
to me, „ and you, beſt and moſt ar- 
dent of friends, ſaid he, <, to whom 
we are under obligations, which can 
_ 1 never be ſufficiently acknowledged, con- 
ſole my dear Matilda, endeayour to lead 
her thoughts from their preſent gloomy 
turn, and teach her to view the picture 
on the brighter ſide—to, baniſh deſpair, 
and (cheriſh. hope. Providence is juſt, 
be ſurely cannot ſuſſer villainy; at. lat 


540 . „No, no, be 1 truſt wil 
ock „ hearken 


(a.) 
hearken to'tty laſt” prayer]! wah en 
be for her delive da bend rale 
to bappineſs“ N. 25829019 121 - mg 
Nile pauſed a moment, ati pteſſing 
her once more to his boſom; God 
preſerve” and bleſs you, my Matilda, 
he eried, “ I find myſelf faint, I muſt” 
leave 5 oh, I rats: am * 
pen ein! 11:08 un d; 
* tha bread thin Ge bd 
frantic with'deſpair, and threw her attns 
round him, crying out, Ob, they are 
zg him away, but ſtand eff] ſtand 
off! they ſhall not part us—Ah me! 5 


is going! he is going? 
It was in vain that both the = 


by 


| de and myſelf endeaboured to comfort 


ber, the inceſſantly cried that he ſhould 
not be torn from her, and clinging to 
him ſtill cloſer, hid her face in his 
boſom. Rut after a ſpace of about five 
_ Minutes, ſtarting up, ſhe walked haſtily 

abet the room, Wie up her eyes to 


heaven, 


* . 114 
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heaven, yet, {poke nt a word. ,, The | 
Governor perceiving himſelf diſengaged 
from her embrace, and her attention 
for a moment diverted from him, took 
this opportunity to er han Goas, 
ber, though with the moſt evident e. 
luctance, and ordered the men to carry 
bim back, firſt requeſtingthat he might, 
if poſſible, ſee me again in the courſe 
ob the adage ft ifs H e n 
As the quitted the room, he gave one 
iaſt parting look at his dear child; With 
an expreſhon in his countenance. of the 
ſtrangeſt amotions of love and anguiſhs. 
To this, however, ſhe was inſenſible ; 
ſhe continued walking about the room 
for ſame time, with ing to be 
aware, that he was gone; hut at laſt ga 
a ſudden ſtart, and exclaimed Ou, 
God, Fanny, where.is he now“: 
Sdbe looked ſo wild at that moment, 
that I was, quaite- terrified, anden rer 

ee — Fanny, 1 
1 5 


© port me, Tiam very fainti ff ba 


((2894)) | 
Said, mourn fully Eyfeartely,,> know 


zuhere Ichave been, here 1) am- ſup- 


led her to the ſopha, I prevailed 
_ -withhervto lie down and take a cam- 

I poſing draught, hen ſhe ſoon fell into 
a doſe, which continued fon near two 
hours, and at the expiration of that 
natime I had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 

her awake much refreſhed and amended. 
She now talked quietly over what had 


paſſed and ſeemed reſolved ta endea- 


.1y60r::at acquiring reſignation to the 
ſevere and heart - rending ſtroke that 


awaited her, and only entreated me to 
ee her father as often as poſſible while 
che ſhould remain alive, and take care 
that he might have all the comforts about 
bim which his ſituation would permit. 
Much of my time to day has heen 
occupied in attending to theſe injunc - 
tions, and as I. bave met with no oppo- 
tion from Sherland in any thing I 

425 2 wiſhed, 


(+235 )) 
»withed;'>T:tiavel procnred an ahle hutſe 
and phyſician to attend upon him, 
and we ſhallat! leaſt, if wencannot 
preſerve his life, hdveoths ſatisfaction 
of knowing that his laſt momants are 
made as eafy as human mens dul 
ogtcompliſkt, Dou οο doidw Stb x 
A few days more muſt be finally 
deciſiuve of our fate. Proviſidns begin 
to run very [low in the town, and the 
garriſon begin to murmur againſt their - 
Generabs obſtinaby, in {chuſingit« ra 
ther to ſtarve them than furrender. 
Sherland himſelf ſeems in a ſtate of 
wild deſpair, only heſitating whether 
to wreak his vengeance: atv himſelf or 
others. Oh, Maria, erety . moment 


ſeems miore and more: critical: and aw- 
ful; lie chuld not long be ſuſtained 
in ſuch a horrid ſtate of douht and 
ſuſpenſe. At one time the maſt ex- 
"tqavagant hopes for the event, at ano- 

| Saidz Nan at Nie Mort aorter 
baſin? | 
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cee did 1 tay yeſtentay, my 
| Ads remain” . Asced but 

how little could I then look forward 
to the emergencies which the follow- 
Oh heavens ! my heart is ſtill in ſuch a 
flutter with all 1 have witneſſed with- 
in that time, that I have ſcarcely 
any ref Hefbomam 201 power 
- 5 a 


Jam now to relate, firſt reach you from 
any other quarter. Wr 10 : 
The .ſpirit of mutiny among Sher- 
Jand's troops, at which I hinted in my 
letter yeſterday, roſe in the evening to 
fuch a height, that in order to appeaſe + 
it, he was forced te promiſę that a flag 
ſhould be ſent this morning at day - 
break to the army, to offer 
terms of capitulation. p This was done 
accordingly, but the anſwer returned 
was ſuch as might be expected, N 
no convention could be made with a 
traitor he muſt ſurrender at diſcretion; | 
but muſt not flatter bimſelf that any 
mercy could be ſhewn him.. 
Jo conceal this anſwer was impoſſi: 
ble, and Sherland was therefore obliged 
to make it known, when he was affailed 


on all fides, by an inſtant and gener! 


damour for immediate ſurrender. This 
+ = | I he 


(ops) ) 
— firſt/ but at Jength finding 
that all he could urge was ineffectual 
to prevail on the troops to make far- 
ther reſiſtance, he only entreated them 
to remain quiet a: few hours longer, 
and wait the event of a patleyf from 
the ramparts, which he ſhould . requeſt 
inſtantly. At the ſame time be faith- 
fully promiſed, that if in this he could 
not obtain the terms he meant to pro- 
poſe, he would then comply with their 
deſires, and rather brave the fate with 
-which he was himſelf menaced, than 
ſeek to thwatt their «wiſhes any longer. 
He could not, however, enter into this 
engagement, without venting ſomè bit- 
ter reproaches againſt the pufilanimity 


1 bs Hof their conduct, and their baſe de- 


ſertion of a General, who had hazard- 
ed ſo much in their cauſe. But all this 


- was received with impatient marlts of 
diſcontent by the troops, and not with - 

out murmurs on their ſide, aan diſ- 
228] ; grace 
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grace he chad brought upon his} whole 
army, by his © unworthy: treatment of 
his priſonets. A conſent however was 
given to await the event of the parley. 
Once more then a flag was ſent to 
Strafford, to requeſt a truce: of three 
hours, and that he would, during that 
interval, grant Sherland à parley from 
a certain place on the ramparts, which 
he pointed out, when he wiſned to 
nikoitiqrojpotacrdatirdia0chic) tale; 
: previouſly to the furrender of the town; 
one which he truſted would not be 
thought unreaſonable. The unſuſpect- 
ing Strafford, little aware of what deep 
treachery the villain he had to contend 
with was capable, granted this requeſt 
without heſitation, and promiſed to 
- meet Sherland at the time and place ap- 
pointed. en nad ac tolls 
This latter then repaired to our apart- 
ment. Never ſhall I loſe the amprefſion 
ol 1 moment. Eis 


Dt | face 


( (28983) | 

bice nas-Pale«; his ches hellem and wid, 
his hair diſhevelled, and his whole un 
tenance and. figure. that of perfect del - 
1 pair and diſtraction. Now, madam, 
be Haid, is the criſis of my fats, ab, 
rived this hour terminates all our con- 
teſts. Ale fixed. his eee | 
he Garted, ©. Oh God.“ he what 
hayoc have they not ee e : 
form Lſhudder when I behold it. daides 

Ain be. pauſed a moment, then 
prberrdedsrr Would to heaven, Miſs 
Boynton, that I had never kaown)you,!. 
our beauty has ruined both me and 
_ yourſelf had been Wende 
you. But tis paſt all I aſk now is 
that you will accompany me to the — 
parts,/ one way or other you muſt. in a 
mort bour or two, be free. And you, 
madam, he added, turning to me, 
<4 J-awk aſt of you to attend upon 
par friend νοννα ill furely-both com- 

ere with my * you "me 


( \a88*Y } 


not ii ches pai (oct bompel me to 5 
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Matild and T fed our eyes an each 
other little could either of us imagine 
what ue were 10 uiideniband by all kh, 
only of thus much we felt affured, that 
all places muſt be pretty much alike 
while we were in his power z and he had 
talked f liberty, the bare idea af 
which was ſufficient to inſpire us with - | 
a determination to follow him. This 
reſolution we accordingly ie and 
only deſired him to lead o. 
He immediately conducbed us tea 
high part of the ramparts, wheace we hd 
a full view of the whole extent of Straf- 
ford's camp. I ſaw that this ſpectacle 
echilarated the ſoul af my beloved Ma- 
tilda, joy beamed in her eye, ſhe ſemm- 
ed in a moment as if awakened tes 
new life. But how much was her tranſ- 
port encreaſed, uhen, in a few minute 
8 e YOY „Haupa sm dus 8 after 


Tt 


MI 


alder) ( ſlen beheld the ago 
vance to the promiſed |par 
ſhe would have ffn from the") height 
on Which we ſtood; into his ur ms? 
He on his ſide, ſeemed at firſt loſt 
in joy and aàſtoniſhment àt thus un- 
expectedly beholding, after ſo long a 
ſepatation, an object ſo ardently, ſo 
-:tenderly beloved; and he made a dead 
and ſolema pauſe! But he ſoon revol- 
dected himſeglf- e was now the Gene- 
-raly/ not the lover be caſt a look of 
anxious affection on his miſtreſs; and 
© proceeded to à ſpot whence wi Prong 
X he could hear and anſwer Sherland: - 
ke villain took Matilda by the Ni 
be led her forwards towards the edge 
of the wall; Mr. Strafford, he aid, 
eit ſhould ſeem that this lady, rather 
than tlie town, is the ſuhject of our 
contention. She is ſtill in my power, 
fufſtr me to withdraw from hence at 


oi h 10t »iditeq 452not on 2 the 


ill 
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the head of guy garriſon, and ſhe ſhall 
be yours tHF inſtant; on no other terms 
| Hallifheſevarde reſtored to your arms.“ 
„Oh, ſhameleſs inſolence, exclaimed 
Strafford:: Was it for this that the 
truce Was demanded, and can you dare 
to make ſuch a propoſal, impoffible: as 
you kno it is to be acceded to by 
me, and when you muſt be conſcious 
that you obtained this conference only 
upon the pretence that your offer whs 
to relate PIE not n 
my Norflitn id d noise ohn 
And ha not relate to nin 
1 know not to what it refers, if not) to 
that, when the queſtion is whether 
they ate ſtill to be free inen witk me, 
or priſoners with you. Inſolent as it is 
therefore I repeat the offer, together 
with my aſſurance that, if refuſed, your 
miſtreſs is loſt to you for eve. 
Vain boaſting, replied Strafford, 
it is no longer paſſible for you to 
ü with- 


e 
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withhold hep from me. "You know. well 
that it ig not in yaur power to com- 
_ mand any fart her reſiſtance on the pt 
olf your troops, and | that this great 
Anize, together with the town, muſt 
una veidahliy be in my hands within a 
few hours. net rs % eln 
Jack The town I muſt ſoon be 
it with all the cowardly raſcals 4 com- 
mand z that I canndt prevent but it 
is my wn fault if either myſelf or this 
pen who has er Mane a like 
AUD fate!“ ln ot hid woc on bn 
| ith eee you mean! 
wht ee gre ti et 2 til df 
That this rampart is loſty, the 
traiter Gl, replied, „and that ſhe, 
together with myſelf, ſhall be preci- 
Pitated from its height, unleſs the terms 
4 propoſe. are inſtantly complied with.” - 
Good God, What à trial was this 


ſor ne who loved like Strafford: He 
mall. his 5 towards his miſ- 
WO 37 treſs, 
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tteſs, and towards hisreampy! white!tis 


countenance was one moment pale with 
apprehenſion; the next flutheds withnins 
dignation. “ Mtr. Sherland,“ he ans 
ſwered, c will not believe: tliat this 

propoſal can be ſeriouily made, but 
this is not a time for trifling, or a ſub? 

ject upon which to trifle. I hate ſaid 

ance for-all, and you knowl ita] ͥ 
as Ido, that no terms can be hide 
with :@ traitor. But this-camvonlrmibe/ 
aſfered to try \mex>you cannot! really 
intend to ſhew: yourſelf ſo confumthates: 
ly baſe; and cowardly, as thus to take 
the life of an geo 
womanyftol ei mniqmas, ad: dT Pool 
»* Reft not on thatihopeiiol8hnoWies 


man is your Matilda, I want no other 


ſpur If I muſt be torture by the 
knowledge that you /poſſeſs the charms 
which have coſt me ſo many hours of 
anguiſh; Mhieh have ruined my honour =» 
and fame in this World, 2 hurt - 

#41 * me 


( 2868), 
me to eternal perditiof in the net, 1 


am teſolved that my ſafety ſhall at leaſt 
be- the price of your happineſs. Refuſe 
what I offer, we periſh together, and, 
dying. I mall be conſoled wikli the dea 
that I leave you wretched? “ 
The agony now viſible in Matilda's 
countenance is not to be deſetibed, and 
ſcarcely did Strafford ſeem leſs agitated; * 
it was a conflict between love and duty 
which the frmeſe nerves were requiſite 
to ſuſtain-. Urge this no more“ he 1 
ſaid, what you would have, never 
can be granted I am the property of 
my countty, 1 ul not think of __ 
| ſelf.” | x 90 eil ad en 
on \Difntereſied N 4 ba elenbd 


| Shank tabatiisgiyn de dus, Ak thee! 


more on her whom you would ſacri- 
fice] "Shall this lovely countehance be 
mangled ? theſe delicate limbs be rude- 
ly daſhed: to e e cannot . 


__ heart to do this 9 
a cc - Oh 
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Oh, God „Oh God. 1 exclaimed: 
Staate d but. I cannot ſtand here 
parleying any longer my anſwer is 
given.“ 101% din αν fo 1 thaw 
e Revoke it inſtantly,“ || cried Mc 
traitor, * or your Matilda dies. 
Then ſhe mult; periſh !??., he A. 
claimed. He ſmote his hand on his 
forebead, he fixed his eyes on the 
trembling victim, Matilda! Matilda!“ 
he cried, tis a Roman's death] meet 
it with fortitude, and may ee re- 
ceixe your ſpiritl DD rider „i 
And ſhe an periſh l“ "” ood Sher- 
land, furionſſy, in death, if not in 
life, ſhe ſhall be mine! 3 M. A8 
He claſped his arms around her 
ſhe ſtruggled he had almoſt, drawn 
her to the edge of the wall, every mo- 
ment I expected to ſee her daſned to 
pieces, when a ſhot. from a muſquet 
below pierced eee . n il. 
1113. 0Þ brain, 
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brain, his * gp ſtom their 
hold —he fell, and never ſpake more. 
Matilda, petrifled with aftoniſhment 
at this ſudden tranſition, gazed at him 
| with | a fixed and almoſt infenfible-flare, 
as he "lay weltering at her fect.—She 
ſeemed ſcarcely able to decide whether 
this were a dream or a reality—whe- 
ther ſhe were, indeed, thus almoſt mi- 
raculouſly 1 reſcued from deſtruction. But 
an Univerſal ſhout of joy both from the 
camp and the garriſon, foon ee 
her to recollection. 
_ party of the 1 headed by 
the officer next in command to Sher- 
land, on whom of courſe the princi- 
par command now devolved, now al- 
cended the rampart where we Rood. 
Thie breathleſs body of the traitor was 
faiſed up and exhibited to the public 
view. Tnoffenſive as was in a moment 
become that form, I yet ſhuddered to 
| 4 eil eee e by behoe | 
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behold it, for the lifeleſs features Nil 
retaitied all the fury with which they 
were animated when the blow was ſtruck. 
„ Behold,” faid the officer, © guilt 
puniſhed according to its deſerts 1— 
Then addreffing himſelf to Strafford, 
who was \ juſt beginning to breathe, 
after a ſcene which at firſt had, made 
even him motionleſs as a ſtatue, Sir,” 
ſaid he, “ the gates ſhall be inſtantly 
opened—you - have only to march in 
and take poſſeſſion of the town; we 
truſt that a generous conqueror is in- 
capable of abuſing the unlimited * 

thus placed in his hands.“ | 

„ And I equally truſt,“ 8 
Strafford, © that you will not find me 
undeſerving of the confidence with 
which I am honoured.” —Then looking 
earneſtly at Matilda, he claſped his 
hands together while his eyes, ſpake to 
her in a language of the moſt inexpreſ- 
_ bbletenderne(s, though I faiv his tongue 
A unable 


. pF . 
. 
- 
% wo 
4 p a 
_- 8 
* 4 n 


caſly- 
that both father and daughter would 


* 


6 290) 
dbable to beter a word. Silently there 
fore he proceecded towards” his ett. 
thente to iſſue out the orders neceſlary 
upon this earlier tranſporting 


ebente! bus bid wut eig bas bio} 
een die time; Began to re- 


cover fromthe firſt ſtunning ſenſation 
eccafioned'by what had paſſed, when; of 
coutfe, her father became the firſt object 
of het attention? To him, therefore; we 
flew with-all imaginable hafte, and were 


happily ourſelves the firſt meſſengers 'of 


our joyful tidings-. It is not meceſſary, 


neither have I time, to deſcribe the 
ſeene that enſued but you, Mafia, 
who know the parties concerned, will 
nceive it: I was only aftaid 


have expired with rapture. All termi- 
nated, however, better than I could have 


expected, und in half an hour "they 
nac both pretty well recovered this 
.., vgftation. The Governor in particular 


Was 
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was not the worſe for it, I could almoſt. 
_ ——— ne 1 
7 the — meetings between Straf⸗ 
ford and his future bride and father - 
in-law, ' Suffice, it to ſay that altoge- 
ther we experience a change of ſcene 
which yet ſeems almoſt incredible to us, 
Strafford's conduct on this fuccels, than 
by ſaying that it is celebrated on al 
hands, as the very reverſe of, Sherland's, 

and that he is no leſs admired by the 
garriſon who are his priſoners, than by 
the town which he has liberated. 
gut another meeting muſt be partinu- 
unexpected, ſo out of all. idea of poſſihi : 
lity, that it ſeems even more incredible 


to us, than all abe reſt united. When the 


harry and buſtle af takiogpoficſhanof te 
Dh nf 10m Wed t οf | 
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toten was over, an Hfquity was of nel 
ceeſſity eh be inſtitatedꝭ w/ it was that 
Had ventured ſo great a riſque as tihiè tak- 
ning Sherland's life at !fuch4d0 moment, 
finde mb deing ſs he! had Mötated ehe 
tract; and eenſequently, according to 
the Achs of war, the affair? could” tot 
be paſſed oer uhnetieed- 7 „512131 
>\Strafford however, juſtly diſcriminat 
ing between the preſent extraordinary 


Eaſe; and ſueh u violation under eo 


mon citebfifſtänces at The evching 
muſter; which he ſelected as the 
moſt i pioper time for making this ne- 
ceſſary I hveſtigation, firſt firſt ſek t forth 4 
Kis kroops tlie general criminality of che 
ch,, he was here obliged to notice, 
and then went on to ſay, that as in this 
patticuldr inftance there were many e 
tenuating circumſtances, uch as could 
rarely occur, he truſted chat if The offen- 
der would at once av. hitnſelf, and reſt 


cod 21114 . 21 si ode, 15197 his! 
yigg7) N S 


r 
bis cauſe on the merey of his country. 
he would eee | 
confidence lf & 12919 ot enn bed 
The troops: en. nber the 
Market-place of the town, and as this 

was an affair in which; both Matilda 
and myſelf could not but feel deeply in- 
tereſted, we had placed ourſelyes in 2 
balcony, which; commanded the whole 
area, in order to witneſs the progreſs of 
the enquiy, and had liſtened with ho 
conſiderable degree of attention, a8 
you will readily rar Straffard's _ 
ing, a dead Silence of _ om-three min 
* nutes.,epſued when, at length, a man 
— Repped „forth from — 
e bees be 
firſt, bowed his head to che ground, 
then xaiſing it up In me, moſt ngble 
Genera he dads, behold. the gulprit at 
vigretch whoſe life is thus become 
0 3 trebly 


% A 


—— 


{ (. 3 
el ten cd 10 io 2c the J Hao 
A fe 1 this g. c 
Wn and a traitor. Pour. Inga . 
Theſe words electrified 1 oled 
Ny "he neg it was Witerfor@ Him- 
; Searcely could 1 1: at Bilt bell ve 
es, but I looked again and agafn, 
a allo M Matilda, 1 each tine we 
= of 7 more thoroughly” convince” that 
| this. was no  miflake—that the treth- 
_ bling. culprit could Id be no - other than 
the man whom pe har Fol ppofed” ho 
k _ longer among 1 Bring Ae of 
this, Matilda could Ges con Oo Betten, 
dut by an involuntary im ale c 
15 oats 4 oh. deen 1 him! es is 
ot a t trattof, but one who is aft orna- 
| oF to human-nature ! Pe OD 
Ide voice even of Matilda bad been 
1, Aifregarded, had it urged 8 Was in- 
compatible 17 Os the Gut bbc 
Aut b opes of mercy had been 
given, ſhe only frronded 112 yer 


| (WS, * 
RUN her ropes app be 
, as, certain] 4 not. | inclined to 
the lenient fide, from 1 * 'rec6iA- 


| in ſounds 10 grat "to. "tis 
— « Riſe,” he faid, a 


. Wate ee Pow caſe aer en e 
2 common one—that , COunen nance 26d 


manner do not "belpeak” a hardened 
offender, though you heap ſich 'Reitby 
accuſations upon Yourlelf. | Y But all (hall 
BY eng 425 and where i metcy hn 
„1 hope f haye n nev: 
ſeyerity. | For forth's 
"take 8 4 you n muſt at preſent/te- 
win in cuſtody.” 03 H e, 
en ordered: hr bf ch the he gitatds 
to take charge of the culprit,': yy Cons 
duct him to 2 4 decent room in the 
4 8. but vo no account to fetter 
him, . treat! him harſhly | in any way. 
5 they. ey off With 


Þ. i 
bim, when the 15 5 ; were 


193177 the 22JO! 


low 5d} byabaoas! © "Mo 211⁰ 
badmiow 


Ro joiced us not a little, and I aſked; per- 4 


n 
E tg theigquarters,; 
"MA were, joined by-Straffard.,:! 512; 

We mien m of 18h the:; 
| udn ces of this | honeſt;creature's, | 
moons Af þ 1 gr tne 


A $5 wt of N Mat tilda's en, 
N pe hy ſure; Strafford. as not: before 
unfsxonrabiy diſpoſed, towards, him. 
ang_ all, that. he nom heard, flrengtb⸗ 
eneil more., forcibly the intereſt he 
„ nen the firſt been diſpoſed: to 1 
1 rae \ his; behalf. He aid that no 
e ſhould be omitted on his- part 
1 for, his preſervation, and; he bad little; 
doubt that, when all ſhould: be: faith- © 
fully repreſented, the royal parden 
might without difficulty. be obtained. 5 
This intelligence you may be fore ke 


ens impart, it qgy bis wiſe, 4 Alo 
IR | Dun of! relies 117 25 180 1 All O11 


7 
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6 FRY 1 
to vit kim, and enguif f at U. 
racle he hd eſcaped, when we fuppoſed” 
bim lot, on which" fubjeRt tt; culi- 
ofity; a you will Hardly ddübt, Gas 5 
upon the rack to obtain infortiiitich.” bt 
Both theſe” requeſts werk "gratited®” 
without à moment's hefitation, By 0 Hl 
new” lord and maſter, his foul being” 
made ef father mote ductile materials” 
than chat of his predeceffor. Thaſtened 
thereſbre Hrſt co Sally, Wort 1 fond 
almoſt /befide herſelf Witk joy A Her 
buſdands Being teftoretU'tb her, aftef H 
taduppblea'i #'thing impöffble nd. 

could my neus fail of a ng ka 
ably/ #6 het ttarifÞorts,2*/T "then weve” 
to Waterfotd® binfelf, froth” who, 1 2 
ter many greetings and "expreſſions 
dlight>bvtv both ſides at this ay 
pected change of * 1 Tad the“! 
following relation. « Joan, ed iel 

When 5 ppm executioners de 
ſired to ſhake hands with him, and aſk. 

| l 5 7 2-2 


3 


TY 


5 15 e 2h ah 6" 25 
SE life, 8 50 fitriver 
an his « car, &; 3 21 not kill . 7 
Mn I Mk bay e 
| Waterford, "tho ough wien ity Aſto- 
niſhe "at, wh at he heard, had yet 1 
Q _ \ preſence of nd, 4 f ot to be⸗ 
any ſymptoms | of furp rize: he 
e own, - how | however, to le "the 
re, „ eich Tenfations, he "lays,” With 
£ ng be, deſcribed; ETA Ton 
_  elate with © oPe, he doubtful whether 
he "might. rely on the flattering expec- | 
tations j juſt nad in his boſom. Bit 
in a moment after "feeling hittlelk 
wounded, he fell back a as he had been 
Girecked, and inftantly perceived ſome- 
1 8 thrown over his body,” WHICH was 
edately | laid on the the, and borti 


9 0 506100 28. 
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7 en In. EY 
manner pe Was Carried to 


ba WW not fac _aiffMit, Fea ans. 
pt up. "and. * ith ſelf fi- 
1 1 . rounded 


6 
rounded by faur fir, who imme- 7 
Gateſy began 60 ſhake him "by che 

hands, f. LING well, . e | 
have manage d this ell, haye we ver P 
ou are Th much butt 1 50 ope, w 


could. not help a Ne ſcratching 5 er 
2 doc 


de * Hum 


6 


moment; + h a Rf 0 
pk * 

ſurgeon. imm Nach be n 
his wound, which being * made b ; 


a it Wit 1 n 15 


{mall 7 = Fog 8 
* him he would 
be well. Rs 1 5 . * 
1 Waterford then ca agerly enquitee 5 
how all this had, 2 when one 
of the ſoldiers anſwered him, _ why, ; 
f comrade, v we have been conjuring about 
his eyer_ ſince 9 17 was paſſed upon 
you, box We wan 0 * te cheat the | 


FP UG Genet ral, 


wg | 0 
-N General- as Wg had ha ind, 0/6: foe, 
that ſuch an, honeſt fellow; as yen, 
ſhould... be made food, for1cwomas: i in 
ſuch a. ſneaking pitiful-kiad of way. S0 
at-Jaſk we contrived, to: perſuade him, 
tat it would not be ſaſe for him t 
let. your-- body be expoſed: for a mo- 
ment, becauſe as there was a grumbling 
in che town about your being executed, 
the fight; of the body might perhaps 
breed a riot. but if he would <onleat, 
| an throw dais the: wing: at night, 
and there would be an end of the mat- 


tees. He thought to be- ſure, from all 


is, that we were mighty eager to ſerve 

bim, ſoche was very full of his [praiſes 
and bid us do as we ſaid. So then we 
agreed with thoſe that were to fire, 
chat they ſnould manage only to load 
with ſmall ſhot, and to take ſuch an 
; aim that they could, not. do much miſ- 
eee ſuc- 
92. ; 5 cCeeeded 


=, SAFER > 
ceeded juſt ase wwiſhedg and here yd a 
_ ſafe; but you muſt get out of the'town! 
at night for frar of being diſcovered!!! 


That Wuaterferd's gratitude was a4 


bundantly/poured out for ſo importank 
à piece of ſervice; undertake at ſuch! 


imminent hazard to themſelves; "heed! 
not be mentioned. Equally unneceffary 
is ĩt to pauſe in my narrative in order 
to paſs a panegyrie on the chntrivefs 
and executors of this ſelieme:! ſinee 
much dexterity and kindnefs ef heart 
was ſhewn by all concerned in it, that 
the bare relation of their conduct is the 
beſt eneomium it can receive. A liba- 
tion to his 1 peedy y recovery from BH 
wound,” and final eſcape” from all Me 
perils; on the part of the ſoldiers; and 
of thanks for their exertions in his fa- 
vour, on the part of Waterford, con- 
cluded this ſceᷣne 

The latter eſcaped Kom- the town at 
night without difficalty, and paſſed into 
53922 Straf- 


found, when he might diſcqver himſelf 


his tory among —— own. regi>. 
ment; which happened to. form, a; part 
of the beſieging army. They imme- 


diately promiſed to conceal and protect 
him, till ſome opportunity could he 


with the beſt hopes of pardon, and 
there he has accordingly. remained ever 
among the croud, at the parley between 
Strafford and Sherland, hen at the 
firſt perception of Matilda's critical 


ſituation, he reſolved to be prepared 
againſt any emergency, and rather a 
third time to forfeit his own life, than 
behold her brought to the horrid end 
with which ſhe was menaced. 

- He. accordingly procured a muſket 
from one of the ſoldiers, and loading 
it, held it in readineſs. to fire, with full. 
confidence in his own tried ſkill as a 
- markſman, that he. could. accompliſn 
ATTA' 7.5 ; his 


( 35 ) 
his purpoſe without injury to Matilda; 
whoſe fituation' was ſuch; that if this 
had! been undertaken by à leſs ſxilful 
hand, the Charge deſtined to free her, 
might not improbably have taken her 
life inſtead of her perſecutor's. Ia e 
His fucteſß you already know, and 
here therefore, my dear Maria, I Qyalt 
On this long and intereſting let- 

er, leaving you to make n 
e wonderful à ſeries of events. 
To have relited N is ſufficient — 
IBID ene HW Mengen ift, 
916909 Yournow Joyful MIGLU J43 
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ber, eee . dear wine 
| Free news is juſt e oa 
the-laft-temaiming: body of the invaders 
have ſurtendered themſelves priſoners 
of warz-confequently this long haraſſed 
country may nom with confidence'look: | 
forwards to a ſpeedy reſtoration to per- 
ſect trinquillity. Z 224 18 0 bS3amifts Vi? M1] 
The Governor recovers very faſt, and 
Matalda's bloom and beauty are neatly 

reſtored. As ſoon as the former is 
well enough to undertake the journey, 


e yab om roy be 


| ans; i 
f „. letter was written about a fortni 
afted the former; we have thong ght it f, 
to ate: de intermediates, ot 28 Þ910-l. 
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we are all to remove to penwood, 
which is the ſpot our lovely friend has 
choſen for crowning her deliverer with 
his ardently Geste dengel. L reward 
of ſtill greater value to him, th th 

other 3 MR, which, a are, 1.4“ hg 10 
upon him, though to "theſe he can by 
no means be inſenſible, -fince- bei fe 
them the juſt recompenſe of mexitor 


- ous actions. The rank -of- General in | 
the atmy, and the command of the re- 
giment, in which, at the commence- 5 


ment of theſe troubles, he was on 


Captain, are no unacceptable proof: 


that his courage and conduct are pro--—- 


perly eſtimated * his W 19} 


country fot yi rpment 20073%04) 2d 1 
I have altered to reward the 0e. 
vernor ſor all his toils and troubles, N 2 
to take the name of Boynton, on 
the very ſame day that Matilda reſigns. 
it; but the old fellow bas been o very 
ill. bred as to refuſe, me. I muſt there: 
. fore 


2 
— — $ 


5 F =, (306 } LT f 
fore. be contetited ſtill to rtmain, as I do 
i perfect ſincerity, . . 
"Your moſt affectiondte her,” 
8 * 
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258 DIO; 
CHAP. I. 


DBSCRIPTION OF A ' PALACE: IN A 
| VALLEY; / | 


E who liſten with credulity to the 
1 Whiſpers of fancy, and perſue 
with eagerneſs the phantoms of hope; 
who expect char age will perform the 
promiſes of 'youth, and that the defi- 
ciencies of the preſent day will be ſup» 
plied by the morrow; attend to the 

oy of Raſſelas prince of Abiſſinia. 
a — Raſſelas 


Reg RASSELAS, 


Raſſelas was the fourth ſon of the 
mighty emperour, in whoſe dominions 
the Father of Waters begins his courſe; 
whoſe bounty pours down the ſtreams 
of plenty, and ſcatters over half the 
world the harveſts of Egypt. 


According to the cuſtom which has 
deſcended from age to age among the 
- monarchs of the torrid zone, Raſſelas 
Was confined in a private palace, with 
the other ſons and daughters of Abiſſi- 
nian royalty, till the order of ſucceſſion 
mould call him to the throne. 

; The place, which the wiſdom or 
policy of antiquity had deſtined for 
the reſidence of the Abiſſinian princes, 


was a ſpacious valley i in the kingdom 
of Amhara, ſurrounded on every ſide 


by mountains, of which the ſummits 
overhang the middle part. The only 
. paſſage, 
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 . paſſage, by which it could be entered, 


was a cavern that paſſed under a rock; 
of which it has long been diſputed 
whether it was the work of nature or 
of human induſtry. The outlet of 
the cavern was concealed by a thick 
wood, and the mouth which opened 
into the valley was cloſed. with gates 
of iron forged by the artificers of an- 
cient days, ſo maſly that no man could 
without the help of engines open or 
ſhut them. 1 | 


From the mountains on every "Nie 
rivulets deſcended that filled all the 
valley with verdure and- fertility; and 
formed a lake in the middle' inhabited 
by fiſh of every ſpecies, and frequented 
by every fowl whom nature has taught 
to dip the wing in water. This lake 
diſcharged i its ſuperfluities by a ſtream 
| = B 2 which 


= —_—. 2 — 


48s BTA. 
which entered a dark cleft of the moun- 


| rain on the northern ſide, and fell with 


dreadful noiſe from precipice to preci- 
dier dil ix was beard no more. 4 


The ſides of the mountains were co- 
yered with trees, the banks of the 
brooks were diverſified with flowers ; 
every blaſt ſhook ſpices from the rocks, 
and every month dropped fruits upon 
the ground. All animals that bite the 
graſs, or brouſe the ſhrub, whether 
wild or tame, wandered in this exten- 
five circuit, ſecured from beaſts of prey 
by the mountains which confined them: 


On one part were flocks and herds 


ſeeding in the paſtures, on another all 
the beaſts of chaſe friſking in the 
lawns ; the ſprightly kid was bounding 
on the rocks, the ſubtle monkey fro- 
n in the trees, and the ſolemn 


— 
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elephant repoſing in the ſhade. AN the 
diverſities of the world were brought 
together, the bleſſings of nature were 
colleted, and its diggs ego and 


excluded. 
| The valley, e mt 
plied its inhabitants with the neceſlas 


ries of life, and all delights and ſuper- 
fluities were added at the annual viſit 
which the emperour paid his children, 
when the iron gate was opened to the 
found of mufick ; and during eight 
days every one that reſided in the vals 
ley was required to propoſe whatever 
might contribute to make ſecluſion 
pleaſant, to fill up the vacancies of at- 
tention, and leſſen the tediouſneſs of 
time. Every deſire was immediately 
granted. All the artifices of pleafure 


r 
B 3 
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the muſicians exerted the power of har- 
tony, and the dancers ſhewed their 
activity before the prihces, in hope 
that they ſhould paſs their lives in this 
bliſsful captivity, to which thoſe. only 
were admitted whoſe performance was 
thought able to add novelty to luxury. 
Such was the appearance of ſecurity 
and delight which this retirement af- | 
forded,'-that they, to whom it was new; 
_ always deſired that it might be perpe: 


FE tual ; and as thoſe, on whom the iron 


gate had once cloſed, were never ſuf, 
fered to return, the effect of longer 
experience could not be known. Thus 
every year produced new ſchemes of 
delight,” and new. ae for i impri- 
ſon ment. | 

The Ss ſtood on an eminence 


| ried about thirty rs above the ſur⸗ 
953 5 1 face | 
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face of the lake. | It was divided into 
many ſquares or courts, built with 
greater or leſs magnificence, according 
to the rank of thoſe for whom they 
were deſigned. The roofs were turned 
into arches of maſly ſtone joined by a 
cement that grew harder by time, and 
the building / ſtood from century to 
century deriding the ſolſtitial rains and 
equincctial ee, Who — 


reparation. | 


This houſe, * was 0 1 as to 
be fully known to none but ſome an- 
cient officers who ſucceſſively inherited 
the ſecrets of the place, was built as if 
ſuſpicion herſelf had dictated the plan. 
To every room there was an open and 
ſecret paſſage; every ſquare had a com- 
- munication with the reſt, either from 
the upper ſtories by private galleries, 

WS or 


>  RASSELAS, |: 
or by ſubterranean paſſages from the 
lower apartments. Many of the co- 
lumns had unſuſpected cavities, in 


Which a long race of monarchs had 


xepoſited. their treaſures. They then 
cloſed up the opening with marble, 
Which was never to be removed but in 
the utmoſt exigencies of the kingdom; 
and: recorded their accumulutions in 
book- which was itſelf concealed in u 
tower not entered but by the emperoar,: 
attended by the 3 * * 
e ee e on VE 
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PRINCE OF 9 8 
THE pISconTENT OF RASSELAS IN THE 
HAPPY VALLEY. 5 


H- the PRE and daughters of 
Abiſſinia lived only to know the 
ſoft viciſſitudes of pleaſure and repoſe, 
attended by all that were ſkilful to de · 
light, and gratified with whatever the 
ſenſes can enjoy. They wandered in 
gardens of fragrance, and flept in the 
fortreſſes of ſecurity. Every art was 
practiſed to make them pleaſed with 
their own condition. The ſages who 
inſtructed them, told them of nothing 
but the miſeries of public life, ahd 
deſcribed all beyond the mountains a$ 
regions of calamity, where diſcord was 
always raging; and where man preyed 
W 
. B 5 | To 
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To he ighten their opinion of their 


= 


own felicity, they were daily enter- 
_ tained with ſongs, the ſubject of which 


was the happy valley. Their appetites 


were excited by frequent enumerations 


of different enjoyments, and revelry 


and merriment was the buſineſs of every. 


hour from the dawn of mga to We 
a of even. 5 
"I HC methods were - generally ſuc- 
GER: few of the princes had ever 
wiſhed to. enlarge their bounds, but 
paſſed their lives in full conviction that 


1 they h had all within their reach that art or 
” nature could beſtow, and pitied thoſe 


whom fate had excluded from this fear 
of tranquillity, as | the port of chance 
and the ſlaves of miſery. 1 


Thus they. roſe in the morning >a 


hy _—_ at night, * With each 


2 ld 4 other 


nu 
7 - 
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other and with themſelves, all but 
Raſſelas, who in the twenty-ſixth year 
of his age began to withdraw himſelf 
from their paſtimes and aſſemblies, 
and to delight in ſolitary walks and 
ſilent meditation. He oſten ſat before 
tables covered with luxury, and forgot 
to taſte the dainties that were placed 
before him: he roſe abruptly in the 
midſt of the ſong, and haſtily. retired 
beyond the ſound of muſick. His at- 
tendants obſerved; the change, and en- 
deavoured to renew his love of plea- 
ſure ; he neglected their officiouſneſe, 
repulſed their invitations, and ſpent 
day after day on the banks of rivulets 
ſheltered with trees, where he ſome- 
times liſtened to the birds in the 
branches, ſometimes obſerved the fiſh 
playing in the ſtream, and anon Alt 
B68 28: fxg, 
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is eyes upon the paſteres and mon- 


tains filled with animals, of which ſome 
were biting the herbage, and ſome ſleep- 


ing among the buſhes. 


This ſingularity of his humour da 
oh much-obſexyed. One of the Sages, 
in whoſe converſation he had formerly 
delighted, followed him fecretly, in 


hope of diſcovering the cauſe of his 
diſquiet. Raſſelas, who knew not that 


any one was near him, having for ſome 
time fixed his eyes upon the goats that 
were broufing among the rocks, began 
Ore 4% rapport 27 his 
What, faid he, « makes. the 
difference between m. and all the 


reſt of the animal- creation? Every 


beaſt eint rays. — me has the 


. ſame 
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fame corporeal neceſſities with myſelf; 
he is hungry and "crops the graſs, he 
is thirſty and drinks the ſtream, his 
thirſt and hunger are appeaſed, he is 
ſatisfied and ſleeps; he riſes again and 
is hungry, he is again ſd and is at reſt. 
I am hungry and thirſty like him, but 
when thirſt and hunger ceaſe I am not 
at reſt; I am, like him, pained with 
want, but-am not, like him, fatisfied 
with fulneſs. The intermediate. hours 
care tedious and gloomy ; I tong again 


to be hungry that I may again quicken 
my attention. The birds pick the 


berries or the corn, and fly away to 
the groves, where they fit in ſeeming 
happineſs on the branches, and waſte 
their lives in tuning ne unvaried ſe- 
ries of ſounds. '1 likewiſe can call the 
ear phe the finger, but the ſounds 
+- - that 


o 


14 


5 has ſome 
this place affords no gratification, or 
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that pleaſed me yeſterday weary me to- 


| day, and will grow yet more weariſome 


to-morrow. I can diſcover within me 
no power of perception -which is not 
EW with its proper pleaſure, yet I 

not feel m ſelf delighted. Man 
tent ſenſe for which 


he has ſome deſires diſtin& from ſenſe 
which muſt be ſatisfied before he can * 
happy. 21 ine 

After this he lifted up his head, * 
Gong: g the moon riſing, walked towards 
the palace. As he paſſed through the 
fields, and ſaw the animals around him, 


Tes, ſaid. he, are happy, and need 


not envy me that walk thus among you, 
burthened with myſelf; nor do I, ye 


gentle bei vy your felicity ; for ic 

| is not the feliCity of man. I have many 

101% 8 ROT diſtreſſes 
WE = 


7 
wi 
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diſtreſſes from which ye are free; I fear 
pain when I do nat feel it; I ſometimes 
ſhrink at evils recollected, and ſome- 
times ſtart at evils anticipated: ſurely 
the equity of Providence has balanced 
peculiar ſufferings > ama” enjoy; 
ments.” 

With obſervations like theſe the EN 
amuſed himſelf as he returned, uttering 
them with a plaintiff voice, yet with a 
look that diſcoyered him to feel ſome 
complacence in his own perſpicacity, and 
to receive ſome ſolace of the miſeries of 
life; from conſciouſneſs of the delicacy 
with which he felt, and the 'cloquenee 
with which he | bewailed them. He 
mingled cheerfully in the diverſiongiof 
the evening, and all rejoiced to find that 
his heart was lightened . See Won 


a 


, lr. IZA . 
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THE WANTS OF HIM THAT WANTS 
NOTHING. | 


ON. the next day his old inſtructor, 

imagining that he had,now made 
himſelf acquainted with his diſeaſe of 
mind, was in hope of curing it by 
counſel, and officiouſly ſought an op- 
portunity of conference, which the 
prince, having long conſidered him as 
one whoſe intereſts were exhauſted, 


| was not very willing to afford: « Why,” 


faid he, does this man thus intrude 
upon me; ſhall I be never ſuffered to 
fotget thoſe lectures which pleaſed only 
while they were new, and to become 
new again muſt be forgotten? He 
then walked into the wood, and com- 

poſed 


hc 
* 
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poſed himſelf to his uſual meditations ; 
when before his thoughts had taken any 
ſettled form, he perceived his purſuer at 
his ſide, and was at firft prompted by 
his impatience to go haſtily away; but, 
being unwilling to offend a man whom 
he had once reverenced and ftilt loved, 
he im him to NS with * on 


Tbe 100 man this e be⸗ 
gan to lament the change which had 
been lately obſerved in the prince, and 
to enquire why he ſo often retired from 
the pleaſures of the palace, to loneliz 
neſs and ſilence. I fly from pleaſure,” 
aid the prince, „ becauſe pleaſure has 
ceaſed to pleaſe; I am lonely becauſe 
I am miſerable, and am unwilling to 
cloud with my preſence" the happineſs - 
of others.” Lou, Sir,” ſaid che ſage, 

12 | « are. 


2 
. 4 1 


* 
. 
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cc are; the gs who has complained of 
| miſery. in the boppy valley. 1 hope to 
convince. you that your complaints have 
no teal; cauſe. Vou are here in full 
poſſeſſion of all that the emperour of 
Abiſſinia can beſtow ; here is neither 
labour to ; be endured nor danger to be 
dreaded, yet here is all that labour or 
danger can procure or purchaſe. Look 
unch and tell me which of your) Wants 
1s without ſupply: if, een ln 
how are you an 8100 
.. That I want nothing”. kid. yoo 
prince, cor that I know not what I 
want, is the cauſe of my complaint; 3: 
if. I had any known want, I ſhould 
kave a certain wiſh; that wiſh would 
excite endeavour, and I ſhould not 
chen repine to ſee the ſun move ſo 
lowliy towards the weſtern mountain, 
Ss > - or 
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or lament when the day breaks and ſleep 
will no longer hide me from myſelf. 
When I ſee the kids and the lambs 
chafing one another, I fancy that I 
ſhould be happy if I had ſomething to 
perſue. But, poſſeſſing all that I can 
want, I find one day and one hour ex- 
actly like another, except that the latter 
is ſtill more tedious than the former. 
Let your experience inform me how 
the day may now ſeem as ſhort as in 
my childhood, while nature was yet 
freſh, and every moment ſhewed me 
what I never had obſerved before. I 
have already enjoyed too much ; give 
me ſomething to deſire.” 

The old man was ſurpriſed at this 
new ſpecies of affliction, and knew not 
what to reply, yet was unwilling to be 
filent. © Sir,” ſaid he, « if you had ſeen 

the 
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the miſeries of the world, you would 
know how to value your preſent ſtate.” 
Now, ſaid the prince, © you have 
given me ſomething to deſire; I ſhall 
hong to ſee the miſeries of the world, 
fince the ſight of them is neceſſary to 
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CAP. iv. 
THE PRINCE CONTINUES TO GRLEVE 
AND: RUSS. | 


T this time the ſound of muſick 

prochimed the hour of repaſt, 
and the converfation was concluded. 
The old man went away fufficiently 
diſcontented, to find that his reaſon- 
ings had produced the only concluſion 
which they were intendect to prevent. 
But in the decline of life ſhame and 
grief are of ſhort duration; whether it 
be that we bear eaſily what we have 
born long, or that, finding ourſelves 
in age leſs regarded, we leſs regard 
others; or, that we look with flight 
regard upon afflictions, to which we 
know that the hand of Genth 1 is about to 
* an end. 


The 


= * 
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The prince, whoſe views were ex- 
tended to a wider ſpace, could not 
ſpeedily quiet his emotions, He had 
been before terrified at the length of 
life which nature promiſed him, becauſe 
he conſidered that in a long time much 
- muſt be endured; he now rejoiced in 
his youth, becauſe in many yearn much 
might be done. 

Te © This firſt beam . 
: been ever darted into his mind, re- 
kindled youth in his cheeks, and dou- 
bled the luſtre, of his eyes. He was 
fired with the deſire of doing ſomething, 
though he knew not yet with —_— 
either end or means. 

He was now no longer gloomy * 
unſocial; but, conſidering himſelf as 
maſter of a ſecret ſtock of happineſs, 


which he could enjoy wy by concealing 
324 15 it, 
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it, he affekted to be buſy in all ſchemes 
of diverſion, and endeavoured to make 
others pleaſed with the ſtate of which he 
himſelf was weary. But pleaſures ne- 
ver can be ſo multiplied or continued, | 
as not to leave much of life unemploy= : 
ed; there were many hours, both of the 
night and day, which he could ſpend 
without ſuſpicion in ſolitary thought. 
The load of liſe was much lightened : 
he went eagerly into the aſſemblies, be- 
cauſe he ſuppoſed the frequency of his 
preſence neceſſary to the ſucceſs of his 
purpoſes ; he retired gladly to privacy, 
becauſe he had now a ee r 
thought. * ap 
His chief amaſemeiiei was to daten 
to himſelf that world which he had 
never ſeen; to place himſelf i in various 
conditions to de entangled in ima- 
3 ginary 


* . 
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Sinary — and to be engaged 

in wild adventures: but his bene vo- 
lence always terminated his projects in 

the relief of diſtreſs, the detection of 
fraud, the defeat of oppreſſion, * 
diffuſion of happineſs. 

Thus paſſed twenty months of the 
ke of Raſſclas He buſied himſelf fo 
intenſely in viſionary buſtle, that he 
forget his real ſolituce and, amidſt 
. hourly preparations for the various in- 
endewts of human. affairs, neglected to 
0” ORR 
| One day, 28 n a bank, 

; he ſcigned eo himſelf an orphan virgin 
robbed of hen little portion by a treach- 
draus lover, and crying after him for 
the image impreſſed 6 2 upon his mind, 
12 chat 
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that he ſillſted up in the miaid's defence, 
and run forwld to ſeize the plunderer 
with all the eagerneſs of real purſuit. 
Fear naturally quickens the flight of 
guilt. Raſſelas could not catch the fu- 
gitive with his utmoſt efforts but, re- 
ſolving to weary by perſeveraſſte, him 
whom he could not ſurpaſs in ſpeed, he 
preſſed on Pl the foot of the mountain 
ſtopped his coutle, MY 

Here he retollefted himſelf, and 
ſmiled at his own uſeleſs impetuoſity. 
Then raiſing his eyes to the mountain, 
c This,” faid he; < is the fatal obſtacle 
that hinders at once the enjoyment of 
pleaſure, and the exerciſe of virtue. 
How long is it that my hopes fi 


wiſhes 


have flown beyond this boundary of my 


life, which yet I never have Wa 
to ſurmount!“ 212 


C Strucx 
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Struck with this refledin, he fat 
> any to. muſe; and remembered, that 
ſince he. firſt refolved to eſcape from 
his confinement, the ſun had paſſed 

twice over him in his annual courſe. 
He now felt 2a degree of regret with 
which he had neveg been before ac- 
quainted. He confidered how much 
might have been done in the time 
which had paſſed, and left nothing 
real behind it. HeTonipared twenty 
months with the life of man. t In 
life, faid he, © is not to be countedithe 
isnorance of infancy, or imbecility of 
age. We are long before we are able 
| to think, and we. ſoon ceaſe from the 
| power f acking. The true period of 
human exiſtence may be reaſonably 
eſtimated at forty years, of which I 
have muſed away the four and twentieth 


part. 
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part. What I have loſt was certain, 


for I have certainly poſſeſſed it; but of 


twenty months to come who can aſſure 
me ?” 

The. conſciouſneſs of his own folly 
pierced him deephj and he was long 
before he could qe reconciled him- 
ſelf. The reſt of my time,” ſaid he, 
« has been loſt by the crime or folly of 
my anceſtors, and the abſurd inſtitu- 
tions of my country; I remember it 
with diſguſt, yet without remorſe: but 
the months that have paſſed ſince new 


light darted into my ſoul, ſince 1 


formed a ſcheme of reaſonable felicity, 
have been ſquandered by my own 
fault. I have loft chat Which Lan ne- 
ver be reſtored; I have ſeen the ſun 


riſe and ſet for twenty months, an idle 
gazer on the light of heaven: In this 
be wag time 


* 
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time the birds have left the neſt of 
their mother, and committed them- 
ſelves to the woods and to the ſkies: 
the kid has forſaken the teat, and 
learned by degrees to climb the rocks 
in queſt of independent ſuſtenance. I 
only have made noggdvances, but am 
ſtill helpleſs and ignorant. The moon, 
by more than twenty changes, admo- 
niſhed me of the flux of life”; the ſtream 
that rolled before my feet upbraided my 
inactivity. I fat feaſting on intellectual 
luxury, regardleſs alike of the examples 
of the earth, and the inſtructions of the 
planets. Twenty months are ral, who 
ſhall reſtore them?“ 
Thee ſortowſul meditations faſtened 
upon his mind; he paſſed four months 
in reſolving to loſe no more time in 
idle reſolves, and was awakened to more 
| . 8080 vigorous 


At 
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vigorous exertion, by hearing a maid, 
who had broken à porcelain cup, re- 
mark, that what cannot be repaired is 
not to be regretted. 
This was obvious; and Raſſelas re- 
proached himſelf that he had not diſco- 
vered it, having not known, or not con- 
ſidered, how many uſeful hints are ob- 
tained by chance, and how often the 
ron ardour to diſ- 
tant views, neglects the truths that lie 
open before her. He, for a fe hours, 
regretted his regret, and, from that time 
bent his whole mind upon he means of 
clcaping from the valley ffn eft . 
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"CHAP. V. 


THE PRINCE MEDITATES HIS ESCAPE, 


IE now found that it would. be 
very difficult to effect that which 
it was very eafy to ſuppoſe effected; 
When he looked round about him, he 
fav kimſelf confined by the bars of n- 
ture whith had never yet Beet Brolkeri, 
and by the gate, through which” none 
chat once had paſſed it were ever able 
td return. He was now impatiem as 
an eagle ins grate. He pufled week 
aſter week in clambering the moun- 
- tains, tb ſee if there was any aperture 
which the buſhes might conceal, but 
found all the ſummits inacceſſible by 
their prominence, The iron gate he 
deſpaired to open; for it was not only 
. ſecured 
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ſecured: with all the power of art, but 
was always watched by ſucceflive ſen- 
tinels, and was by its poſition expoſed 
to the perpetual obſervation of all the 
He then examined the cavern through 
which the waters of the lake were dif- 
charged; and, looking down at à time 
when the fon ſhone ſtrongly tipon its 
mouth, he diſcovered it to be full of 
broken rocks, which, though they per- 
mitted the ſtream to flow chr gh many 
narrow paſſages, would ſtop any body 
of ſolid bulk. He returnell diſcouraged 
and dejected; but having now known 
the bleſſing of hope, reſolved never to 
deſpai. 1 | 
In theſe fruitleſs ſearches he ſpent 
ten months. The time, however; 
paſſed- cheerfully away : in the morn- 
C 4 "my 
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ing he roſe with new hope, in the even- 
ing applauded his own diligence, and 
in the night ſlept ſound after his fa- 
tigue. He met a thouſand amuſements 
which beguiled his labour, and diver- 
ſified his thoughts. He diſcerned the | 
various inſtincts of animals and pro- 
perties of plants, and found the place 
replete with wonders, of which he pur- 
poſed to ſolace himſelf with the . 
templation, if he ſhould never be able 
to acconiÞliſh his flight; rejoicing that 
his endeavours, though yet unſucceſsful, 
Had ſupplied im with a ſource * ine x- 
hauſtible enquiry. 1 25 
But his original curioſity was not yet 
ene, he reſolved : obtain ſome 
knowledge of the ways of men. His 
wiſh ſtill continued, but his hope grew 
leſs. He ceaſed to ſurvey any longer 
e 
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the walls of his. priſon, and ſpared to 
ſearch by new toils for interſtices which 
he knew could not be found, yet deter- 
mined to keep his deſign always in view, 
and lay hold on any expedient that time 
ſhould offer. 


* 
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"CHAP. VL.” 
A DISSERTATION ON THE ART OF 
FLYING. | | 


Anono: the artiſts that had: been 
allured into the happy valley, tw”. 
labour for the accommodation and 
pleaſure of its inhabitants, was a man 
eminent for his knowledge of the me- 
chanick powers, who had contrived 
many engines both of uſe and recre- 
ation. By a wheel, which the ſtream 
Morned, he forced the water into a 
tower, whence it was diſtributed to all 
the apartments of the palace. 
erected a pavilion in the garden, 
around which he kept the air always 
cool by artificial ſhowers. One of the 
groves, appropriated to the ladies, was 


ventilated _ 
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ventilated by fans, to which the rivuler 
that run through it gave a conſtant mo- 
tion; and inſtruments of ſoft” muſick 
| were placed at proper diſtances, of which 
ſome played by the impulſe | of the 
Wind, and ſome by the "i of thi 
Mream. | 
This artiſt was "Re viſited by 
Raſſelas, who was pleaſed with every 
kind of knowledge, imagining that the 
time would come when all his acqui- 
fitions ſhould be of uſe to him in the 
open world. He came one day to 
amuſe himſelf in his uſuab manner, and 
found the maſter buſy in building a 
failing chariot : he ſaw that the deſign 
was practicable upon a level ſurface, 
and wich expteffions of great eſteem ſo- 
licited its completion. The workman 
was 3 to find himſelf ſo much re- 
C 6 W 
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garded by the prince, and reſolved to 
gain yet higher honours. © Sir,” ſaid 
he, «© you have ſeen but a ſmall part of 
what the mechanick ſciences can per- 
form. I have been long of opinion, 
that inſtead of the tardy conveyance of 
ſhips and chariots, man might uſe the 
ſwifter migration of wings; that the 
fields of air are open to knowledge, and 
that only ignorance and idleneſs need 
Feray upon the ground 
This hint rekindled the prince's de- 
ire of paſſing the mountains; having 
en what the mechaniſt had already 
performed, he was willing to fancy that 
he could do more; yet reſolved to 
enquire further, before he ſuffered hope 
to afflict him by diſappointment. « I 
am afraid, ſaid he to the artiſt, « that 
your eien * over your 
| 1 _ kill 
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fkill, and that you now tell me rather 
what you wiſh, than what you know. 
Every animal has his deu aſſigned 
him; the birds have the air and man 
and beaſts the earth.. So,“ Tephed | 
the mechaniſt, fiſhes have the water, 
in which yet beaſts can ſwim by na- 
ture, and men by art. He that can 
ſwim needs not deſpair to fly: to ſwim 
is to fly in a groſſer fluid, and to fly is 
to ſwim in a ſubtler. We are only to 
proportion our power of reſiſtance to 
the different denſity of matter through 
which we are to paſs. You will be ne⸗ 
ceſſarily upborn by the air, if you can 
renew any impulſe upon it faſter than the 
air can recede from the preflure.” 

« But the exerciſe of ſwi 
ſaid the prince, is very laborious; the 
ſtrongeſt limbs are ſoap, wearicd ; I am. 

| 9 afraid 


57 
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afraid the act of flying will be yet more 
violent; and wings will be of no great 
uſe, unleſ we can fly further than we 
can ſwimj . 4 

The labour of riſing from the 
ground,” ſaid the artiſt, will be great, 
as we ſee it in the heavier domeſticx 
fowls, but as we mount higher, the 
_ earth's attraction, and the body's gra- 
vity, will be gradually diminiſhed, till 
we ſhall arrive. at a region where the 
man will float in the air without any 
tendency to fall: no care will then be 
neceſſary but to move forwards, which 
the gertleſt impulſe wilt effect. You, 
Sir, whoſe curioſity is ſo extenfive,; will 
eaſily conceive with what pleafure a 
philgſopher, furniſhed with wings, and 
_ hovering in the ſky, would ſee the 
2 and all 10 inhabitants, rolling 
"Aa beneath 


* 
tad. 
* 
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beneath him, and preſenting to him 
ſucceflively, by its diurnal motion, all 
the countries within the fam; parallel. 
How muſt it amuſe the pendent ſpec- 
tator to ſee the moving ſcene of land 

and ocean, cities and defarts! To ſur- 

"vey with equal ſecurity the marts of 
trade, and the fields of battle; moun- 
tains infeſted by barbarians, and fruit- 
ful regions gladdened by plenty and 
lulled by peace! How eafily ſhall we 
then trace the Nile through all his paſ- 
ſage; paſs over to diſtant regions; and 
examine the face of nature from one ex- 
tremity of the earth to the other! ?“! 

<All this,” ſaid the prince, * is much 
to be deſired; but I am afraid that no 
man will be able to breathe in theſe 
regions of ſpeculation and tranquillity. 
I have been told, "Ur reſpiration is 


difficult 


difficulc upon lofty mountains, yet from : 
theſe precipices, though ſo high as to 
produce gat tenuity of air, it is very 
eaſy to : therefore I ſuſpect, that 
from any height, where life can be ſup- 
ported, there may be e of too 
quick deſcent? " 
Nothing, replied the artiſt, 3 in | 
ever be attempted, if all poſſible ob- 
jections | muſt be firft overcome. If 
Jou will favour my project, I vill try 
the firſt flight at my own hazard. 1 
have conſidered the ſtructure of all vo- 
Ant animals, and find the folding con- 


5 tinuity of the bat's wings moſt eaſily 


accommodated to the human ſorm. 
Upon this model I ſhall begin my taſk. 
to- Morrow, and in a year expect to 
tower into the air beyond the malice 
and purſuit of . But I will work. 
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only on thiggeondition, that the art ſhall 
not be divulged, and that you ſhall not 
require me to make. * * but 
ourſel ves. | 
ce Why,” ſaid Raſſchas, 40 mould you 
envy others ſo. great an adyantage ? All 
ſkill ought to be. exerted; for univerſal 
good; every. man has owed: much to 
others, and ought, to repay the Kindneſs 
that he has received.” | 
If men were all virtuous,” ch 
the artiſt, « I ſhould with great alacrity 
teach them all to fly. But W. would 
be the ſecurity of the good, if the bad 
could at pleaſure invade them from the 
ſky NK gainſt an army ſailing through 
the clouds, neither walls, nor moun- 
tains, nor ſeas; could afford any fe- 
curity. A flight of northern ſavages 
might hover, in the wind, and light at 
1 once 
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ones with irrefiſtible violeng 1 upon the 
capital of a fruitful region that was 

ling ander them. th A wth, ; 
the retreat of princes, the abode of hap- 
pineſs, might be violated by the ſudden 
deſcent of ſome of the naked nations that 
ſwarm on the coaſt of the ſouthern ſea.” 
The prinee promiſed ſecrecy. md 
wanted for the. performance, not wholly 
E hopeleſ of ſucceſs. N Viſited the work 
Fomm tiirte to time; obſerved its progreſs, 
auc remarked many ingenious contriv- 
Anees Whellitate motion, and unite levi- 
ty with ſtrength. The artiſt was every 
day more certain that he ſhould leave 
vultures and eagles behind him, ane the 
contagion of his confidence ſeized — 
the prince. 

In a year the pings were finiſhed, 
and, on a _ Ming appointed, the 
OY Week us maker 
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43 
maker e furniſhed-for flight on 

a little promontory : he waved his pi- 

nions a while to gather air, then leaped 
from his ſtand, and in an inſtant drop- 

ped into the lake. His wings, which 

were of no uſe in the air, ſuſtained him 

in the water, and the prince drew him 
to land, half dead with terrur and 

vexution. 83 
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55:1 e H A. VII. 
"THE PRINCE FINDS A MAN or 
e LMARNING. 

In prince was not much afflicted 
by his diſaſter, having ſuffered 
himſelf to hope for à happier event, 
oly becauſe he had nd other means of 
"eſcape i in view. He till perſiſted in his 
deſign to leave the happy valley by the 
firſt opportunity. 

His imagination was now at a ſtand % 
he had no proſpect of entering into the 
world; and, notwithſtanding all his 

- endeavours to ſupport himſelf, diſcon- 
tent by degrees preyed upon him, and 
he began again to loſe his thoughts in 

| fadneſs, when Me rainy — which 
in 


3 
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in theſe countries is periodical, made ĩt 
inconvenient to wander in the woods. 

The rain continued longer and with 
more violence than had been ever 
known; the clouds broke on the ſur- 
rounding mountains, and the torrents 
ſtreamed into the plain on every ſide, 
till the cavern was too narro to diſ- 
charFe the water. The lake 0 flowed 
its banks, and all the level of the valley 
was covered with the inundation. The 
eminence, on which the palace was 
built, and ſome other ſpots of riſing 
ground, were all that the eye could now 
diſcover: The herds and flocks left the 
paſtures, and both the wild beaſts and the 
tame retreated to the mountains. 

This inundation confined - all the 
princes to domeſtick amuſements, and 
the attention of Ralls was particu- 

larly 
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larly- ſeized by a poem, which Imlac- 
rehearſed, upon the various conditions 


of humanity. He commanded the 
poet to attend him 1n his apartment, 
and recite his verſes a ſecond time ; 
then entering into familiar talk, he 
thought himſelf happy in having found 
a man who knew the world ſo well, 

and could ſo ſkilfully paint the Teenes | 
2 of life. He afked a thouſand queſtions 
about things, to which, though com- 
mon to all other mortals, his confine- 
ment from childhood had kept him a 
ſtranger. The poet pitied his igno- 
rance, and loved his curioſity, and 
entertained him from day to day with 
novelty” and inſtruction, ſo that the 
prince regretted the neceſſity of ſleep, 
and longed till the morning aouid re- 

new his pleaſure, 


= | As 
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As they werd ſitting together, the 
prince commanded Imlac to relate his 
hiſtory, and to tell by what accident 
he was forced, or by what motive in- 
duced, to cloſe his life in the happy 
valley. As he was going to begin his 
narrative, Raſſelas was called to a con- 
cert, and obliged to reſtrain WW” 
| ll the evening. 
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HAP, VIII. 


TUR HISTORY or IuLAc. | 


- 


F HE cloſe of the day is in the regions 


— 


of the torrid zone, the f ſeaſon 


* of diverſion and entertainment, and it 
was therefore midnight before the mu- 
ſick cellſÞq, and the princeſſes retired. 
Raſſelas then called for his companion, 

5 and required him to begin the ſtory, of 

= his life. 

« Sir,“ ſaid bake, + « my hiſtory will 


. x to knowledge paſſes ſilently away, and 
3 is very little diverſified by events. To 
talk in publick, to think in ſolitude, 
to read and to hear, to enquire, and 
* - anſwer enquiries, is the buſineſs of a 
_ hh ſcholar, He Nen about the world 


4 with- 


not be long: the life that is devoted 
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without pomp or terrour, and is nei- 
ther known: nor valued but by! men like 
hitmfelf- $2.50 9 Ja pl it <3. 

4 J 65 bon in the TIT of 
Goiama at no great diſtance from the 
fountain of the Nile. My father was + 
a wealthy mertchant who traded be- 
tween the inland countries d Africk 
and the ports of the Red Sea. He was 
honeſt, frugal, and diligent, but of 
mean Fentiments and narrow compre- 
henſiom: he deſired only to be rich, 
and to conceal his riches, leſt he ſhould F 
be ſpoiled by the 5 of the E 
province“ 1 

* Surely," faldt the prince, * my fal- 
ther muſt be negligent of his charge, * 
any man in his dominions dares take 
that which belongs to another. tee 


te not Know: that kings are accountable ; 
D for 


aw 
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for 18 permitted as Fel as done? _- 
If. I were emperour, not. the. meaneſt 
of my ſubjects ſhould be oppreſſed with 
impunity. My blood bos when I am 
told that : merchant durſt not enjoy his 


by. "the, mona 0 power, Name. the 
| governo ug ho robbed the people, chat 


I may. declare his crimes to the em.: 
perour. 
. Sir,” ſaid Ine, . 
the natural effect of virtue animated 
by youth; the time will come when 
you will acquit your father, and per- 
| haps hear with leſs impatience. of the 
governour. Oppreſſion is, in the Abi 
ſinian dominions, neither frequent, nor. 
tolerated.; but no form of government 
bas bern yet diſcoyered, by which 


* N wholly . preyented. 
| Subor- 
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Subordination ſuppoſes power on one 
part, and ſubjection on the other; and 
if power be in the hands of men, it will 
ſometimes be abuſed. The vigilance of | | 
the ſupreme magiſtrate may do much, 
but much will ſtill remain undone; He 
can never know all the crimes that are 
committed, and can ſeldom puniſh all 
that he knows. | 
„ This,“ ſaid the prince, I do not 
underſtand, but I had rather hear” thee 
than diſpute.” Continue thy narration.” 
« My father,” proceeded Imlac, ori- 
ginally intended that I ſhould have no 
other education, than ſuch as might 
qualify me for Gmmerce; and diſco- 
vering in me great ſtrength of memory * 
and quickneſs of apprehenſion, often 
declared his hope that I ſhould be ſome 
time the richeſt man in Abiflinia.” | 
| D 2 ee Why,” 


* 4 8E LAS. 
Mhy,“ faid the prince, did thy 
father deſire the increaſe of his wealth, 
when it was already greater than he durſt T 
diſcover or enjoy? I am unwilling to 
doubt thy veracity, yet n | 
| cannot both be true... 
cc Inconſiſtencies, e * | 
« cannot both be right, but, imputed to 
man, they may both be true. Let di- 
verſity is not inconſiſtency. My father 
might expect a time of greater ſecurity. 
However, ſome deſire is neceſſary to 
keep life in motion, and he, whoſe real 
* _ wants are ſupplied, muſt * thoſe 
2 of fancy. 
6 T his,” ſaid the te, cc 1 can in 
ſome meaſure conceive. I Hits that - 
1 interrupted thee,” | 
« With this hope,” aka lanlae, | 
« he ſent me to ſchool; but hen I had 
| once 
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once found the delight of knowledge, 
and felt the pleaſure of intelligence 
and the pride of invention, I began 
ſilently to deſpiſe riches, and deter- 
mined to diſappoint the purpoſe of my 
father, whoſe groſſneſs of conception 
raiſed my pity. I was twenty years 
. old before his tenderneſs would expoſe 
me to the fatigye of travel, in which. 
time I had been inſtructed, by ſue- 
ceſſive maſters, in all the literature of 
my native country. As every hour 
taught me ſomething new, I lived in a 
continual courſe of gratifications; but, 
as I advanced towards manhood, I loft 
much of the reverence with which Thad 
been uſed to look on my inſtructors: 
becauſe, when the leſſon was ended, I 
did not find them wiſer or: better than 
comme men. 73 as 1 ans 
D 3 At. 
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af At. length my father reſolved to 
initiate me in commerce, and opening 
one of his ſubterranean treaſuries, count- 
ed out ten - thouſand pieces of gold. 
This, young man, faid he, is the ſtock 
with which you muſt negociate. I began 


with leſs than the fifth part, and you ſee 
bow diligence and parſimony have in- 
creaſed it. This is your own to waſte | 
or to improve. If you ſquander it by 


negligence or caprice, you muſt wait for 


my death before you will be rich: it, 
in four years, you double your ſtock, 
we will thence; forward let ſubordination 
eccaſe, and live together as friends and 
partners; for he ſhall aways be equal 
With me, who is r in the 
art of growing rich. 

„ MWe laid our money upon ah. 
concealed in bales of cheap goods, and 
1K | | | | — 
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travelled to che More of the Red Sta. 
When I caſt my eye on the paul of 
Vaters, my heart bounded” like that of 
a priſoner eſcaped. I felt an unextin- 
guiſhable curioſity kindle in my mind, 
and reſolved to ſnatch this opportunity 
"of ſeeing the manners of other atiohs, 
and of learning ſciences Unkhown * in 

""Abifitnia.-- 127 

« ] remembered ile Wy Milder Hd 
obliged me to the improvement of my 
ſtock, not by a promiſe Mich I ought 
not to violate, but by a penalty which 
J was at liberty to incur ; and therefore 
determined to gratify my predominant | 
deſire, and by drinking at the fountains 
of knowledge, to quench the thirſt of 
curioſity, 

« As I was ſuppoſed wade with- 


out connexion with my father, it was 
D 4 caſy 
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er ab a 
the maſter of a ſhip, and procure a paſ- | 
- fagn to - ſome other country. I had 
no motives of choice to regulate my 
Voyage; it was: ſuficient for me that, 
a wherever 1 wandered, I ſhould ſee. a 
country. Which 1 had not ſeen before. 
1 thersfore entered a ſhip. bound for 
* Surat, having left a letter for my father 
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CHAP; IX. 
THE n IMLAC CONTINUED;- 


7 EN I. firft entered upon the 
world of waters, and loft fight 
of land, I looked round about me with 
pleaſing terrour, and thinking my ſoul 
oalarged by the boundleſs: proſpect, 
imagined that I could gaze round for 
ever without ſatiety; but, in a ſhort 
time, I grew weary of looking on bars - 
ren uniformity, - where. I could only ſee - 
again what I had already ſeen- Ihen 
deſcended into the ſhip, and doubted 
for a While whether all my future plea - 
fureMouldz not end like this, in dif- 
guſt and diſappointment. Tet, ſurely, . 
faid I, the ocean and the land are very- 
rents. the only variety of water is 
| "1 "BE "*.2"2 
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reſt and motion, but the earth has 
mountains and vallies, deſerts and cities: 
it is inhabited by men of different cuſ- 
toms and contrary opinions; and I may 
dope to find variety in life, though 1 
ſhould miſs it in nature. 
Wich this thought I quieted my 
mind, and amuſed myſelf during the 
voyage, ſometimes by learning from 
the ſailors the art of navigation, which 
1 have never practiſed, and ſometimes 
by forming ſchemes for my conduct in 
ifferent ſituations, in not one of which 
I tive been ever placed. 
vas almoſt weary of my marvel 
amuſements when we landed ſafely at 
Surat. I ſecured my mongy, an@pur- 
chafing fome commodities for ſhow, 
Te Joined myſelf to a caravan that was 
paſſing into the inland country. My 
51 .. 8 2 
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companions, 5 for ſome reaſon or other, 


& 4% 


conjecturing ring that Ys was ich, and, by 


my enquiries ane admiration, finding 
that 1 was ignorant, conſidered me as 
a novice whom they had a right to- 
Cheat, and who 1 was to learn, at the uſual 
expence the art of fraud. IT hey expoſed 
me te to the theft of ſervants. and the ex- 


action of officers, and faw f me plundered 


upon falſe pretences, without any ad- 
vantage to themſelves, but that of | 
rejoicing in the ſuperiority of their own h 
. 3 


o * 8 


Stop a moment,” ſaid the prince. 
o Is there ſuch depravity in man, as 


that at he ſhould injure another without 


LS = + 


benefit to himſelf? 1 can eaſily: gonceive 
that all are, pleaſed with ſuperiority 3: 
but your ignorance was merely acci- 


dental, which being neither your crime 


D 6 nor 
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nor your folly, - could afford them no- 

"reaſon to applaud themſelves; and the 

3 ge which they had, and which you 

. wanted, they might as effectualiy have 
ſhe wn by warning, as betraying vou. 
Pride, ſaid Imlac, is ſeldom 
delicate, it will pleaſe itſelf with very” 
mean advantages; and envy feels not 
Its own happineſs, but when it may be 

"compared with the miſery of others. 
"They were my enemies, becauſe they 
grieved to Fhink me rich; and my op- 
ptreflbrs, becauſe they a ends ro Lu 

me we. * 

— 4 Proceed, „ faid the prince : BY... I | 
doubt not of the facts which you relate, 
but imagine that you impure ones * o 
miſtaken motives.” Tos 

+ «© In this company,” ſaid kan, 0 1 
arrived at Agta, the capital of Indoſtan, 
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the city in which the great Mogyt com- 
monly reſides. I applied myſelf to the 
language of che country, and i few 
months, was able to conyerſe with the 
learned men; ſome of whom I. found 
moroſe and reſerved, and others eaſy 
and communicative: ; ſome were, unwill- 
ing to teach another what they had with 
difficulty learned chemſelye s and ſome 


ſhewed that the end. of. their ſtudies was- 


to gain the dignity of inſtructing. ; 
= the tutor. of the young prices 


I recommended myſelf ſo much, that. I 


Was preſented to the emperour as a man 


of uncommon knowledge. The em- 
perour aſked me many queſtions con- 


cerning, my country and my travels 
and though I cannot now .xedlle& any 


thing that he uttered. aboye. the. power 
| of a common man, he diſmiſſed me 
aſtoniſhed 


D 


„ 48861 A6. 
aſtoniſhed at his wiſdom, and endinbured 
"of tis ccd, h nd 
My credit was now ſo high, that 
The merchants, with whom 1 Had tra- 
velled, applied to me for reconimetida- 
tions to the ladies of the Court. I was 
furpriſed at their confidence of ſolicita- 
tion, and gently reproached them with 
their practices on the road. They heard 
me with cold indifference, arid ſhewed 
no tokens of ſhame or ſorrow. | 

rc, They t then urged their requeſt with 
the offer of a"bribe; but what T would 
not do for Kindnefs, F would not do for 
money; and refuſed them, not becauſe 
they hid injured me, but becauſe F 
woulck nat enable them to injure others 3 
for 1 Efe they would have made uſe of 
my ctedit to cheat thoſe who mould buy 

| their wares, ; 


? 
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« Having reſided at Agra till there 
was no more to be learned, I trayelled 
Into Perſia, where I faw many rem of 
ancientmagnificence, and obſerved many 
new accommodations of life. The Per- 
ſians are a nation eminently focial, and 
their aſſemblies afforded me daily op- 
portunities of remarking characters and 
manners, and of tracing. human nature 
through all its variations. 

From Perſia 1 paſſed into Fel 

where I ſaw a nation at once paſtoral and 
warlike ; who live without any ſettled 
habitation ; whoſe only wealth is their 
flocks and herds ; and who have yet car- 
ried on, through all ages, an hereditary 
war with all mankind, though they nei- 
ther covet nor envy their ir Pr ns. 


145 


\ . F 
. - So: $47 - he 
F » a WHO 4 . 1 « | <a. 4 MA <* % #® + 


Se Het 
EC H A 5. 1 5 


— 1 1 * 


a , CONTINUED: A 18 
© SERTATION- UPON POETRY. 
3 T went, I found 
a "that poetry was conſidered as 

che higheſt learning, and regarded with 

à veneration ſomewhat approaching to 

that which man would pay to the An- 

gelick Nature. And yet it fills me 
with wonder, that, in almoſt all coun-- 
tries; the moſt ancient poets are con- 
fidered as the beſt: whether it be that 
b every other kind of knowledge is an 
: acquiſition gradually attained, and po- 
etry is a gift conferred at once; or 
that the firſt poetry of every nation 
ſurpriſed them as a novelty, and re- 


8 r $ 
1 


tained the credit by conſent which it: 


... 2 poet by accident. at * or whe 
3 ther, 
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Y . : 4 
ther, as the province of poetry is $0 


deſcribe Nature and Paſſion, which are 


always the ſame, the firſt writers! 
_ poſſeſſion. of the moſt- ſtriking, objects 


ſor deſcription; and the moſt probable 


occurrences for fiction, and left no- 


thing to thoſe chat followed them, hut 


tranſcription of the ſame events, and 
new See ae e 


obſerved that * writers: are in 


polleſlion. of nature, and theit followers 


ol art: that the firſt excel in ſtrength and 


Invention, and the latter 1 n elegance and 
n T4: rene 


J was A 
this, iluſtrious fraternity. I read all. 


the, poets of Perſia and Arabia, and 


was able to repeat by memory the vo- 
lumes that are ſuſpended. in the. moſque 
e of 


woe S 


= 
- 
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of Mecca. But 1 ſbn found” that no 
man Was ever great by imitation. My 
duelle of excellence impelled me to tranſ- 
fer my atteftion to nature and to life. 
Nature was to be my ſubject, and men 
to be my uuditörs: I could never de- 
ſeribe hat I had not ſeen: I could not 
hope to move thioſe with delight or ter- 
our, whoſe - 4; e e Fad 


g Ko Helched - to de u pkt, 


. dtvery thivig with a ew purpbfe; 
a Here "of attention was "ſuddetiy 
enified: tio Kind bf kfowledge Was 
to be 6 I ranged mountains 
card deſerts for images and reſemblances, 
and pictured upon my mind every tree 
Lof reſt and nower bf the valley. 
'T obſerved with equal care the crags 6f 
| W the Pinnacles of "the pa 
155 | 
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lace. Sometimes I-wandered along the 
mazes of the rivulet, and ſometimes 
watched the changes of the ſummer 
clouds. To a poet nothing can be uſe- 
leſs. Whatever is beautiful, and what- 
ever is dreadful, muſt be familiar to his 
imagination: he muſt be converſant with 
all that is awfully vaſt or elegantly little. 
The plants of the garden, the animals of 
the wood, the minerals of the earth, and 
_ * meteors of the ſky,” rhult all concur to 
"ſtore his mind with ine æhauſtible variety : 
for every idea is uſeful for the enforce- 
ment or decoration of moral or religious 
truth; and he, who knows moſt, will have 
moſt power of diverſifying his ſcenes, and 
of gratifying his reader with remote al- 
luſions and unexpected inſtruction. 
All the appearances of nature I was 
therefore careful to ſtudy, and every | 


DENT. Which I have furveyed has 
1 1 contri- 
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| — ed to my poetical 


Powers. 

5 . In ſo wide a 3 ſaĩd the 

prince, cc you mult ſurely have left much. 
unobſeryed. J have lived, till now, 
within the circuit of theſe mountains, and 
vet cannot walk abroad without the ſight 
of ſomething which I had never beheld 

| before, or never heeded. 

_ The buſineſs of a poet, aid Imlac, 
f is to examine, not the individual, but 
the ſpedies; ; to remark general proper- 

1 ties and large appearances ; he does not 
number the ſtreaks of the tulip, or de- 

; ſcribe the different ſhades f in the ver- 
dure of the foreſt. . He is to exhibit. in 
bis portraits of nature ſuch prominent 
"ow ſtriking features, as recall the ori- 
_ginal to every mind; and muſt neglect 
the minuter diſcriminations, which one 
may have remarked, and another hae 
1 3 edel. 


' ' 
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neglected, for thoſe characteriſticks 
which are alike obvious to vigilance” 
and carelefſheſs, * 

But the knowledge of nature is 
only half the taſk of a poet; he mult 
be acquainted likewiſe with all the 
modes of life. His character W 8 
that he eſtimate the happineſs and mi- 
ſery of every condition; obſerve the + 
power of all the paſſions in all their 
combinations, ' and trace the changes 
of the human mind as they are modified 
by various inſtitutions and accidental 
inſuences of climate or cuſtom, 5M 
the ſprightlineſs of infancy to the de- 
ſpondence of decrepitude. He mult 
diveſt himſelf of the prejudices of his 
age or country; he muſt conſider right 
and wrong in their abſtracted and in- 
variable ſtate; he muſt diſregard - pre- 

ſent 
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ſent laws and opinions, and riſe to ge- 
neral and tranſcendental . truths, which 
will always be the ſame: he muſt there- 
fore content himſelf with the ſlow pro- 
greſs of his name; contemn the ap- 
plauſe of his own time, and commit his 
claims to che juſtice of poſterity., He 
muſt write as the interpreter of nature, 
and the legiſlator of mankind, and con- 
ſider himſelf as preſiding over the 
thoughts and manners of future genera- 
tions; as A being ſuperior to time and 0 
place. | 
« His labour is not yet at an PTY he 
muſt know many languages and many 
ſciences; and, that his ſtyle may be 
worthy of his thoughts, muſt, by in- 
ceſſant practice, familiarize to himſelf 
every delicacy of ſpeech and grace f 
ee | 


s 
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IMLAC'S NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 4 


* P2E? PILGRIMAGE. 


MLAC now felt the enthuſiaſtick fit, 
and was proceeding to aggrandize his. 
own. profeſſion, when the prince cried 
out, © Enough ! thou haſt. convinced 


2 


me, that no human being can ever be a2 


poet. Proceed with thy narration.” 
To be 2 poet, ſaid Imlac, «jg indeed 
very difficult.” ” © 80 diene returned 


the prince, that I will at preſent hear 


/{} 


no more of his labours. Tell me whither, 


you went when you had ſeen Perſia.” 
« From Perſia,” ſaid the poet, 1 


travelled through Syria, and for three f 


years reſided in Paleſtine, where I con- 
verſed with great numbers of the nor- 


thern and weſtern nations of Europe; 
| the 


* 
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the nations which are now in poſſeſſion * 
65 of all power ahd all Knowledge ; whoſe | 
armieg are irreſiſtible, and whoſe, fleets. 


command the remoteſt parts of the 
lobe. When Icom pared theſe men with 
the natives of our own ki ngdom „ and a 
_ thoſe that ſurround us, they appeared al- 
moſt another order of beings. In their | 
countries it is difficult to with for any 
thing that may not be obtained: a thou- 
ſand arts, of which we never heard, are 


continually labouring for their conve- 


nience and pleaſure; and whatever their 


own climate has denied them i as ſup- | 
plied by their oe. | 8 
e By what means,” faid the prince, | 
« are the Europeans thus powerful; or 
why, fince they can ſo eaſily viſit Aſia 

and Africa for trade or conqueſt, cannot 


the Aſiaticks and Africans invade their 
5 coaſts, 2 colonies i in their ports, and 


give 
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give laws to their natural princes? The 
ſame wind'that carries them back would 

_—_ thither.” “ 0 
They are more powerful, Sir, than 
wy anſwered Imlac, * becauſe they are 
wiſer; knowledge will always predo- 
minate over ignorance, as man governs. 
the other animals. But why their 
knowledge is more than ours, I know 
not what reaſon can be given, but the 
unſearchable will of the g N 
Being.” | 

e When,” ſaid the prince with a figh, 
ce ſhall I be able to viſit Paleſtine, and 
mingle with this mighty confluence of 
nations? Till that happy moment ſhall 
arrive, let me fill up the time with ſuch 
repreſentations as thou canſt give me. 
I am not ignorant of the motive that 
aſſembles ſuch numbers in that place, 
and cannot but conſider it as the centre 
ERS NEG 


. 
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of wiſdom and piety, to which the beſt -- 
and wiſeſt men of every land muſt be 
continually reſorting.” : 
ee There are ſome nations,” ſaid Im- 

lac, c that ſend few viſitants to Paleſ- 
tine; for. many numerous and learned | 
ſes in Europe concur to cenſure pil- 
grimage as ſuperſtitious, or deride it as 


_ ridiculous.” 


c You know,” faid the prince, © how 
little my life has made me acquainted 
with diverſity of opinions : it will be too 
long to hear the arguments on both 
_ ſides; you, that have conſidered them, 

tell me the reſult.” 6 
« Pilgrimage,” ſaid Imlac, like 
many other acts of piety, may be reaſon- 
able or ſuperſtitious, according to the 
principles upon which 1t 1s performed. 
Long journies in ſearch of truth are 
not commanded. Truth, ſuch as is 


neceſſary 
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' neceſſary to the regulation of life, is 


always found where it is honeſtly 
ſought. Change of place is no natural 
cauſe of the increaſe of piety, for it in- 
evitably produces diſſipation of mind. 
Vet, ſince men go every day to view 
the fields where great actions have been 
performed, and return with ſtronger 
impreſſions of the event, curioſity of 
the ſame kind may naturally diſpoſe us 
to view that country whence our reli- 
gion had its beginning; and I believe 
no man ſurveys thoſe awful ſcenes 
without ſome confirmation of holy 
reſolutions. That the Supreme Being 
may be more eaſily propitiated in one 
place than in another, is the dream of 
idle ſuperſtition ; but that ſome places 
may operate upon our own minds in 
an uncommon manner, is an opinion 
which hourly experience will juſtify. 
| E 2 He 
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He who ſuppoſes that his vices may be 
more ſucceſsfully combated in Paleſtine, 
will, perhaps, find himſelf miſtaken, yet 
he may go thither without folly ; he 
who thinks they will be more freely par- 
doned, diſhonours at once his reaſon 
andd religion 
ec Theſe,” faid the prince, © are ov 
pean diſtinctions. I will conſider them 
another time. What have you found 
to be the effect of knowledge? Are thoſe 
nations happier than we?“ 11 8 
There is fo much infelicity,” id 
the poet, © in the world, that ſcarce any 
man has leiſure from his own diſtreſſes 
_ to. eſtimate the comparative happineſs 
"of others. Knowledge is certainly one 
of the means of pleaſure, as is confeſſed 
by the natural deſire which every mind 
fltcels of increaſing its ideas, Ignorance 
is mere privation, by which nothing can 
5 | be 


PRINCE or ABISSINIA. 7 


be produced: it is a vacuity in whichthe 
foul ſits motionleſs and torpid for want of 
attraction; and, without knowing why, 
we always rejoice when we learn, and 
grieve when we forget. I am therefore 
inclined to conclude, that 'if nothing 
counteracts the natural confequence of 
learning, we grow more happy as our 
minds take a wider range. 
In enumerating the REP com» 
forts of life we ſhall find many advan- 
tages on the ſide of the Europeans. 
They cure wounds and diſeaſes with 
which we languiſh and periſh. We 
ſuffer inclemencies of weather which 
' they can obviate. They have engines 
for the diſpatch of many laborious 
works, which we muſt perform by 
manual induſtry. There is ſuch com- 
munication betwen diſtant places, that 
one friend can hardly be ſaid to be ab- 
E 3 ſent 


*» mms DAs 

ſent from another. The ir policy re- 
moves all publick inconveniencies: they 
have roads cut through their mountains, 


| and bridges laid upon their rivers. And, 


if we deſcend to the privacies of life, 
their habitations are more commodious, 
and their poſſeſſions are more ſecure.” 
They are ſurely happy,” faid the 
prince, „who have all theſe conveni- 
encies, of which I envy none 10 much as 
the facility with which 3 5 
- interchange their thoug | 

c The Europeans,” 4 Imlac, 
« are leſs unhappy than we, but they are 
not happy. Human life is every where 
a ſtate in which much is to be * 
and little to be . 1 
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CHAP. XII. 


THE STORY OF IMLAC CONTINUED. 


cc I AM not yet willing,” ſaid the prince, 
to ſuppoſe that happineſs is 10 
parſimoniouſly diſtributed to mortals ; 
nor can believe but that, if I had the 
choice of life, I ſhould be able to fill 
every day with pleaſure. I would injure 
no man, and ſhould provoke no reſent- 
ment: I would relieve every diſtreſs, 
and ſhould enjoy the benedictions of 
gratitude, I would chuſe my friends 
among the wiſe, and my. wife among 
the virtuous; and therefore ſhould be 
in no danger from treachery or unkind- 
neſs. My children ſhould, by my care, 
be learned and pious, and would repay 
to my age what their childhood had re- 

ceived. What would dare to moleſt him 
4 who 
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who might call onevery ſide to thouſands 1255 


enriched by his bounty, or aſſiſted by his 
power? And why ſhould not life glide 
quietly away in the ſoft reciprocation 
of protection and reverence? All this 
may be done without the help of Eu- 
ropean "refinements, which appear by 
their effects to be rather ſpecious than 
-uſeful. Let us leave them, and prove 
our journey.” 

% From Paleſtine,” fad IN «TJ 
oy through many regions of Aſia; in 
the more civilized kingdoms as a trader, 
and among the Barbarians of the moun- 
tains as a pilgrim. At laſt T began to 
long for my native country, that 1 
might repoſe after my travels and fa- 
tigues, in the places where I had ſpent 
my earlieſt years, and gladden my old 
companions with the recital of my ad- 
Ventures. Often did I figure to myſelf 
Dale . thoſe. 
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thoſe with whom I had ſported away the 
gay hours oflawning life, fitting round 
me in its evening, wondering at my tales, 
and liſtening to my counſels. Ka: 

ec When this thought had taken poſ- 8 
ſeſſion of my mind, I conſidered every 


moment as waſted which did not bring 


me nearer to Abiſſinia. I haſtened into 
Egypt, and notwithſtanding my impa- 
tience, was detained ten months in the 
contemplation of its ancient magnifi» 
cence, and in inquiries after the re- 
mains of its ancient learning. I found 
in Cairo a mixture of all nations; ſome 
brought thither by the love of know- 
many by the deſire of living after their 


own manner, without obſervation, . and = 


of lying hid in the obſcurity of multi- 
tudes: for in @ city, populous as Cairo, 
it is poſſible to obtain at the ſame time 

= E 5 N 
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the gratifications of ſociety, and the 
BEEP of ſolitude, @ © . 
« From Cairo I travelled to Suez, 
25 embarked on the Red Sea, paſſing 
along the coaſt till I arrived at the port 
from which 1 had departed twenty years 


before. Here I joined myſelf to a cara- 


van, and re- entered my native country. 
now expected the careſſes of my 
kinſmen, and the congratulations of 
my friends, and was not without hope 
that my father, whatever value he had 
ſet upon riches, would own with glad- 
neſs and pride a ſon who was able to 


àadd to the felicity and honour of the 


nation. But I was ſoon convinced that 
my thoughts were vain. My father had 
deen dead fourteen years, having di- 
vided his wealth among my brothers, 
© who-were removed to ſome other pro- 
vinces. Of my companions the greater 


part 


«.. 
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part was in the grave, of the reſt, ſome 
could with difficulty remember me, and 
ſome conſidered me as one 2 by 
ſoreign manners. | 
« A man uſed to vicifltudes is not 
eaſily dejected. I forgot, after a time, 
my diſappointment, and endeavoured 
to recommend myſelf to the nobles of 
the kingdom; they admitted me to their 
tables, heard my ſtory, and diſmiſſed me. 
I opened a ſchool, and was prohibited to 
teach. I then reſolved to ſit down in the 
quiet of domeſtick life, and addreſſed a 


lady that was fond of my converſation, 


but rejected my ſuit, becauſe my father 
was a merchant, 

« Wearied at laſt with olicication a 
repulſes, I reſolved to hide myſelf for 
ever from the world, and depend no 
longer on the opinion or caprice of 
others. I waited for the time when 

1 | the 
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the gate of the happy valley ſhould open, 
that I might bid farewell to hope and fear: 
_ the day came; my performance was diſ- 
tinguiſhed with favour, and I reigned my- 
RK with joy to perpetual confinement.” 
* Haft thou here found happineſs at 
lat s“ ſaid Raſſelas. © Tell me without 
reſerve; art thou content with thy 
. condition? or, doſt thou wiſh to be 
again wandering and enquiring? All 
the inhabitants of this valley celebrate 
their lot, and at the annual vifit of the 
erperor, invite others to partake of their 
| — * N | 2 
Great prince,” ſaid Imlac, I ſhall 
en I know not one of all 
Pour attendants who does not lament 
the hour when he entered this retreat. 
Iam leſs unhappy than the reſt, becauſe 
I have a mind replete with images, 
n J can vary and combine at plea- 
5 4 ſure. 


0 
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ſure. I can amuſe my ſolitude by the 
renovation of the knowledge which be- 
gins to fade from my memory, and by 
recollection of the accidents of my paſt 
life. Yet all this ends in the forrowful 
conſideration, that my acquirements are 
now uſeleſs, and that none of my plen- 
fures can be again enjoyed. The reſt; 
whoſe minds have no impreſſion but of 
the preſent moment, are either corroded 
by malignant paſſions, or fit ſtupid in 
the gloom of perpetual vacancy.” 2 

What paſſions can infeſt thoſe,” ſaid 
the prince, „who have no rivals? We 
are in a place where impotence precludes 


malice, and where all envy is W 
by community of enjoyments.” 

«« There may be community,” ſaid 
Imlac, „of material poſſeflions, but 
there can never be community of love or 
of eſteem. It muſt happen that one 
x þ RS . will £ 
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will pleaſe more than another; he that 
knows. himſelf deſpiſed, will always be 
\ "envious; and ſtill more envious and 
- malevolent, if he is condemned to live 
in the preſence of thoſe who deſpiſe him. 
The invitations, by which they allure 
others to a ſtate which they feel to be 
wretched, proceed from the natural ma- 
lignity of hopeleſs miſery. They are 
weary of themſelves, and of each other, 
and expect to find relief in new compa- 
nions. They envy the liberty which their 
folly has forfeited, and would gladly ſee 
all mankind impriſoned like themſelves. 
« From this crime, however, I am 
wholly free. No man can ſay that he is 
wretched by my perſuaſion. I look with 
pity on the crowds who are annually ſo- 
hciting admiſſion to captivity, and wiſh 
that it were lawful for me to warn them 
of their danger.” = 
8 « My 
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e My dear Imlae,” ſaid the prince, 
&« ] will open to thee my whole heart. I 
have long meditated an eſcape from the 
happy valley. I have examined the 
mountains on every ſide, but find myſelf 
inſuperably barred: teach me the way to 
break my priſon; thou ſhalt be the com- 
panion of my flight, the guide of my 
rambles, the partner of my fortune, and 
my ſole director in the choice of life.” 

cc Sir, anſwered the poet, your eſcape 
will be difficult, and, perhaps, you may 
ſoon repent your curioſity. The world, 
which you figure to yourſelf ſmooth and 
quiet as the lake in the valley, you will 
find a fea foaming with tempeſts, and 
boiling with whirlpools : you will be 
ſometimes overwhelmed by the waves 
of violence, and ſometimes. daſhed 
againſt the rocks of treachery. Amidſt 
_ wrongs and frauds, competitions and 
| anxieties, 
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anxieties, you will wiſh a thouſand times 


quit hope to be free from fear.” 
Do not ſeek to deter me from my 
purpoſe,” faid the prince ; © I am impa- 
tient to ſee what thou haſt ſeen; and, ſince 
thou art thyſelf weary of the valley, it is 
evident that thy former ſtate was better 
than this. Whatever be the conſequence 
of my experiment, I amreſolved to judge 
with mine own eyes of the various con- 
ditions of men, and then to make deli- 
berately my oboice of life 
Alam afraid,” faid Imlac, you are 
hindered by ſtronger reſtraints than my 
8 ; nnd if your determ ination 
Few tings are ne to dlgenc 
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CHAP. XIII. 


RASSELAS DISCOVERS ; THE MEANS or 
ESCAPE. 


T 15 prince now diſmiſſed his Wain 
to reſt, bur the narrative of wonders 
and novelties filled his mind with pertur- 
bation. He revolved all that he had 
heard, and l . —_ 
Much of his nen was now re- 
moved. He had a friend to whom he 
could impart his thoughts, and | whoſe 
experience could affiſt him in his de- 
ſigns. His heart was no longer con- 
demned to ſwell with ſilent vexation. 
He thought that even the happy valley 
might be endured with ſuch a compa- 
nion, and that if they could range the 
world together, he ſhould have OG 
further to deſire. 


Ia 
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Ina few days the water was diſcharged, 


and the ground dried. The prince and 
Imlac then walked out together to con- 
verſe without the notice of the reſt. The 
prince, whoſe thoughts were always onthe 
wing, as he paſſed by the gate, ſaid, with 
a countenance of forrow, ** Why art thou 
fo ſtrong, and why is man ſo weak? 
Man is not weak, anſwered his com- 
panion; knowledge is more than equi- 
valent to force. The maſter of mecha- 
nicks laughs at ſtrength. I can burſt the 
gate, but cannot do it ſecretly. Some 
other expedient muſt be tried.” 
As they were walking on the ſide of 
the mountain, they obſerved that the 
cConies, which the rain had driven from 
their burrows, had taken ſhelter among 
the buſhes, and formed holes behind 
them, tending upwards in an oblique 
line. It has been the opinion of an- 
of -- tiquity,“ 
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tiquity,” ſaid Imlac, « that human rea- 
fon borrowed many arts from the inſtinct 
of animals ; let us, therefore, not think 
ourſelves degraded by learning from the 
coney. We may eſcape by piercing the 
mountain in the ſame direction. We will 
begin where the ſummit hangs over the 
middle part, and labour upward till we 
ſhall iſſue up beyond the prominence.” - 

The eyes of the prince, when he heard 
this propoſal, ſparkled with joy. The exe- 
cution was eaſy, and the fucceſs certain. 

No time was now loſt. They haſten- 
ed early in the morning to chuſe a place 
proper for their mine. They clamber- 
ed with great fatigue among craggs and 
brambles, and returned without having 
diſcoveredany part that favoured their de- 
ſign. The ſecond and the third day were 
ſpent in the ſame manner and with the 


fame ien _ on the fourth, they 
found 
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found a ſmall cavern, concealed by a 
_ thicket, where they reſolved to * | 

their experiment. 
Imlac procured 6 proper to 
der ſtone and remove earth, and they 
fell to their work on the next day with 
more eagerneſs than vigour. They were 
- preſently exhauſted by their efforts, and 
fat down to pant upon the graſs, The 
prince, for a moment, appeared to be 
diſcouraged. Sir,“ ſaid his companion, 
« practice will enable us to continue our 
labour for a longer time; mark, how- 
ever, how far we have advanced, and 
you will find that our toil will ſome 
time have an end. Great works are 
performed, not by ſtrength, but perſe- 
verance: yonder palace was raiſed by 
ſingle ſtones, yet you ſee its height and 
ſpaciouſneſs. He that ſhall walk with 
EDITH 953-0 
| ſeven 
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ſeven years a ſpace equal to the circum- 
ference of the globe. f | 

They returned to their work day after 
day, and, in a ſhort time, found a fiflure 
in the rock, which enabled them to paſs 
far with very little obſtruction. This 
Raſſelas conſidered as a good omen. 
Po not diſturb your mind,” ſaid Imlac, 
te with other hopes or fears than reaſon 
may ſuggeft: if you are pleaſed with 
prognoſticks of good, you will be terri- 
fiedslikewiſe with tokens of evil, and 
your whole life will be a prey to ſuper- 
ſtition. Whatever facilitates our work 


is more than an omen, it is a cauſe of 


ſucceſs. This is one of thoſe pleaſing 
ſurpriſes which often happen to active 
reſolution... Many things difficult to de- 
Lgn prove ealy to performance,” 


ed , 
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CHAP. XIV. 


RASSELAS AND IMLAC RECEIVE AN 
UNEXPECTED VISIT, 


T HEY had now wrought their way to 
the middle, and ſolaced their toil 
with the approach of liberty, when the 
-prince, coming down to refreſh himſelf 
with air, found his ſiſter Nekayah ſtand- 
ing before the mouth of the cavity. He 
- ſtarted and ſtood confuſed, afraid to tell 
his deſign, and yet hopeleſs to conceal 
it. A few moments determined him to 
repoſe on her fidelity, and ſecure her ſe- 
crecy by a declaration without reſerve. 
Po not imagine,” faid the princeſs, 
ce that I came hither as a ſpy: I had long 
obſerved from my window, thas you 
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and Imlac directed your walk every 
day towards the. ſame point, but I did 
not ſuppoſe you had any better reaſon 
for the preference than a cooler ſhade, 
or more fragrant bank; nor followed 
you with any other deſign than to par- 
take of your converſation. Since then 
not ſuſpicion but fondneſs has detected 
you, let me not loſe the advantage of 
my diſcovery. I am equally weary of 
_ confinement with yourſelf, and not. leſs 
deſirous of knowing what is done or ſuf- 
fered in the world. Permit me to fly 
with you from this taſteleſs tranquillity, 
which will yet grow more, loathſome 
when you have left me. You may deny 
me to accompany you, but cannot hin- 
der me from following.“ 
The prince, who loved Nekayah above 
his other c had no inclination to 


refuſe 


— 
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had loſt an opportunity of ſhewing his 


8 
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reſuſe her requeſt, and grieved that he 


confidence by a voluntary communica- 
tion. It was therefore agreed that ſhe 
ſhould leave the valley with them ; and 
chat, in the mean time, ſhe ſhould 
watch left any other ſtraggler ſhould, by 
chance or curioſity, follow them to the 


mountain. 
At length their labour was at an end 


they ſaw light beyond the prominence, 
and, iſſting to the top of the mountain, 
beheld the Nile, yet a narrow current, 
wandering beneath them. 
The prince looked round with rap- 
rure, anticipated all the pleaſure of tra- 
vel, and in thought' was already tranſ- 
ported beyond his father's dominions. 
| Imilac, though very joyful at his eſcape, 
| bad * expectation of pleaſure in the 
world, 


- 
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world, which he had before tried, and of -—* 
which he had been wearx. 
Raſſe las was ſo much delighted with 
a wider horizon, that he could not ſoon 
be perſuaded to return into the valley. 
He informed his ſiſter that the way was 
open, and that nothing now remained 
but to prepare for their departure. 


N. 


. 
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CHAP. XV. 


THE, PRINCE AND. PRINCESS LEAVE THE 
 , YALLEY, AND. SEE MANY WONDERS, 


5 * aha prince and princeſs had jewels 
fſufcient to make them rich when- 
over they came into a place of com- 
merce, which, by Imlac's direction, they 
hid in their clothes, and, on the night 
of the next full moon, all leſt the valley. 
The princeſs was followed only by a 

ſingle favourite, who did not know whi- 
ther ſhe was going. 
They clambered through the cavity, 
and began to go down on the other ſide. 
The princeſs and her maid turned their 
eyes towards every part, and, ſeeing 
nothing to bound their proſpect, conſi- 
dered themſelves as in danger of being 
loſt in a dreary vacuity. They ſtopped 
EE and 
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and trembled. “ I am almoſt afraid,” 
ſaid the princeſs, & to begin a journey of 
which I cannot perceive an end, and to 
venture into this immenſe plain, where 

1 may be approached on every fide by 
men whom I never ſaw.” The prince 
felt nearly the ſame emotions, though he 
thought it more manly to conceal them. 

Imlac ſmiled at their terrours, and 
encouraged them to proceed; but the 
princeſs continued irreſolute till ſhe had 
been —— n forward too 
far to retuinn. | 

In the morning they found a 
ſhepherds in the field, who ſet milk and 
fruits before them. The princeſs won- 
dered that ſhe did not ſee a palace ready 
for her reception, and a table ſpread 
with delicacies; but being faint and 
mau ſhe drank the milk and eat the 
| F 2 fruits, 


4 
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fruits, and thought them of a higher fla- 


vour than the products of the valley. : 
They travelled forward by eaſy jour- 
nies, being all unaccuſtomed to toil or 
difficulty, and knowing, that though 
they might be miſſed, they could not 
be perſued. In a ſew days they came 
into a more populous region, where 
Imlac was diverted with the admiration 
which. his companions expreſſed at the 
dixerſity of manners, Ae, and em- 
ploymentns. * 
Their dreſs was . as 3 not 
bring upon them the ſuſpicion of having 
| any thing to-- conceal, yet the prince, 
wherever he came, expected to be obey- 


cauſe thoſe that came into her preſence 
did not proſtrate. themſelves before her. 
Imlac was forced to obſerve them-with 
- ar . 
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great vigilance, leſt they ſhould betray 
their rank by their unuſual behaviour, 
and detained them ſeveral weeks in the 


firſt village, to accuſtom them.” to the- 
oe: of common mortals. ” W 
By degrees the royal 8 tools 
| taught to underſtand that they had for a 
time laid aſide their dignity, and were 
to expect only ſuch regard as iberality 
and courteſy could procure. And. Im- 
lac, having, by many admonitions, pre- 
pared them to endure the tumults of a 
port, and the ruggedneſs of the com- 
mercial race, ee them down to = 
ſea- coaſt. i 
The prince wit his alter, to vliow 
every thing was new, were gratified 
equally at all places, and therefore re- 
mained for ſome months at the port 
winnen any inclination to paſs further. 
2 F 3 . Imlace 
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Imlac was content with their ſtay, be- 
cauſe he did not think it ſafe to expoſe 
them, unpractiſed in the en, to the 
hazards of a foreign country. 
At laſt he e en e 
be diſcovered, and propoſed to fix a day 
for their departure. They had no pre- 
tenſions to judge for themſelves, and 
referred the whole ſcheme to his direc- 
tion. He therefore took paſſage in 3 
ſhip to Suez; and, when the time came, 
with! great difficulty prevailed on the 
_ . "princeſs to enter the veſſel. They had a 
en e voyage, and from 
Sueꝛ travelled by land to Cairo. 


4 - 1 * 4 - » . 
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CHAP. XVI. 
| THEY ENTER CAIRO, AND FIND EVERY 
MAN HAPPY--/ 


\ 


AS they approached the city, which - 
filed the ſtrangers with aftoniſh- 
ment, * This,” ſaid Imlac to the prince, 
« 76 the place where travellers and tner- 
chants aſſemble from all the Corners of 
the earth. You will here find men of 
every character, and every occupation. 
Commerce is here honourable: I will. 
act as a merchant, and you ſhall live as 
ſtrangers, who have no other end uf 
travel than curiolity; it will ſoon be 
| obſerved that we are rich; our rep> 
tation will procure us acceſs to all whom 
we ſhall deſire to know; you will ſee all 
the conditions of humanity, and enable 
„ yourſelf 


— 


34 ' /RASSELAS, 
GIF at leifare to make T"__ choice 


. 

They now entered the wn, ſtunned 
by the noiſe, and offended by the crowds. 
Inſtruction had not yet ſo prevailed over 
| Habit, but that they wondered to ke 

themſelves paſs. undiſtinguiſhed along 
the ſtreet, and met by the loweſt of the 
people without reverence or notice. 


The princeſs could not at firſt bear the 


thought of being levelled with the vul- 
gar; and, for ſome days, continued in 
| her chamber, where ſhe was ſerved by 
her favourite nn; as in the . of 
the valley. 
d Jmlac, 1080 img asd traffick, ſold 
Part of the jewels the next day, and 
hired a houſe, which he adorned with 
ſuch magnificence, that he was imme- 
eee as a merchant of great 
MS 9 wealth. 
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wealth. His politeneſs attracted many 
acquaintance; an his generoſity made 
him courted by many dependants. His 
table was crowded by men of every na- 
tion, who all admired his knowledge, 
and ſolicited his favour. His compa- 
nions, not being able to mix in the con- 
verſation, could make no diſcovery of 
their ignorance or ſurpriſe, and were 
gradually initiated in the world as they 
gained knowledge of the language. 
The prince had, by frequent lectures, 
been taught the uſe and nature of mo- 
ney; but the ladies could not, for a 
long time, comprehend what the mer- 
chants did with ſmall pieces of gold and 
filver, or why things of ſo little uſe 
ſhould be received as equivalent to the 
neceſſaries of life. yo; | 
They ſtudied the language two years, 
while Imlac was: preparing to ſet before 
Vt. F 5 | them 
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cem the various ranks and conditions of 
mankind. He grew actjuainted with all 
who had any thing uncommon in their 
fortune or conduct. He frequented the 
voluptuous and the frugal, the idle and 
the buſy, * nn and the men of 
learning. 8 
The prince being now able to con- 
verſe with fluency, and having learned 
the caution neceflary to be obſerved in 


| his intercourſe with ſtrangers, began to 


accompany Imlac to places of reſort, 
and to enter into all afſemblies, that he 
might make his choice of life. | 

For ſome time he thought choice 
needleſs, becauſe all appeared to him 
equally happy. Wherever he went he 
ſong of joy or the laugh of careleſſneſs. 
He began to believe that the world 
Nc with univerſal plenty, and 
| that 
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that nothing was witliheld eicher from 
want or merit; that every hand ſnower- 
ed liberality, and every heart melted with 
benevolence ; * and who then, ſays he, 
ce will be ſuffered to be wretched F”. 
Imlac permitted the pleaſing deluſion, 
and was unwilling to craſh the hope of 
inexperience, till one day, having fat a 
while filent; « T know not,” faid the 
prince, © what'can be the reaſon that I am 
more unhappy than any of our friends. 
I ſee them pelpetually and unalterably 
cheerful, but feel my own mind reſtleſs 
and uneaſy. I am unſatisfied with thoſe * 
pleaſures which I ſeem moſt to court. I 
live in the crowds of jollity, not ſo much 
to enjoy company as to ſhun myſelf, and 
am only Ioud and merry to conceal my 


Tadneſs.” | 
« Every man,” faid Imlac, « may, 


by examining his own mind, gueſs What 
| F 6 


paſſes 


paſſes n ee ae: hen you 
mo” your own gaighy is counterfeit, 


7 your. A long not ·0 be u 
Envy is commonly reciprocal. We are 
long before we are convinced that hap- 
_ Pines is never to be found, and each 
believes it poſſeſſed by others, to keep 
alive the hope of obtaining it for himſelf. 
In the aſſembly, where you paſſed the 
_ laſt night, there appeared ſuch ſpright- 
lines of air, and volatility of fancy, as 
might have ſuited beings of an higher 
order, formed to inhabit ſerener regions, 
inacceſſible to care or ſorrow: yet, be- 
i lieve me, prince, there was not one who 
| did! not. dread the moment when ſolitude 
ſhould deliver him to the fyrangy of re. 
flection. | | 
This,“ ſaid the prince, may 11. 
_; others, fince it is true of me; yet, 
Aa * whatever 
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whatever be the general infelicity of 
man, one condition is more happy than 
another, and wiſdom ſurely directs us to 
lake the leaſt evil in the choice n : 
'. 6.7 e cauſes of good and evil,” 

ſwered Imlac,” cc are ſo various e un- 


certain; ſo often entangled with each 


other, ſo diverſified by, Various. relations, 
and ſo much ſubject to accidents which 
cannot be. foreſcen, that he who would 
fix his condition upon, inconteſtable rea- 
ſons of preference, muſt hye and die en- 
quiring and deliberatingg 

But ſurely,” ſaid Raſſelas, the wiſe 


men, to whom we liſten with reverence * 


'and wonder, choſe that mode of life for 
themſelves which they thought moſt 


likely to make them happy.” 


very few,” ſaid the poet, „live by 


Choice. Every man is Placed in his 


preſent 


- te. Ati. 


without his foreſight; and with which he 


RS 


PEPE 
preſent condition by cauſes which adtec 


and therefore you will rarely meet one 
who does not think the lot of his neigh- 
bour better than his own. 

I am pleaſed to think,” ffid the 
prince, « that my birth has given me at 
leaſt one advantage over others, by en- 
abling me to determine for myſelf, I 
have here the world before me; I will 
review it at leiſure : ſurely happibeſ is is 
ſomewhere t to be found. "ap 
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THE PRINCE ASSOCIATES WITH YOUNG 
MEN OF SPIRIT AND --+GAIETY. * 


1 roſe next day, and re- 
ſolved to begin his experiments 
upon life. Youth,” cried he, © is 
the time of Sadie: I will join myſelf 
to the young men, whoſe only buſineſs 
is to gratify their deſires, and whoſe time 
is all * in a fucceſſion of "T 
ments.” n | 
To ſuch ſocieties he was readily ad- 
mitted, but a few days brought him back 
weary and diſguſted. Their mirth was 
without images; their laughter without 
motive; their pleaſures were groſs and 
ſenſual, in which the mind had no part; 
their conduct was at once wild and 
mean; they 1 at order and at 


law, 


ORANGE 2's! 


law, but the frown of power dejected, 
and the eye of wiſdom abaſhed them. 
The prince ſoon concluded, that he 
ſhould never be happy in a courſe of 
life of which he was aſhamed. He 
thought. it unſuitable to a reaſonable 
being to act without A plan, and to be 
fad or cheerful only by chance. Hap- 
pineſs,” faid he, « muſt be ſomething 
folid and \Hermanent, without fear and 
4; without Uncertainty.” - TRE 
But his young . had 
gained ſo. much. of his. regard, by their 
frankneſs and courteſy, that he could 
| not leave them without warning and re- 
monſtrance. My friends, ſaid he, „1 
have ſe eriouſſy conſidered our manners 
and our proſpects, and find that we have 
miſtaken our own intereſt. The firſt 


years of man muſt. make Proviſion for 
the 


= — 
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the laſt. He that never thinks neyer 
can be wiſe. Perpetual levity muſt end 
in ignorance; and intemperance, though 
it may fire the ſpirits for an hour, will 
make life ſhort or miſerable. Let us 
conſider that youth is of no long dura- 
tion, and that in maturer age, when the 
enchantments of fancy ſhall ceaſe, and 
phantoms of delight dance no more 
about us, we ſhall have no comforts but 
the eſteem of wiſe men, and the means 


of doing good. Let us, therefore, ſtop, 
while to ſtop is in our power: let us live 
as men who are ſometime to grow old, 
and to whom it will be the moſt dread- 
ful of all evils not to count their paſt 
years by follies, and to be reminded 
of their former luxuriance of health only 
by the maladies which riot has pro- 
duced.” 


They 


| 
1 
| 


1 
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They ſtared a while in ſilence one 
- © pon another, and at laſt drove him 
away by a general chorus of continued 

r 
The conſciouſneſs that his ſentiments 
were juſt, and his intentions kind, was 
ſcarcely ſum̃cient to ſupport him againſt 
tte horror of deriſion. But he reco- 
vrred his uilhty, and perſued his 


r n 
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TOA. 
THE PRINCE FINDS A WISE AND. 
n ET 
. As he was one day walking in the 
ſtreet, he ſaw a ſpacious building 
which all were, by the open doors, in- 
vited to enter: he followed the ſtream 
of people, and found it a hall or ſchool 
of declamation, in which profeſſors, read 
| lectures to their auditory. _ He fixed his 
eye upon a ſage raiſed above the reſt, 
who diſcourſed with great energy on the 
government of the paſſions. His look 
was venerable, his action graceful, his 
pronunciation clear, and his diction ele- 
gant. He ſhewed, with great ſtrength 
of ſentiment, and variety of illuſtration, 
that human nature is degraded. and de- 
baſed, when the lower faculties pre- 
dominate over the higher; that when 
fancy, the parent of paſſion, uſurps the 
221 | domi- 
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dominion of the mind, nothing enſues 


but the natural effect of unlawful govern- 


ment, perturbation and confuſion ; that 


ſhe betrays the fortreſſes of the intellect 
to rebels, and excites her children to ſe- 
dition againſt reaſon their lawful ſove- 


reign. He compared reaſon to the ſun, 


of which the light is conſtant, uniform, 


and laſting; and fancy. to a meteor, of 


1 


bright but tranſitory luſtre, irregular in 
its motion, and 1deluſtve © in its direction. 


} 2 2 9 * 


Fe then communicated the various 


prveerith given from time to time for the 


conqueſt of paſſion, and diſplayed the 
happineſs of thoſe who had obtained the 
en: . after Ader man is 


. zf s more ware envy, 


inflamed by anger, emaſculated by ten- 
derneſs, or depreſſed by grief; but walks 
on calmly through the tumults or priva- 
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cies of life, as the ſun perſues alike his 
courſe through the calm or the ſtormy 
Ore noni 20 Bu nmol vt T 
He enumerated many examples of 
heroes immovable by pain or pleaſure, 
who looked with indifference: on thoſe 
modes or accidents to which the vulgar 
give the names of good and evil. He 
exhorted his hearers to lay aſide their 
prejudices, and arm themſelves againſt 
the ſhafts of malice or misfortune, by 
invulnerable patience ; concluding, that 
this ſtate. only was happineſs, and that 
this happineſs was in every one's power. 


. -Raſflelas liſtened to him with the ve- 
neration due to the inſtructions: of a ſu- 
periour being, and, waiting for him at 
the door, humbly implored the liberty 
of viſiting ſo great a maſter of true wiſ- 
dom. The lecturer heſitated a moment, 
when Raſſelas put a purſe of gold into 


on x OR 
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his hand, which he received with a mix- 
ture of joy and wonder. 992 
I have found,” ſaid the prince, at his 
return to Imlac, , a man who can teach 
all that is neceſſary to be known, who, 
ftom the unſhaken throne of rational ſor- 
titude, looks down on the ſcenes of life 
changing beneath him. He ſpeaks, and 
attention watches his lips. He reaſons, 
and conviction cloſes his periods. This 
man ſhall be my future guide: I will learn 
his doctrines, and imitate his life.” 
& Be not too haſty,” ſaid Imlac, * to 
. truſt, or to admire, the teachers of mo- 
rality: they diſcourſe like n but 
* live like men.” 
-: Raſſelas, who could not conceive e 
any man could: reaſon fo forcibly without 
Theling: the cogency of his own argu» | 
ments, paid his viſit in a few. days, and 
was denied * He had now 
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learned the power of money, and made 
his way by a piece of gold to the inner 
apartment, where he found the philoſo- 
Pher in a room half darkened, with his 
eyes miſty, and his face pale. © Sir,” 
faid he, “you are come at a time when 
all human friendſhip is uſeteſs ; what 1 
ſuffer cannot be remedied; what I have 
loſt cannot be ſupplied. My daughter, 
my only daughter, from whoſe tender- 
neſs J expected all the comforts of my 
age, died laſt night of a fever. My 
views, my purpoſes, my hopes are at an 
end: I am now a lonely being difunited 
from ſociety.” 

Sir,“ ſaid the prince, - abt is 
an event by which a wiſe man can never 
be furpriſed: we know that death is al- 
ways near, and it ſhould therefore always 
be expected.” «© Young man,” an- 
ſwered the philoſopher, © you ſpeak like 


one 
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one that has never felt the pangs of ſepa- 
ration. Have you then forgot the 
precepts,” ſaid Raſſelas, which you ſo 
powerfully enforced ? Has wiſdom no 
ſtrength to arm the heart againſt cala- 
mity? Conſider that external things are 
naturally variable, but truth and reaſon 
are always the ſame.” «© What com- 
fort,” ſaid the mourner, cc can truth and 
reaſon afford me? of what effect are they 
now, but to tell me, that my daughter 
will not be reſtored ? 113 
The prince, whoſe humanity would 
not ſuffer him to inſult miſery with 
reproof, went away convinced of the 
. emptineſs of rhetorical ſound, and. the 
 Inefficacy of poliſhed BER and ſtudied 

ſentences. bet ond bud 
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OC HAF... 
A GLIMPSE OF PASTORAL LIFY. 


HE vs ſtill eager upon the ſame 

enquiry; and having heard of a 
hermit, that lived near the loweſt ca- 
taract of the Nile, and filled the whole 
country with the fame of his ſanctity, 
reſolved to viſit his retreat, and enquire 


whether that felicity, which publick life | 


could not afford, was to be found in ſoli- 
tude; and whether a man, whoſe age 
and virtue made him venerable; could 
teach any peculiar art of ſhunning evils, 
or enduring them ? 

Imlac and the princeſs agreed to ac- 
company him, and, after the neceſſary 
preparations, they began their journey, 
Their way lay through the fields, where 

8 + ſhepherds 
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ſhepherds tended their flocks, and the 
lambs were playing upon the paſture. 
« This,” ſaid the poet, © is the life which 
has been often. celebrated for. its inno- 
cence and quiet; let us paſs the heat of 


the day among the ſhepherds tents, and 


know whether all our ſearches are not to 
terminate in paſtoral ſimplicity.” 
The propoſal pleaſed! them, and they 


induced the ſhepherds by ſmall preſents 
and familiar. queſtions, to tell their opi- 


nion of their on ſtate: they were ſo 


rude and ignorant, ſo little able to com- 


pare the good: with the evil of the oc- 
cupation, and ſo indiſtinct in their nar- 
ratives and deſcriptions, that very little 
could be learned from them. But it was 
evident, that their hearts were cankered 


: with diſcontent ; that. they conſidered 
themſelves as condemned to labour for 


with 
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with ſtupid male volence toward thoſe 
that were placed above them. 

The princeſs pronounced with vehe- 
mence, that ſhe would never ſuffer theſe 
envious ſavages: to be her companions, 
and that ſhe ſhould not ſoon be deſirous 
of ſeeing any more-ſpecimens of ruſtick 
happineſs; but could not believe that 
all the accounts of primeval pleafures. 
were fabulous; and was yet in doubt, 
whether life had any thing that eould be 
juſtly preferred to the placid gratifica- 
tions of fields and woods. She hoped 
that the time would come, when, with 
a few virtuous and elegant companions, 
ſhe ſhould gather flowers planted by her 
own hand, fondle the lambs of her own' 
ewe, and liſten, without care, among 
brooks and breezes; to one of her 
maidens reading in the ſhade: D 

G 2 
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| CHAP. XX. 
THE DANGER. or PROSPERITY. 
ON the next day they continued their 
journey, till the heat compelled 
them to look round for ſhelter. At a 
ſmall diſtance they ſaw a thick wood, 


© which they no ſooner entered than they 


perceived that they were approaching the 


- habitations of men. The ſhrubs were 


diligently cut away to open walks where 
the ſhades were darkeſt ; the boughs of 


oppoſite trees were artificially interwo- 


ven; ſeats of flowery turf were raiſed in 


_ vacant ſpaces, and a rivulet, that wan- 


toned along the fide of a winding path, 


had its banks ſometimes opened into ſmall 


baſons, and its ſtream ſometimes obſtruct- 

ed by little mounds of ſtone heaped toge- 

ther to increafe its murmurs. 
| They 
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They paſſed ſlowly through the wood, 
delighted with ſuch unexpected accom- 
modations, and entertained each other 
with conjecturing what, or who, he could 
be, that, in thoſe rude and unfrequented 
regions, had leifure and art tor ſuch 
harmleſs luxury: 

As they advanced they heard the ſound 
of muſick, and ſaw youths and virgins 
dancing in the grove; and, going ſtill 
further, beheld a ftately palace built upon 
a hill ſurrounded with woods. The laws 
of eaſtern hoſpitality allowed them to 
enter, and the maſter welcomed them 
like a man liberal and wealth. 

He was ſkilful enough in appearances. 
ſoon to diſcern that they were no com- 
mon gueſts, and ſpread his table with 
magnificence. The eloquence of Imlac 
| caught his attention, and the lofty cour-. 
G 3 teſy 


126 RASSELAS, 


teſy of the princeſs excited his reſpect. 
When they offered to depart he entreat- 
ed their ſtay, and was the next day ſtill 
more unwilling to diſmiſs them than 
before. They were eaſily perſuaded to 
ſtop, and civility grew up in time to 


| freedom and confidence. 


The prince now ſaw all the domeſ- 
ticks cheerful, and all the face of nature 
ſmiling round the place, and could not 
forbear to hope that he ſhould find here 
what he was ſeeking; but when he was 
congratulating the maſter upon his poſ- 
ſeſſions, he anſwered with a ſigh, © My 

condition has indeed the appearance of 
happineſs, but appearances are de luſive. 
My proſperity puts my life in danger; = 


T the Baſſa of Egypt is my enemy, in- 


cenſed only by my wealth and popu- 
| krity. I have been hitherto protected 
againſt 
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againſt him by the princes of the coun- 
try; but, as the favotir of the great is 
uncertain, I know not how ſoon my 
defenders may be perfuaded to ſhare the 
plunder with the Baſſa. I have ſent my 
treaſtres into a diſtant country, and, upon 
the firſt alarm, am prepared to follow 
them. Then will my enemies riot in my 


have Placted. 
They all "_ in Kihei; his dan- 


| pfincefs was fo much diſturbed with the 
tumult of grief and indignation, that 
the retired to her apartment. They con- 
tinued with their kind inviter a few days 
longer, and then went forward to find 
the hermit. 


manſion, hos gardens Which I oy 


Ber, and Uepretiiing his Exile: and tie 


— 
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CHAP, XI. 
rur HAPPINESS OF © SOLITUDE. THE | 
ES. HERMIT'S HISTORY. 2 


Ter came on the third day, by the 

direction of the peaſants, to the 
hermit s cell: it was a cavern in the ſide 
of: a mountain, over-ſhadowed with palm- 
trees; at ſuch a diſtance from the cata- 
ract, that nothing more was heard than 
a gentle uniform: ' murmur, ſuch as com- 
poſed the mind to penſive meditation, 
eſpecially when it was aſſiſted by the wind 
whiſtling among the branches. The firſt 
rude eſſay of nature had been ſo much 
improved by human labour, that the cave 
contained ſeveral apartments appropri- 
ated to different uſes, and often afforded 
lodging to travellers, whom darkneſs or 
tempeſts happened to overtake. 


The 
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© *Fhe hermit fat on a bench at the door; 
to enjoy the coolneſs of the evening. On 
one ſide lay a book with pens and papers, 
on the other mechanical inſtruments of 
various kinds. As they approached him 
unregarded, the princeſs obſerved that 
he had not the countenance of a man 
that had found, or could teach the way 
to happineſs.» — \ 
They faluted him with great ova 
which he repaid like a man not unaccuſ-- - 
tomed to the forms of courts. «© My chil- 
dren,” ſaid he, “ if you have loſt your 
way, you ſhall be willingly ſupplied with 
ſuch conveniencies for the night as this 
cavern will afford. I have all that nature 
requires, and you will not expect deli- 
cacies in a hermit's cell.“ N 
They thanked him, 3 entering, 
were pleaſed with the neatneſs and regu- 
| A of the place. The hermit ſet fleſh, 
G 5 1 
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and wine before them, though he fed only 
upon fruits and water. His diſcourſe 
was cheerful without levity, and pious 
without - enthuſiaſm. He ſoon gained 
the eſteem of his gueſts, and the princeſs 
- repented of her haſty cenſure. 
Alt laſt Imlac began thus: I do not 
now wonder that your reputation is ſo 
far extended; we have heard at Cairo 

of your wiſdom, and came hither to im- 
plore your direction for this young man 
* and maiden in the choice of life.” 

« To him that hves well,” anſwered 
the hermit, every form of life is good; 
nor can I give any other rule for 
1 than to remove from all ä 

evil.“ 
| He will remove moſt certainly Fro 
evil,” faid the prince, who ſhall devote 
himſelf to that ſolitude which you have 
recommended by your example.” 
5 te I have 
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« ] have indeed tiyed fifteen years in 
ſolitude,” ſaid the Merit, « but have 
no deſire that my &xfrhple ſhould gia 
any imitators. In my youth I preſeſſed 
arms, and was ruiſed by degrees to the 
- higheſt military rank; I have traverſed 
CIS 
and ſeen many battles and fieges; At 
laſt, being diſguſted by the preſermenti 
of 2 younger officer; and feeling that 
my vigour was beginning ts deciy, 1 
reſolved to cloſe iny lifs in pesee; 
having found the world full of ſnares 
diiſcord, and miſety. I had once eſtuped 
from the purſuit of the enemy by this 
ſhelier of this cavern and therefors 
choſe it for my final refidencg. I . 
ployed artificers to fort it intd chars 
bers, and ftored it widr all that I Wis | 
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For ſome tim aſter my retreat, I 
rejoiced like atempeſt-beaten ſailor at his 
entrance into the harbour, being delight- 
ed with the ſudden change of the noiſe 

| and hurry of war to ſtillneſs and repoſe. 
When the pleaſure of novelty went away, 

L employed my hours in examining the 
plants Which grew in the valley, and 
the minerals which I collected from the 

5 rocks. But that enquiry is now grown 
taſteleſs and irkſome. I have been for 
ſome time unſettled and diſtracted: my 
mind i is diſturbed with a thouſand per- b 
Plexities of doubt, and vanities of ima- 
gination, which hourly prevail upon me, 
| 5 becauſe I have no opportunities of re- 
„ laxation og diverſion. 1 am ſometimes 

oy - aſhamed- to think that coultgge ſecure 
e myſelf from vice, but by retiring from 
. the exerciſe 92 59 a -bogin: to ſuſ- 
2 „ pect 
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pect that I was rathenimpelled by reſent- 


ment, than led by devotion, into ſoli- 
tude. My fancy riots in ſcenes of folly, 
and I lament that I have loſt ſo much, 
and have gained ſo little. In ſolitude, if 
I eſcape the example of bad men, I want 
likewife the counſel and converſation of 

the good. I have been long comparing 


and reſolve to return into the world to- 
morrow. The life of a ſolitary man will 
be certainly miſerable, n certainly, | 
deyout.” 5 
They heard his e with Gike 


priſe, but after a ſhort pauſe, offered to 

conduct him to Cairo. He dug up a 
conſiderable treaſure which he had hid 
among the rocks, and accompanied them 
to the city, on which, as he approached 
it, he gazed with rapture, 44 


4 


the evils with the advantages of ſociety, _ - 
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CHAP. XXII. 


THE , HAPPINESS OF A LIFE: LED. Ac- 
CORDING To NATURE. 


h % s 
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180 17 As went often to an aſſembly 

of learned men, who met at ſtated 
times to unbend their minds, and com- 
pare their opinions. Their manners were 
ſome what coarſe, but their converſation 
was inſtructive, and their diſputations 
acute, though ſometimes too violent, and 
often continued till neither cvntrovertiſt 
remembered upon what queſtion they 
began. Some faults were almioſt gene- 
tal among them: every one was defirvus 


to dictate to the reſt, and every one was 


pleaſed to hear the genius or knowledge 
of atiother depreciated. 

In this aſſembly Raſſelas was relating 
| his interview with the hermit, and the 


% 


wonder 
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wonder with which he heard him cen- 
ſure 2 courſe of life which he had ſo 
deliberately choſen, and fo laudably fol- 
lowed. The fentiments of the hearers 
were various. Some were of opinion, 
chat the folly of his choice had been 
juſtly puniſhed by condemnation to per- 
petual perſeverance. One of the young- 
eſt among them, with great vehemence, 
pronounced him an hypocrite. Some 
talked of the right of ſociety to the la- 
bour of individuals, and confidered re- 
tirement as a deſertion of duty. Others 
readily allowed, that there was a time 
when the claims of the publick were 
fatisfied, and when a man might pro- 
perly ſequeſter himſelf, to review hus life, 
and purify his heart. 

One, who appeared more affected 
with the narrative than the reſt, thought 
it likely, that the hermit would, in a 


few 


2 
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few years, go back to his retreat, and, 
perhaps, if ſhame did not reſtrain, or 
death intercept him, return once more 
from his retreat into the world: For 
the hope of happineſs,” ſaid he, is ſo 
ſtrongly impreſſed, that the longeſt ex- 
perience is not able to efface it. Of the 
5 preſent ſtate, whatever it be, we feel, 

and are forced to confeſs, the milery ; 
yet,, when the ſame ſtate is again at a 
diſtance, imagination paints it as: de- 
ſirable. But the time will ſurely come, 
when deſire will be no longer our tor- 
ment, and no man ſhall. be wretched 


but by his own fault. : 
This, ſaid a philoſopher; 3 had 


heard him with tokens of great impa- 
tience, © is the preſent condition of a 
wiſe man. Fhe time is already come, 
when none are wretched but by their 
own fault. Nothing is more idle, than 
2 to 
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to enquire after happineſs, which nature 
has kindly placed within our reach. 
The way to be happy is to live according 
to nature, in obedience to that uni- 
verſal and unalterable law with which 
every heart is originally impreſſed; 
which is not written on it by precept, 
but engraven by deſtiny, not inſtilled 
by education, but infuſed at our nati- 
vity. He that lives according to nature 
will ſuffer nothing from the deluſions 
of hope, ot importunities of deſire: 

he will receive and reject with equa- 
bility of temper ; and act or ſuffer as the 
reaſon of things ſhall alternately. pre- 
ſcribe. Other men may amuſe” them 
ſelves with, ſubtle definitions, or intricate 
ratiocinations. Let them learn to be 
wiſe by eaſier means: let-them obſerve 
the hind of the foreſt, and the linnet of 


the Oe: let them confider the life of 
animals, 
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animals, whoſe motions are regulated by 
_ Inſtinct; they obey their guide and are 

happy. Let us therefore, at length, 
_ ceaſe to diſpute, and learn to live; throw 
away the incumbrance of precepts, which 
they who utter them with ſo much pride 
and pomp do not underſtand, and carry 
. with us this fimple and intelligible 
_ maxim, That deviation ©: can 
deviation from happineis. | 
Wen he had ſpoken, he looked round 
1 wich > waned wir and enjoyed the 
confoiouineſs of his own beneficence. 
Sir, mid che prince, with great mo- 
deſty, «48 I, Bike all the reſt of mankind, 
am defirous of felicity, my cloſeſt atten- 
tion has been fixed upon your diſcourſe : 
I doubt not the truth of a poſition which 
a man ſo learned has fo confidently ad- 
vanced. Let me ae what it is 
ro hive according to nature. 


« When 
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« When I find young men ſo humble 
and fo docile,” ſaid the philoſopher, « I 
can deny them no information which 
my ſtudies have enabled me to afford. 
To live according to nature, is to act 
always with due regard to the fitneſs 
ariſing from the relations and qualities 
of cauſes and effects; to concur with the 
great and unchangeable ſcheme of uni- 
verſal felicity ; to co-operate with the 
general diſpoſition and tendency of the 
preſent ſyſtem of things. E 
The prince ſoon found that this was 
one of the fages whom he ſhould under- 
ſtand leſs as he heard him longer. He 
therefore bowed and was filent, and the 
philoſopher, ſuppoſing him ſatisfied, and 
the reſt yanquiſhed, roſe up and depart- 
ed with the air of a man that had co- 
operated with the preſent ſyſtem. 


11 
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CHAP, XX. 


THE PRINCE. | AND /HIS sIisTER DIVIDE 
BETWEEN , THEM THE , WORK OF, 
OBSERVATION. 
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R* S$SEL As returned home full of 


xeflections, ' doubtful how to direct 
his future ſteps. Of the way to hap- 
pineſs he found the learned and ſimple 
equally ignorant; but, as he was yet 
young, he flattered himſelf that he had 
time remaining for more experiments, 
and further enquiries. He commu- 
nicated to Imlae his obſervations and 
his doubts, but was anſwered by him 


wich new doubts, and remarks that 
gave him no comfort. He therefore 
diſcourſed more frequently and freely 
with his ſiſter, who had yet the ſame 

hope 
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hope with himſelf, and always aſſiſted 
him to give ſome reaſon why, though. 
he had been hitherto fruſtrated, : he 
might ſucceed at laſt, - 
« We have hikers? aid Ns 
« known but little of the world; we 
have never yet been either great or 
mean. In our own country, though 
we had royalty, we had no power, and 
in this we have not yet ſeen the private 
receſſes of domeſtick peace. Imlac fa- 
vours not our ſearch, leſt we ſhould in 
time find him miſtaken. We will di- 
vide the taſk between us: you ſhall try 
what is to be found in the ſplendour of 
courts, and I will range the ſhades of 
humbler life. Perhaps command and 
authority may be the fupreme bleſſings, 
as they afford moſt opportunities of 


doing 


— 
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doing good: or, perhaps, what this 
world can give may be ſound in the 
modeſt habitations of middle fortune; 
too low for great deſigns, and too 
high for penury and diſtreſs.” 
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CHAP; XXIV. 


THE. PRINCE EXAMINES- THE, HAPPINESS, 
OF HIGH STATIONS, 


| R* SSEL AS-applauded'the deſign; and 
appeared next day with a ſplendid 
retinue- at the court of the Baſſa. He 
was ſoon diſtinguiſhed for his magni- 
ficence, and admitted, as a prince whoſe 
curioſity had brought him from diſtant 
countries, to an intimacy with the great 
_ officers, ard frequent converſation with 
the Baſſa-himſelf 
He was at firſt: inclined to believe, 
that the man muſt be pleaſed with his 
own. condition, whom all approached 
with reverence, and heard with obe- 
dience, and who had the power to ex- 
tend his edicts to a whole kingdom. 
« There 


dc There can be no pleaſure,” ſaid he, 
tc equal to that of feeling at once the joy 
of thouſands all made happy by wiſe 
adminiſtration. Yet, ſince, by the law 
of ſubordination, this ſublime delight 
can be in one nation but the lot of one, 
it is ſurely reaſonable to think, that there 


is ſome ſatisfaction more popular and 


acceſſible, and that millions can hardly 

be ſubjected to the will of a ſingle man, 

only to fill his particular breaſt with in- 
com municable content.“ 


Theſe thoughts were often in his 
mind, and he found no ſolution of the 
difficulty. But as preſents and civilities 
gained him more familiarity, he found 
that almoſt. every man who ſtood high 
in employment hated all the reſt, and 
was hated by them, and that their lives 


were a continual ſucceſſion of plots and 
detec- 


„ 
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detections, ſtratagems and eſcapes, fac- 
tion and treachery. Many of thoſe who 
ſurrounded the Baſſa, were ſent only 
to watch and report his conduct ; every 
tongue was muttering cenſure, and every 
eye was ſearching for a fault. 

At laſt the letters of revocation ar- 
rived, the Baſſa was carried in chains to 
Conſtantinople, and his name was men- 
tioned no more. 

« What are we now to think of the 
prerogatives of power,” {aid Raſſelas to 
his ſiſter ; © is it without any efficacy to 
good? or, is the ſubordinate degree 
only dangerous, and the ſupreme fafe 
and glorious? Is the Sultan the only 
happy man in his dominions? or, is 
the Sultan himſelf ſubje& to the tor- 
ments of ſuſpicion, and the dread of 
enemies?“ | 


n= 


A .ERABSELA'S; 
In a ſhort time the ſecond Baſſa was 
depoſed. The Sultan, that had ad- 


vanced him, was murdered by the Ja- 


- nifaries, and his ſucceſſor had other 
views and different favourites, 
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C HAP. XXV. 
THE PRINCESS PERSUES. HER ENQUIRY 


WITH MORE DILIGENCE THAN 
SUCCESS, 


N 3 in the mean time, in- 


ſinuated herſelf into many fami- 


lies; for there are few doors, through 


which liberality, joined with good hu- 
mour, cannot find its way. The daugh- 


ters of many houſes were airy and cheer- 
ful, but Nekayah had been too long ac- 


cuſtomed to the converſation of Imlac 
and her brother, to be much pleaſed 


with childiſh levity and prattle which 
had no meaning, She found their 


thoughts narrow, their wiſhes low, and 
their merriment often artificial. Their 


pleaſures, poor as they were, could not 


| be preſerved pure, but were embittered 
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by petty competitions and worthleſs 
emulation. They were always jealous 
of the beauty of each other; of a qua- 
lity to which ſolicitude can add nothing, 
and from which detraction can take no- 
thing away. Many were in love with 
triflers like themſelves, and many fancied 
that they were in love when in truth 
they were only idle. Their affection 
was fixed on ſenſe or virtue, and there- 
fore ſeldom ended but in vexation. 
Their grief, however, like their joy, 
was tranſient; every thing floated in 
their mind unconnected with the paſt or 
future, ſo that one deſire eaſily gave 
way to another, as a ſecond ſtone caft 
into the water effaces and confounds the 
Circles of the firſt. 

With theſe girls ſhe played as with 
inoffenfive animals, and found them 
proud 
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proud of her countenance, and weary of 
her company. 

But her purpoſe was to examine more 
deeply, and her affability eaſily perſuaded 
the hearts that were ſwelling with ſor- 
row to diſcharge their ſecrets in her ear: 
and thoſe whom hope flattered, or pro- 
ſperity delighted, oſten courted her to 
partake their pleaſures. | 

The princeſs and her brother com- 
monly met in the evening in a private 
fummer-houſe on the bank of the Nile, 
and related to each other the occur- 
rences of the day. As they were ſitting 
together, the princeſs caſt her eyes upon 
the river that flowed before her. © An- 
ſwer,” faid ſhe, “ great father of wa- 
ters, thou that rolleſt thy floods through 
eighty nations, to the invocations of the 
daughter of thy native king, Tell me 

any 4 TD 0} 
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if thou watereſt, through all thy courſe, 
a ſingle habitation from which thou doſt 
not hear the murmurs of complaint? 

ou are then,” ſaid Raſſelas, © not 
more ſucceſsful in private houſes than I 
have been in courts.” „I have, ſince 
the laſt partition of our provinces,” ſaid 
the princeſs, © enabled myſelf to enter 


familiarly into many families, where 


there was the faireſt ſhew of proſperity 
and peace; and know not one houſe that 
is not haunted by ſome fury that deſtroys 


their quiet. 


I did not ſeek eaſe among the poor, 
becauſe T concluded that there it could 


not be found. But I faw many poor, 


whom I had ſuppoſed to live in afflu- 
ence. Poverty has, in large cities, very 
different appearances: it is often con- 


cealed in ſplendour, and often in ex- 


travagance. 


PRINCE OF ABISSINIA. 152 


travagance. It is the care of a very 
great part of mankind to conceal their 
indigence from the reſt: they ſupport 
__ themſelves by temporary expedients, and 
every day 1 is loſt in CAR: for the 
morrow. 
e This, however, was an ond 1 
though frequent, I ſaw with leſs pain, 
becauſe I could relieve" it, Yet ſome 
have refuſed my bounties ; more offend- 
ed with my quickneſs to detect their 
wants, than pleaſed with my readineſs to 
* ſuccour them: and others, whoſe exi- 
gencies compelled them to admit my 
kindneſs, have never been able to for- 
give their benefactreſs. Many, however, 
have been ſincerely grateful, without the 


oſtentation of gratitude, or the hope of 
other favours. 


x2 RASS EL As, 


THE PRINCESS CON'TINUES HER REMARKS | 
- UPON PRIVATE LIFE. | 


EKAYAH, Perceiving her brother's 
attention fixed, My. 3 in 1 her 
narrative. 

EIn families, where there is or 1 5 not 
poverty, there is commonly diſcord: if a 
kingdom be, as Imlac tells us, a great 
family, a family likewiſe is a little king- 
dom, torn with factions, and expoſed to 
revolutions. An unpractiſed obſerver 
expetts the love of parents and children 
to be conſtant and equal; but this kind- 
neſs ſeldom continues beyond the years 
of infancy: in a ſhort time the children 
become rivals to their parents. Bene fits 
are allayed by reproaches, and gratitude D 
debaſed by * 

« Parents 
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« Parents and children ſeldom act in 
concert: each child endeavours to ap- 
propriate the eſteem or fondneſs of the 
parents, and the parents, with yet leſs 
temptation, betray each other to their 
children; thus ſome place their confi- 
dence in the father, and ſome in the mo- 
ther, and by degrees the houſe is filled | 
with artifices and feuds 


« The opinions of children and pa- 
rents, of the young and the old, are na- 
turally oppoſite, by the contrary effects 
of hope and deſpondence, of expecta- 
tion and experience, without crime or 
folly on either ſide. The colours of life 
in youth and age appear different, as 
the face of nature in ſpring and winter. 
And how can children credit the aſſer- 
tions of parents,” which their own eyes 


ſhow them to be falſe? 
H 5 « Few 


-wy 1 MA'SSEL AS, 
0 Few parents act in ſuch a manner 
as much to enforce their maxims by the 

credit of their lives. The old man 
truſts wholly to ſlow contrivance and 
gradual progreſſion: the youth expects 
to force his way by genius, vigour, and 
precipitance. The old man pays regard 

to riches, and the youth reverences vir- 
tue. The old man deifies prudence: the 

_ youth commits himſelf to magnanimity 

and chance. The young man, who in- 
tends no ill, believes that none is intend- 
ed, and therefore acts with openneſs and 
| candour; but his father, having ſuffered 
_ 1420808 the 1 injuries of fraud, is impelled to ſuſ- 
3 pect, and too often allured to practiſe it. 
Age looks with anger on the temerity a 
of youth, and youth with contempt on 
the ſcrupuloſity of age. Thus parents 
_ - _»and children, for the greateſt part, live 
Fa. | on 
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on to love leſs and leſs: and, if thoſe: 
whom nature has thus cloſely united 
are the torments of each other, where 
ſhall we look for tenderneſs and con- 
folation ?”” : 
« Surely,” ſaid the prince, © you _ f 
have been unfortunate in your choice of 
acquaintance : I am unwilling to believe, 
that the moſt tender. of all relations is 
thus impeded in its effects by natural 
neceſſity 2” 
« Domeſtick dart „ anſwered ſhe, 
« is not inevitably and fatally neceſſary ; 
but yet it is not eaſily avoided. We _ 
ſeldom ſee that a whole family is vir- 
tuous : the good and evil cannot well 
agree; and the evil can yet leſs agree. 
with one another: even the virtuous 
fall ſometimes to variance, when their 
virtues are of different kinds, and tend- 
. ing 
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ing to extremes. In general, thoſe 
parents have moſt reverence who moſt 
_ deſerve it: for he that lives vell cannot 
be deſpiſed. * | 
Many other evils infeſt private life, 
Some are the ſlaves of ſervants whom 
they have truſted with their affairs. 
Some are kept in continual anxiety by 
the caprice off rich relations, whom 
they cannot pleaſe and dare not offend. 
Some huſbands are imperious, and ſome 
wives perverſe : and, as it is always 
more eaſy to do evil than good, though 
the wiſdom or virtue of one can very 
rarely make many happy, the folly or 
vice of one may often wake _ mi- 
ſerable.” 

ce If ſuch be the general effect of mar- 
riage,” ſaid the prince, © I ſhall, for 
the future, think it dangerous-to con- 

| 4 ne& 
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nect my intereſt with that of another, 
mim n 
ner's fault. 

] have met,“ ſaid the princeſs, « with 
many. who live ſingle for that reaſon; 
but I never found that their prudence 
ought to raiſe envy. They dream away 
their time without friendſhip, without 
fondneſs, and are dien to rid them- 


ſelves of the day, for which they have no 


uſe, by childiſh amuſements, or vicious 
delights. They act as beings under the 
conſtant ſenſe of ſome known inferiority, 
that fills their minds with rancour, and 


their tongues with cenſure. They are 


peeviſh at home, and malevolent abroad; 


and, as the outlaws of human nature, 
make it their buſineſs and their plea- 


ſure to diſturb that ſociety which debars 


them from its privileges. To live with- 
out 
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138 | 
out feeling or exciting ſympathy, to be 
fortunate without adding to the felicity 
of others, or afflicted without taſting 
the balm of pity, is a ſtate more gloomy 
than ſolitude: it is not retreat, but 
excluſion from mankind. Marriage 
has many pains, but aeg 
mt THT 

= What then eo be done?” fd 
Raſſelas; the more we enquire, the leſs 


we can reſolve. Surely he is moſt likely 


to pleaſe himſelf that has no other in- 
| »- +; 440th ant 2 
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CHAP. XXVIL , 
DISQUISITION UPON GREATNESS. 


b converſation had a ſhort WY 
The prince, having conſidered 

his ſiſter's obſervations, told her, that 
ſhe had ſurveyed life with prejudice, 
and ſuppofed miſery where ſhe did not 
find it. © Your narrative,” ſays he, 
« throws yet a darker gloom upon the 
proſpects of futurity : the predictions of 
Imlac were but faint ſketches of the 
evils painted by. Nekayah. I have been 
lately convinced that quiet is not the 
daughter of grandeur, or of power : 
that her preſence is not to be bought 
by wealth, nor enforced by conqueſt. It 
is evident, that as any man acts in a 
wider compaſs, he muſt be more ex- 
poſed to oppoſition from enmity or 
miſcarriage from chance ; whoever has 
1 
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many to pleaſe or to govern, muſt uſe 
the miniſtry of many agents, ſome of 
whom will be wicked, and ſome igno- 

rant; by ſome he will be miſled, and by 
others betrayed. If he gratifies one he 
will offend another: thoſe that are not 
| favoured will think themſelves injured ; 
and, fince favours can be conferred but 
upon few, the greater number will ve 
always diſcontented.” 

« The diſcontent,” ſaid the princeſs, 
which is thus unreaſonable, I hope that 
1 ſhall always have ſpirit to deſpiſe, and 
you, power to repreſs.” A 
Diſcontent, anſwered Raſſelas, cc will 
not always be without reaſon under the 
moſt juſt and vigilant adminiſtration of 
publick affairs. None, however at- 
tentive, can always diſcover that merit 
which indigence or faction may hap- 
pen to obſcure; and none, however 

powerful, 
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powerful, can always reward it. Yet, 
he that ſees inferiour deſert advanced 
above him, will naturally impure that 
preference to partiality or caprice ; and, 
indeed; it can ſcarcely be hoped that 
any man, however magnanimous by 
nature, or exalted by condition, will be 
able to perſiſt for ever in the fixed and 
inexorable juſtice of diſtribution: he 
vill ſometimes indulge his own affec- 
tions, and fometimes thoſe of his fa- - 
yourites ; he will permit ſome to pleaſe 
him who can never ſerve him; he will 
diſcover in thoſe whom he loves, quali- 
ties which in reality they do not poſſeſs ; 
and to thoſe, from whom he receives 
pleaſure, he will in his turn endeavour 
to give it. Thus will recommendations 
ſometimes prevail which were purchaſed 
by money, or by the more deſtructive 
bribery of flattery and ſervilit ry. 

f ec He 
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He that has much to do will do ſome- 
thing wrong, and of that wrong muſt ſuf- 
fer the conſequences; and, if it were 
poſſible that he ſhould always aft rightly, 
yet when ſuch numbers are to judge of 
his conduct, the bad. will cenſure and 
obſtruct him by malevolence, and the 
good ſometimes by miſtake. 
_ « The higheſt ſtations cannot there- 
fore hope to be the abodes of happineſs, 
which I would willingly believe to have 


| 5 fled from thrones and palaces to ſeats of 


humble privacy and placid obſcurity. 
For what can hinder the ſatisfaction, 
or intercept the expectations, of him 
whoſe abilities are adequate to his em- 


ployments, who ſees with his own eyes 


the whole circuit of his influence, who 
chuſes by his own knowledge all whom 
he truſts, and whom none are tempted 
to deceive by hope or fear? Surely he 
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has nothing to do but to love and to be 
loved, to be virtuous and to be happy.” 
« Whether perfect happineſs would 
be procured by perfect goodneſs,” faid 
Nekayah, « this world will never afford 
an opportunity of deciding. But this, at 
leaſt, may be maintalned, that we do not 
always find viſible happineſs in propor- 


tion to viſible virtue. All natural, and 


almoſt all political evils, are incident alike 
to the bad and good: they are confound- 
ed in the miſery ofa famine, and not much 
diſtinguiſhed in the fury of a faction; they 
ſink together in a tempeſt, and are driven 
together from their country by invaders. 
All that virtue can afford is quietneſs of 
conſcience, a ſteady proſpect of a happier 
ſtate ;. this may enable us to endure cala- 
mity with patience ; but remember that 
patience muſt ſuppoſe pain.” 


r, 


C HAP. XXVIII. 


RASSELAS AND NEKAYAH CONTINUE. 
THEIR CONVERSATION. | 


«c 2 princeſs,” ſaid Raſſelas, you 
F fall into the common errours of 
exaggeratory declamation, by producing, 
in a familiar diſquiſition, examples of na- 
tional calamities, and ſcenes of extenſive 
miſery, which are found in books ra- 
ther than in the world, and which, as 
they are horrid, are ordained to be rare. 
Let us not imagine evils which we do 
not feel, nor injure life by miſrepreſenta- 
tions. I cannot bear that querulous elo- 
quence which threatens every city with a 
_ tiege like that of Jeruſalem, that makes 

famine attend on every flight of locuſts, 


and ſuſpends: peſtilence on the wing of 
every blaſt that iſſues from the ſouth. 
cc On 
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c On neceſſary and inevitable evils, * 
which overwhelm kingdoms at once, all 
diſputation is vain : when they happen 
they muſt be endured. But it is evident, 
that theſe burſts of univerſal diſtreſs are 
more dreaded than felt; thouſands and 
ten thouſands flouriſh in youth, and wi- 
ther in age, without the knowledge of 
any other than domeſtick evils, and ſhare 
the ſame pleaſures and vexations, whether 
their kings are mild or cruel, whether 
the armies of their country perſue their 
enemies, or retreat before them. While 
courts are diſturbed with inteſtine com- 
petitions, and ambaſſadors are negociat- 
ing in foreign countries, the ſmith ſtill 
plies his anvil, and the huſbandman drives 
his plow forward; the neceſſaries of life 
are required and obtained ; and the ſuc- 
ceſſive buſineſs of the ſeaſons continues to 


make its wonted revolutions. 
& Let 
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Let us ceaſe to conſider what, per- 
haps, may never happen, and what, when 


by it ſhall happen, will laugh at human ſpe- 


culation. We will not endeavour to mo- 
dify the motions of the elements, or to 
fix the deſtiny of kingdoms. It is our 


buſineſs to conſider what beings like us 


may perform; each labouring for his own 

happineſs, by promoting within his circle, 
however narrow, the happineſs of others. 

c Marriage is eyidently the dictate of 


nature; men and women are made to be 


companions of each other, and therefore 


cannot be perſuaded but that marriage 


is one of the means of happineſs.” 
I know not,” faid the princeſs, © whe- 
ther marriage be more than one of the 


innumerable modes of human miſery. 


When ſee and reckon the various forms 


of connubial infelicity, the unexpected 


cauſes of laſting diſcord, the diverſities of 
[38 | E 
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temper, the oppoſitions of opinion; the 
rude colliſions of contrary deſire where 
both are urged by violent impulſes, the 
obſtinate conteſts of diſagreeable virtues, 
' where both are ſupported by conſciouſ- 
neſs of good intention, I am ſometimes 
diſpoſed to think with the ſeverer caſuiſts 
of moſt nations, that marriage is rather 
permitted than approved, and that none, 
but by the inſtigation of a paſſion too 
much indulged, entangle themſelves with 
indiſſoluble compacts.” | 
__ « You ſeem to forget,” replied Raſſe- 
laſs, © that you have, even now, repreſent- 
ed celibacy as leſs happy than marriage. 
Both conditions may be bad, but. they 
cannot both be worſt. Thus it happens 
when wrong opinions are entertained, | 
that they mutually deſtroy each other, 
and leave the — * to truth.“ 


« I did 


168 bf RASSELAS, 
« did not expect, anſwered the 
princeſs, © to hear that imputed to falſe- 
hood which is the conſequence only of 
frailty. To the mind, as to the eye, it is 
difficult to compare with exactneſs objects 
vaſt in their extent, and various in their 
parts. Where we ſee or conceive the 
whole at once, we readily note the diſcri- 
minations, and decide the preference : 
but of two fyſtems, of which neither 
can be ſurveyed by any human being in 
its full compaſs of magnitude and mul- 
tiplicity of complication, where is the 
wonder, that judging of the whole by 
parts, I am alternately affected by one 
and the other as either preſſes on my 
memory or fancy? We differ from our- 
{elves juſt a we differ from each other, 
when we ſee only part of the queſtion, 
as in the multifarious relations of poli- 
| N ticks 
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ticks and morality ;- but when we per- 
ceive the hole at once, as in numerical 
computations, all agree in one ebene 
and none ever varies his opinion.” -- „ 

« Let us not add,” ſaid the prince; 
cc to the other evils of life, the bitterneſs 
of controverſy, nor endeavour to vie with 
each other in ſubtilties of argument. We 
are employed in a ſearch, of which both 
are equally to enjoy the ſucceſs, or ſuffer 
by the miſcarriage. It is therefore fit 
that we aſſiſt each other. You ſurely 
conclude too haſtily from the infelicity 
of marriage againſt its inſtitution: will 
not the miſery of life prove equally that 
life cannot be the gift of heaven? The 
world muſt be peopled by marriage, or 
peopled without it“ 

* How the world is to be Pentel 0 


returned Nekayah, © is not my care, 
| * and 


% 
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and needs not be yours. I ſee no 
zer that the preſent generation ſhould 
omit to leave ſucceſſors behind them: 
we are not now inquiring for the world, 
but for ourſelv es.. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


THE DEBATE OF MARRIAGE ov rb. 


« T* waer of the whole,” 93 
Raſſelas, «1s the ſame with the 
good of all its parts. If marriage be 
beſt for mankind, it muſt be evidently 
beſt for individuals, or a permanent 
and neceſſary duty muſt be the cauſe 
of evil, and ſome muſt be inevitably 
facrificed to the convenience of others. 
In the eſtimate which you have made 
of the two ſtates, it appears that the 
incommodities of a ſingle life are, in a 
great meaſure, neceſſary and certain, but 
thoſe of the wen ſtate eee 
and avoidable. 
cannot en to an myſelf 
* prudence and benevolence will 
| I 2 make 
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make marriage happy. The general 
folly of mankind is the cauſe of general 
complaint. What can be expected but 


_ diſappointment. and repentance from a 


choice made in the immaturity of youth, 

in the ardour of deſire, without judg- 

ment, ithout foreſight, without inquiry 

aſter conformity of opinions, ſimilarity 

of manners, rectitude of Jndgrent, or 
purity of ſentiment? | 

- * Such is the common proceſs of mar- 


. riage. A youth or maiden meeting by 


chance, or brought together by artifice, 
exchange glances, reciprocate civilities, 
go home, and dream of one another. 
Having little to divert attention, or di- 
verſify thought, they find themſelves 
uneaſy when they are apart, and there- 
fore conclude that they ſhall be happy 

together. They marry, and diſcover 
| in _ but | voluntary blindneſs 
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- before had concealed ; they wear out 
fe in altercations, and nate nature 
with cruelty. 

« From thoſe early marriages pro- 
ceeds likewiſe the rivalry of parents and 
children: the ſon is eager to enjoy the 
world before the father is willing to for- 
fake it, and there is hardly room at once 
for two generations. The daughter be- 
gins to bloom before the mother can be 
content to fade, and neither can forbear 
to wiſh for the abſence of the other. 

« Surely all theſe evils may be ayoid- 
ed by that deliberation and delay which 
prudence preſcribes to irrevocable 
choice. In the variety and jollity of 
youthful pleaſures life may be well 
enough ſupported without the help of 
a partner. Longer time will increaſe 
experience, and wider views will allow 
better Wb of inquiry and ſe- 

n 13 lection : 


lection: one advantage, at leaſt, will be 


certain ; the parents will be 9 older 
than their children. 

'&© What reaſon cannot collect,“ ſaid 
' Neklyah « and what experiment has 
not yet taught, can be known only from 
the report of others. T have been told 
that late marriages are not eminently 
happy. This is a queſtion too import- 
ant to be neglected, and I have often 
propoſed it to thoſe whoſe accuracy 


of remark,” and comprehenſiveneſs. of 


knowledge, made their ſuffrages worthy 
of regard. They have generally deter- 
mined that it is dangerous for a man 


And woman to fuſpend their fate upon 


each other, at a time when opinions are 
fixed; and habits are eſtabliſned; when 
friendſhips have been contracted on 


both ſides, when life has been planned 
into n. and che mind has long 
+ BIS! he enjoyed 


* 
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enjoyed the contemplating: of its n 
proſpects. 

* It 1s Kaden polible nr: two 
travelling through the world under the 
conduct of chance, ſhould have been 
both directed to the ſame path, and it 
will not oſten happen that either will 
quit the track which euſtom has made 


pleaſing. When the defultory levity of I 


youth has ſettled into regularity, it is 
ſoon ſuccteded by pride aſhamed to 
yield; or obſtinacy delighting to con- 
tend. And even though mutuabeſteem 
produces mutual deſire to pleaſe, time 
itſelf, as it modifies unchangeably the 
external mie. deteroyjens likewiſe the 
inflexible n Long 
cuſtoms are not eaſily broken: he that 
attempts to change the courſe of bis 


on very oſten labours in vain; 
Luc | 4 4 and 


5 0 


great, with all the reaſons of action 
preſent: to their minds. Wretched 
DD | 2 ö would 


„ss RASS ELA 
and how ſhall we do that for others; 


which we are ſeldom _; to do for 
_— Bow ©. 6 l 


e But ſurety,” hn the prince, 


c you ſuppoſe the chief motive of choice 
forgotten or neglected. + Whenever'T 
mall ſeek a wife; it ſhall be my firſt 


queſtion, whether This den . to * 


led by reaſon ?” of. LV "(47 


Thus it is,” ſaid Nekiyah; 600 unt 


philoſophers are deceived.” There are a 


thouſand familiar difputes which reaſon | 
never can decide; queſtions: that clade 
inveſtigation, / and make logick ridicu- 


lous; caſes where ſomething muſt be 


done, and where little can be faid. 
Conſider the ſtate of mankind, and in- 


6 quire how ſew can be ſuppoſed to act 
upon any occaſions, whether ſmall or 


—_— 
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would be the pair above all names of 
wretchedneſs, who ſhould be doomed. to 
adjuſt by reaſon, every morning, all the 
minute detail of a domeſtick day. . 

_ Thoſe who marry at an advanced 
age, will probably eſcape the encroach- 
ments of their children; but, in dimi- 
nution of this advantage, they will be 
likely to leave them, ignorant and help - 
leſs, to a guardian's mercy: or, if that 
ſhould not happen, they muſt at leaſt 
go out of the world before they ſee 
thoſe whom they love beſt either wiſe or 
great. 
« From their children, if 9 a | 
leſs to fear, they have leſs alſo to hope, 
and they loſe, without equivalent, the 
Joys of early love, and the convenience 
of uniting with manners pliant, and 
minds ſuſceptible of new impreſſions, 


which might wear away their diſſimili- 


I 5 _—_ 
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tudes by long cohabiration, as foft bo- 
dies, by continuat attrition,” conform 
their ſurfaces to each other. 1 - 
I believe it will be found that thoſe 
who marry late are beſt pleaſed with their 
Thildren, and thofe 2 _ 
: with their partners.” 
The union of theſe two afeations,” 
ſaid Raſſelas, would produce all that 
could be wiſhed. Perhaps there is a 
© time when marriage might unite them, 
A time neither too early for the hers 
nor too late for the huſband.” “. 
cc Every hour,” anſwered the Ow 
* confirms my prejudice in favour of the 
poſition ſo often uttered by the mouth 
of Imlac, That nature ſets her gifts on 
the tight hand and on the left.” Thoſe: 
conditions, which flatter hope and at- 
tract deſire, are ſo conſtituted, that, as 
we e approach one, we recede from an- 
5 other. 
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other. There are goods ſo oppoſed 
that we cannot ſeize both, but, by too 
much prudence, may paſs between them 
at too great a diſtance to reach either. 
This is often the fate of long conſider- 
ation; he does nothing who endeavours 
to do more than is allowed to humallity. 
Flatter not yourſelf with contrarieties of 
Pleaſure. Of the bleſſings {et before you 
make your choice, and be content. No 
man can taſte the fruits of autumn while 


he is delighting his ſcent with the flowers 
of che ſpring: no man can, at the ſame 

time, ll bis cup from the ſource and 

from the mouth of the Nile. 
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5 abe theres, i Lieber * 
them. < Imlac,” aid Rafſelas, 1 
have been taking from the princeſs the 
diſmal hiſtory of private life, and am al- 
© moſt diſcouraged from further ſearch.” 
It ſeems to me,” faid Imlac, cc that 
while you are making the choice of life, 
you neglect to live. Tou wander about 
a ſingle city, which, however large and 
diverſified, can now afford few novel 
ties, and forget that you are in a coun- 
try, famous among the earlieſt monar- 
chies for the power and wiſdom of its 
inhabitants; a country where the ſci- 
4 T ences 


N 
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ences firſt dawned that illuminate the 
world, and beyond which the arts can 
not be traced of civil ſociety or ef | 
n 
KFThe old e a let — | 
-hind them monuments. of induſtry and 
power, before which all European mag- 
_ nificence is confeſſed to fade away. The 
ruins of the ir architecture are the ſchools 
of modern builders, and from the won- 
ders which time has ſpared we may con- 
jecture, though ies an if has 
deſtroyed.” |, 1 
« My curioſity,” aid Rafſolas, + a 
not very ſtrongly lead me to ſurvey 
piles of ſtone, or mounds of earth; my 
buſineſs is with man. I came hither 
not to meaſure fragments of temples, 
or trace choaked aqueducts, but to look 
upon the various ſcenes of the preſmt 


— 


* J. 
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302  RASSEL AS: 
e The things that are now before us, 
and deſerve it. What have I to do with 
the heroes or the monuments of ancient 
times? with times which never can re- 
turm, and heroes, whoſe form of life was 
different from all that the preſent condi- 
tion of mankind requires or allows?“ 
e To know any thing,“ returned the 
Poet, © we muſt know its effects; to ſee 
men we muft ſee their works, that we 
may learn what reaſon has dictated, ar 
paſſion has incited, and find what are the 
moſt powerful motives of action. To 
judge rightly of the preſent, we muſt 
oppoſe it to the paſt; for all judgment 
is comparative, and of the future no- 
thing can be known, The trutli is, 
that no mind is mueh employed upon 
the preſent t recolleckion and anticipa- 
tion fill up almoſt all our moments. 
a Our 
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Our paſſions are joy and grief; love and 
hatred, hope and fear. Of joy and grief 
the paſt is the object, and the future of 
hope and fear; even love and hatred 
reſpect the paſt, for the cauſe muſt e 
deen before the effect. 85 
_ «© The prefent ſtate of U hf le 
conſequence of the former, and it is 
natural to inquire what were the ſources 
of the good that we enjoy, or the evil 
that we ſuffer. If we act only for our- 
ſelves, to neglect the fludy of hiſtory is 
not prudent : if we are intruſted with 
the care of others, it is not juſt. Igno- 
rance, when it is voluntary, is criminal; 
and he may properly. be charged with 
evil who refuſed to n * he * 
Pfei. 3 313 0 
There is no partof hiſtory ſo gene- 
rally uſeful as that which relates the 
ene of the human mind, the gra- 
dual 


dual improvement of reaſon, the ſuceef- 
five advances. of ſcience, the viciſſitudes 
of learning and ignorance, which are the 
light and darkneſs. of thinking beings, 
the extinction and reſuſcitation of arts, 
and the revolutions of the intellectual 
wend.. If accounts of battles, and in- 
vaſions are peculiarly the buſineſs of 
princes, the uſeful: or elegant arts are 
not to be neglected; thoſe who have 
kingdoms to govern, have underſtand- 
| 1ngs to cultivate. 

Example is always more ee 
— precept. A ſoldier is formed in 


Fo War, and a painter muſt copy pictures. 


In this, contemplative life has the ad- 
vantage: great actions are ſeldom ſeen, 
but the labours of art are always at hand 
for thoſe; who deſire to know what art 
has been able to On. 1 
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e When the eye or the imagination 
is ſtruck with any uncommon work, the 
next tranfition of an active mind is to the 
means by which it was performed. Here 
begins the true uſe of ſuch contempla- 
tion; we enlarge our comprehenſion by 
new ideas, and perhaps recover ſome art 
loſt to mankind, or learn what is leſs 
perfectly known in our own country. At 
leaſt we compare our own with former 
times, and either rejoice at our improve- 
ments, or, what is the firſt motion to- 
| wards good, diſcover our defects. 

« I am willing,” faid the prince, © to 
ſee all that can deſerve my ſear 
« And I,” faid the princeſs, © ſhall re- 
Joice to learn ſomething of the manners 
of antiquity.” 

« The moſt pompous monument of 


Egyptian greatneſs, and one of the moſt 
| bdulky 


— ——— 
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bulky works of manual induſtry, faid 
Imlac, are the Pyramids; fabricks 
raiſed before the time of hiſtory, and of 
which the earlieſt narratives afford us 
only uncertam traditions. Of theſe the 
greateſt is ſtill ſtanding * 
— 1055) e469 4 ns En MSC 

Let us viſit them to-morrow,” faid 
Nekayah. I have often heard of the 
Pyramids, and ſhall not reſt, till I have 
ſeen them within and without with my 
vnn eyes 3 9513 ei an, 0 eam 
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THEY VISIT THE PYRAMIDS. , 


* reſolution being thus taken, they 
ſet out the next day. They laid 
tents upon their camels, being reſolved 
to ſtay among the Pyramids till their 
curioſity was fully ſatisfied. They tra- 
velled gently, turned aſide to every thing 
remarkable, ſtopped from time to time 
and converſed with the inhabitants, and 
obferved the various appearances of 
towns ruined and inhabited, of wing and 
cultivated nature. | | 
When they came to the great Pet 
mid, they were aſtoniſhed at the extent 
of the baſe, and the height of the top. 
Imlac explained to them the principles 


a which the pyramidal form was 
choſen, 


»w8 '!' RASSELAS, 


choſen for afabrick intended to co-extend 
its duration with that of the world : he 


ſhewed that its gradual diminution gave 
it ſuch ſtability, as defeated all the com- 
mon attacks of the elements, and could 
ſcarce ely be overthrown by earthquakes 
themſelves, the leaft reſiſtible of natural 
violence. A concuſſion that ſhould 


ſhatter the Pyramid would threaten the 


diffolution of the continent. 5 
They meaſured all its dimenſions, 
and pitched their tents at its foot, Next 


day they prepared to enter its interior 


apartments, and having hired the com- 


mon guides, climbed up to the firſt paſ- 


ſage, when, the favourite of the princeſs, 


looking into the cavity, ſtepped back 
and trembled. « Pekuah,” ſaid the 


princefs, ce of what art thou afraid? „„ 


the narrow entrance, anſvered the lady, 


Hor. > 
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c and of. the dreadful gloom. I dare not 
enter a place hich muſt ſurely; be in- 
habited by unquiet ſouls. The original 
poſſeſſors of theſe dreadſul vaults will 
ſtart up before us, and perhaps ſhut us 
in for ever.“ She ſpoke, and threw, her 
arms round the neck of her miſtreſs. 12 
ce If all your fear be of apparition,” 5 
ſaid the prince, I will promiſe you 
ſafety: there is no danger from the 
dead; he that is once buried will be 
(( {ron il g 
., Oat the dead are ſeen no more,” 
faid Imlac, „ I will not undertake to 
maintain, againſt the concurrent and un- 
varied teſtimony of all ages, and of all 
nations. There is no People, rude or 
learned, among whom apparitions of che 
dead are not related and believed. This 
opinion, which perhaps prevails as far as 
human nature is diffuſed, could become 


unive 


wo) Ass E LAS, 


univerſal only by its truth: thoſe, that 
never heard of one another, would not 
have agreed i in a tale which nothing but 
Experience can make credible. That it 
is doubted by ſingle cavillers, can very 
little weaken the general evidence; and 
ſome who deny it with their nn 
confeſs it by their fears. of 
& Let I do not mean to add new ter- 
rours to thoſe which have already ſeized 
upon Pekuah. There can be no reaſon 
why ſpectres ſhould haunt the Pyramid 
more than other places, or why they 
ſhould have power or will to hurt inno- 
cence and purity. Our entrance is no 
violation of their privileges; we can take 
nothing from them, how then can we 
offend them?? 


My dear Pekuah,” ſaid the prin- 


ceſs, « T will always go before you, and 
Imlac ſhall follow you. Remember that 


you 


PRINCE. OF! ABISSINIA. wr 


you are the companion of the princeſs of 
Abiſlinia.” . 

« If the princeſs | is | Need that her 
ſervant ſhould die,” returned the lady, 
© let her command ſome death leſs dread- 
ful than encloſure in this horrid cavern. 
You know I. dare not diſobey you: I 
muſt go if you command me; but, if I 
once enter, I never ſhall: come back.“ 

The princeſs ſaw that her fear was too 
ſtrong for expoſtulation or reproof, and 

embracing her, told her that ſhe ſhould 
ſtay in the tent till their return. Pekuah 
was yet not ſatisfied, but entreated the 
princeſs not to perſue ſo dreadful a pur- 
poſe as that of entering the receſſes of 
the Pyramid. Though I cannot teach 
courage,” ſaid Nekayah. I muſt not 
learn cowardice; nor leave at laſt undone 
what I came hither only to-do.” 
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rn BNTER. THE: PYRAMID. e 
p* KvAn deſcended to the tents, and 
the reſt entered the Pyramid: they 
paſſed” through the galleries, ſurveyed 
the vaults of marble, and examined the 
cheſt in which the body of the founder 


is ſuppoſed to have been repoſited. They 


then ſat down in one of the moſt ſpa- 
cious chambers to reſt a while dualen 
uy attempted to return. 
ee We have now,” ſaid Imlac, < grati-' 
fied our minds with an exact view of the 
greateſt work of yu 'except er wall | 
lige bi 5c; 
Of the wall it i very eaſy to ain 
the motive. It ſecured: a wealthy and 


timorous nation from the incurſions of 


* | | Bar- 
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Barbarians; whoſe unſkilfulneſs in arts 
made it eaſier. for them to ſupply their 
wants by rapine than by induſtry; and 
who from time to time poured in upon 
the habitations of peaceful commerce, 
as vultures deſcend upon domeſtick 
fowl. Their celerity and fierceneſs made 
the wall neceſſary, and 1 ignorance 
made it efficacious. BY 
« But for the Pyramids no reaſon has 
ever been given adequate to the coſt 
and labour of the work. T he narrow- 
neſs of the chambers. proves that it 
could afford no retreat from enemies, 
and treaſures might have been repoſited - 
at far leſs expence with equal ſecurity. 
It ſeems to have been erected only in 
compliance with that hunger of imagina- 
tion which preys inceſſantly upon life, 
and muſt be always appeaſed by ſome 
2 "i employ- 


„„ ASS ELAsS, | 
employment. Thoſe who have already 
Allithat they can enjoy, muſt enlarge 
their deſires. He that has, built for uſe, 
till uſe is ſupplied, muſt Begin to build 
for vanity, and extend his plan to the 

| utmoſt power of human performance, 
that he ee eee ee 

another win. 
— 1 conſider this * ruture as 

a monument of the inſufficiency of hu- 

man enjoyments. A king, whoſe power 
is unlimited, and whoſe treaſures ſur- 
mount all real and imaginary wants, is 
compelled to ſolace, by the erection of 
a Pyramid, the ſatiety of dominion and 
taſtelefineſs of pleaſures, and to amuſe 
he tediouſneſs of declining life, by ſee- 
ing thouſands labouring without end, 
| and one ſtone, , for no purpoſe, laid upon 
another. | Whoever thou art, that, not 
—_ content 


0 6 # 
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content with a moderate condition, ima- 
gineſt happineſs in royal magnificence, 
and dreameſt that command or riches 
can feed the appetite of novelty with 
perpetual gratifications, ſurvey the Py- 
ramids, and confeſs thy folly!” © 


- 
* * 1 — . * 2 4 4 ” 4 
RN d 2 k \ . 7 1 7 
196 n mo + 1 
K 6 N , 139 1 ' | 
” —*  - - g #& 4 } 4 1 po & : F * 3 ; 
- 


ns © H on Te XXXL. 


8 | 
Y is » ” . 
f 1 & 


#+T a«3*7 


"THE. PRINCESS MEETS WITH AN VNEX- 
55 PECTED MISFORTUNE. 


nE roſe up, and returned through 
the cavity at which they had entered, 
and the princeſs prepared for her favour- 
ite a long narrative of dark labyrinths, 
and coſtly rooms, and of the different 
impreſſions which the varieties . of the 
way had made upon her. But when they 
came to their train, they found every 
one filent and dejected: the men diſco- 
vered ſhame and fear in their counte- 
nances, and the women were weeping in 

the tents. 
What had happened they did not try 
to conjecture, but immediately inqui- 
red. You had ſcarcely entered into 
5 1 555 the 
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the 'Pytemid;” ſaid one of the attend- 
ants, ** when a troop. of Arabs ruſhed 
upon us: we were too few _to reſiſt 
them, and too flow to. eſcape. 3 They 
were about to ſearch the tents, ſet us 
on our camels, and driye us along be- 
fore them, when the approach of ſome 
Turkiſh horſemen put them to flight; 
but they ſeized the lady Pekuah with 
her two maids, and carried them away: 
the Turks are now purſuing them by 
our inſtigation, but: I Re IIs 
be able to overtake them.. 
The princeſs was oadponiin hk 
ſurpriſe and grief. Raſſelas, in the firſt 
heat of his reſentment, ordered his ſer- 
vants to follow him, and prepared to 
perſue the robbers with his ſabre in his 
hand. © Six,” faid Imlac, „what can 
you hope from violence or valour ? the 

| "W- 2 Arabs 
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Arabs are mounted on horſes trained to 
battle and retreat; we have only beaſts 
of burden. By leaving our preſent ſta- 
tion we may loſe the e but can 
not hope to regain Pek 1 | 
In a tort time the Turks returned, 
having not been able to reach the ene- 
my. The princeſs burſt out into new la- 
mentations, and Raſſelas could ſcarcely 
fſorbear to reproach them with coward- 
ide ; "but: Imlac'was of opinion, that the 
_ eſcape» of the: Atabs was no addition to 
their misforttine; fir perhaps they would 
have killed their captives. u than 
ed them. | 
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THEY RETURN 0 deine WITHOUT 
 PEKUAH, 


HERE Was nothing to be hope from 
longer ſtay. They returned to Cairo 
repenting of their curiolity, cenſuting 
the negligence of the government, la- 
menting their own raſhneſs which had 
neglected to procure a guard, imagining 
many expedients by which the loſs of 
Pekuah might have been prevented, and 
| reſolving to do ſomething for her reco- 
very, though none could "find any thing 

proper to be done. an 
Nekayah retired td her aber 
what her women attempted'to'comfort 
her, by telling her that all had their 
troubles, and that lady Pekuah had en- 
Toe much happineſs in the world for a 
K 4 long 


noe N48 s E L A 8, 


long time, and might reaſonably expect 
a change of fortune. They hoped that 
ſome good would befall her whereſoever 
ſhe was, and that their miſtreſs would 
find another friend who might ſupply 

| her place. 5 N 4 
The princeſs made Gen, a anſwer, 
5 they continued the form of condo- 
lence, not much grieved in their hearts 
that the favourite was loſt, 5 
Next day the prince preſented to che 
Balla a. memorial of the wrong which 
he had ſuffered, and a petition for re- 
dreſs. T he Baſſa threatened to puniſh 
the robbers, but did not attempt to 


x catch them, nor indeed, could any ac- 


count or deſcription be given by which 
he might direct the perſuit. 
It ſoon appeared that nothing would 


be done by authority. Governors, be- 
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ing accuſtomed to hear of more crimes 
than they can-puniſhy, ande more wrongs. 
| eaſe by indiſcriminate hegligence, and 


preſently, forget the requeſt when · they 


loſe ſight:of the petitioner... / 


Imlao then {endeavoured to gain me: | 
intelligence by private agents. He 
found many who pretended to an exact 
knowledge of all the haunts. of the Arabs, 
and to regular correſpondence with their 
chiefs, and who readily unde rtook the 


„„ 


recovery of Feu. Of theſe, ſome: 3 


were furniſhed with money for their 


journey; and came back no mort; ſome. 
were liberally paid for accounts which a 
few days diſcovered: to be falſe. - But 
the princeſs would not ſuffer any means,. 
however improbable, to be left untried.. 
While ſhe was doing ſomething ſhe kept 
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